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DEPARTMENT OE THE INTERIOR DAILY UPDATE EOR CABINET AEFAIRS - 
7/24/17 

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor 
Lori Mashburn, White House Liaison 

Status of the Secretary 

TODAY: The Secretary is in Washington and will travel to WV with POTUS. 

Meeting with DJ Gribbin at EEOB. 

Lunch with Ambassadorial nominee to Portugal George Glass. 

Meeting with Louisiana Delegation (Rep. Graves, Rep. Higgins, Rep. Johnson, Rep. Abraham). 
Travel to West Virginia for Boy Scouts event with POTUS. 

THIS WEEK: 

Tuesday: HOED: Rural Prosperity Task Force Principals Breakfast; Meeting with Philip 
Howard, Senior Counsel, Covington & Burling; Call with Rep. Costa; Call with Senator Schatz; 
Travel to Ohio, American Heroes POTUS event. 

Wednesday: Hold for Sen. Merkley; Tour with Mayor Bowser; Meeting with Rep. Aderholt and 
James Swanson; Travel to El Paso, TX. (political event) 

Thursday: Eas Cruces, NM Monuments Tour 
Friday: Las Cruces, NM; Monuments Tour 
Saturday: Santa Fe, NM / Sabinoso Wilderness 

NOTE: the Secretary will be on personal leave August 5-19 out of the country. 

Media TODAY 

(Saturday) SECRETARY ZINKE AND COLORADO SENATOR GARDNER ANNOUNCE MORE THAN $50 
MILLION FOR NATIONAL PARKS INFRASTRUCTURE 

NPS Centennial Challenge Program is Matching $20 Million in Congressional Funding with $33 
Million from Partner Organizations to Support Maintenance Projects at National Parks 

WASHINGTON - U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke and Colorado Senator Cory Gardner 
announced today that the National Park Service is teaming up with partners across the nation to 
distribute nearly $50 million in high priority maintenance and infrastructure projects at 42 parks in 
29 states. Congress provided $20 million for the projects as part of the Centennial Challenge 
program which will be matched by $33 million from more than 50 park partners to improve trails, 
restore buildings, and increase visitor access to parks. 


Secretary Zinke and Senator Gardner made the announcement while visiting Rocky Mountain 
National Park, which will receive $200,000 in federal funds matched by $200,000 from the Rocky 
Mountain Conservancy to reduce deferred maintenance on the Alluvial Fan Trail. 

(Potential) Zinke on confirmation of Bernhardt. 

DPI COMMS REPORT 

Secretarial-level Announcements/Events/Interviews 

□ Next Monday the Secretary will join POTUS in WV at the Boy Scout Jamboree and 
then a potential D.C. mayor tour. Tuesday: Ohio POTUS event. Wednesday he will start 
his monument tour of New Mexico and then Nevada. 

National Park Service 

□ July 24: Local NPS Release: Denali National Park will issue an environmental 
assessment on Milepost 231 Wayside and Trail Connections. This project for parking, 
trailheads, and a new trail connection is the NPS portion of a partnership with the Alaska 
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities and the Federal Highways Administration 
to enhance safety for pedestrians and other non-motorists in the area in conjunction with a 
bridge replacement over the Nenana River. 

□ Week of July 24: Local NPS Release: The Reconstruction Era National Monument will 
hold three public listening sessions (not related to July 28 Reconstruction Era Theme Study) in 
Beaufort, Port Royal, and St. Helena Island, South Carolina, as part of the development of a 
foundation document for this new park. Targeted stakeholder meetings will also be held in the 
respective communities during the day to identify the biggest challenges and opportunities 
facing the National Park Service in setting up these new areas and also provide input into the 
development of the foundation document and interpretive themes. 

□ July 25: Local NPS Release: The National Park Service will announce a 30-day public 
comment period on the Glacier National Park Lake McDonald Properties Management Plan 
Environmental Assessment (EA). Following the public review and comment period, the park 
will prepare a formal decision document. The EA analyzes alternatives to manage NPS-owned 
properties, including buildings listed on the National Register of Historic Places, adjacent to 
Lake McDonald. The proposed alternative uses an adaptive approach that identifies a 
sequence of management options for each property, which for most properties begins with 
historic leasing, park or concessioner use, or stabilization of properties. The last option in the 
adaptive management approach would be removal of buildings. The management plan has 
garnered local media and public interest with little to no controversy and a lot of interest in 
leasing the properties. 

□ TBD: National NPS Release: NPS announcement of annual Rutgers report on NPS 
Federal Historic Preservation Tax Incentives Program economic impact. Tax credits 2016 
contributed $12.3 billion in output to the U.S. economy, added $6.2 billion in GDP. Historic 
preservation tax incentives encourage investments in historic preservation and revitalization of 
communities small and large across the country. 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 



□ July TBD: National FWS Release: FWS will announee it has apportioned $50 million to 
state fish and wildlife agencies for developing and implementing programs that benefit 
wildlife and their habitats. The funding is provided through the FWS’s State Wildlife Grants 
(SWG) program and is distributed through an apportionment formula in accordance with the 
Appropriations Act. 

□ July TBD: FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a final rule establishing the 2017-18 
hunting seasons and bag limits for certain migratory game birds to fulfill our responsibilities 
to the four international conventions to protect and manage migratory game birds. A prepared 
statement will be provided on our website with a link to the proposed rule. 

□ July TBD: FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a proposal to establish annual 
hunting regulations for certain migratory game birds for the 2018-19 hunting season to fulfill 
our responsibilities to the four international conventions to protect and manage migratory 
game birds. A prepared statement will be provided on our website with a link to the proposed 
rule. 

□ July TBD: National FWS Release: FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a proposal 
to approve the shot for hunting waterfowl and coots. FWS has concluded that this type of shot 
left in the terrestrial or aquatic environments is unlikely to adversely affect fish, wildlife, or 
their habitats. Approving this shot formulation would increase the nontoxic shot options for 
hunters. Interested stakeholders include the Flyway Councils, state wildlife agencies, non¬ 
governmental organizations and hunters. 

□ TBD: FWS Local Release: FWS plans to announce the notice of availability of the 
revised draft recovery plan for the giant garter snake in California. There may be some 
controversy with cost estimates associated with this plan. 

Bureau of Land Management 

□ July 24: BLM-AZ will meet with young leaders from 19 African countries who are part 
of the State Department’s Mandela Fellowship to discuss public land issues and challenges. 

□ Week of July 24: Local BLM Release: BLM-CO Little Snake Field Office will announce 
a 30-day public scoping period for an environmental assessment evaluating a coal Lease by 
Application (LBA) from Peabody Energy’s Twentymile Coal Foidel Creek Mine near 
Hayden. The LBA is for 640 acres of federal coal underneath private surface. The coal would 
be mined by underground methods with no surface disturbance. The mine estimates it could 
recover 4.1 million tons of coal, generating approximately $13 million in royalties, half of 
which would go to the state. The lease would help the mine continue to employ 365 people. 

□ July 25: Local BLM Release: BLM-Eastern States, in conjunction with the U.S. Forest 
Service, will hold public meetings in St. Paul, MN, and Virginia, MN, to solicit comments 
regarding the proposed 20-year withdrawal of 234,328 acres of Federal minerals from national 
forest system lands on the Superior National Forest within the Rainy River Watershed. Public 
comments received during project scoping will inform development of an EIS to study the 
proposed mineral withdrawal. 

□ July 21 -26: The sage-grouse task force team comprised of BEM, USGS, USFWS, USFS, 
and Western Governors’ offices will work in four subgroups to review a draft plan in response 
to S.O. 3353. The subgroups pertain to plan and policy review, fire and invasive species, data 



and science and wildlife management. 

□ July 25 - 26: Local BLM Release: BLM-WY Pinedale and Rock Springs field offices 
will hold two open houses to discuss the Normally Pressured Lance Natural Gas Development 
Project with local communities. Public comments will be collected on the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement released last week. 

□ July 26: BLM acting Deputy Director for Operations John Ruhs will attend the Nevada 
Sheriffs’ Association meeting and provide a “BLM 101” presentation. 

□ July 26: BLM-AK will participate in the annual Formerly Used Defense Sites (FUDS) 
forum, focusing on issues that relate to potential sites within the National Petroleum Reserve 
in Alaska and contaminated lands and mine sites in Alaska. 

□ July 26: BLM-CA Bishop Field Office will meet with representatives from Mono 
County, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, and a private landowner to discuss riparian habitat 
improvement for bi-state sage-grouse through alterations in county road maintenance and 
installation of culverts and drainage dips. 

Bureau of Reclamation 

□ July 24-25: Reclamation will meet with stakeholders in Klamath Falls, Oregon, to kick 
off the stakeholder engagement process on the reinitiated ESA consultation on Klamath 
Project Operations. Organizations expected to attend the meeting include U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, National Marine Fisheries Service, Yurok Tribe, Karuk Tribe, Hoopa Valley 
Tribe, The Klamath Tribes, Klamath Water Users Association, and PacifiCorps. 

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

□ July 26 (tent.): BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Notice to Stakeholders on the Notice of 
Availability (NOA) for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement 
(SEIS). 

□ TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders on Information Transfer 
Meeting to be held in New Orleans August 22-24. 

Office of Insular Affairs 

□ July 25: Hearing before the House Subcommittee on Indian, Insular and Alaska Native 
Affairs, regarding the LBJ Hospital in American Samoa. 

□ July 25 or 26: Local lA Release: Marshall Islands grants release announees Compact 
Infrastructure $149,436; Ebeye Special Needs $300,000; Health Care Program for four Atolls 
(See 177) $697,387. 

CONGRESSIONAL 

Tuesday, July 25, 2017 

10:00am: House Natural Resourees Indian, Insular, and Alaska Natives Affairs Subeommittee 
Oversight Hearing Assessing Current Conditions and Challenges at the Lyndon B. Johnson 
Tropieal Medieal Center in Ameriean Samoa 
Witness: Thomas Bussanieh, Direetor of Budget, Insular Affairs 


Wednesday, July 26, 2017 



9:45am: Senate Energy and Natural Resourees Publie Lands, Forests, and Mining 
Subeommittee 

Legislative Hearing on S. 32, California Desert Proteetion and Reereation Aet; S. 90, Red 
River Gradient Boundary Survey Aet; S.357, Santa Ana River Wash Plan Land Exehange Aet; 
S.436, San Juan County Settlement Implementation Aet; S.467, Mohave County Federal Land 
Management Aet; S.468, Historie Routes Preservation Aet; S.614, Reereation and Publie 
Purposes Aet Commereial Reereation Coneessions Pilot Program Aet; S.785, Alaska Native 
Veterans Land Allotment Equity Aet; S.837, Southern Utah Open OHV Areas Aet; S.884, 
Small Miners Waiver Aet; S.941, Yellowstone Gateway Proteetion Aet; S.l 149, To amend the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Aet to repeal a provision limiting the export of timber 
harvested from land eonveyed to the Kake Tribal Corporation; S.1230, Water Rights 
Proteetion Aet; S.1271, Fowler and Boskoff Peaks Designation Aet; and S.1548, Oregon 
Wildlands Aet 

Witness: John Ruhs, Aeting Deputy Direetor for Operations, BLM 
2:30pm: Senate Committee on Indian Affairs 

Oversight Hearing on the GAO Reports on Human Traffleking of Ameriean Indian and Alaska 
Natives in the United States 

Witness: Jason Thompson, Aeting Direetor, Offiee of Justiee Serviees, BIA 

Political Appointee Update 

Two new appointees started today bringing DOI politieals on board = 52 

Richard "Rick" Goeken- (pronouneed "Gaykin") as Deputy Solieitor for Parks and Wildlife. 
Past experienee: Smith Currie & Haneoek LLP- Partner- (foeusing on impaet of federal 
environmental law and poliey on aeeess to publie lands, federal eontraets for the use of natural 
resourees and development of private property. 

Blake Deeley as Advisor for the Offiee of Congressional and Legislative Affairs. Past 
experienee: 

Congressman David MeKinley- Poliey Advisor for Energy and Environmental, 
Subeommitteess and staffer for House Congressional Coal Caueus. 

5 nominated awaiting eonflrmation. 

Deputy Seeretary nominee David Bernhardt is expeeted to be voted on in the Senate on 
Monday. 

Nominees Combs, Berman, and Domeneeh partieipated in a Senate hearing on Thursday. 
Nominee Joe Balash to serve as the Department of the Interior’s Assistant Seeretary for Land 
and Minerals Management has been announeed. 

Speaking Invitations 

Aeeepted 

7/24 National Boy Seout Jamboree (Glen Jean, WV) 

7/29 National Monument Review Tour Nevada and New Mexieo 
8/5-20 Personal 


Outstanding Invitations in Proeess 



8/22 - 2017 Lake Tahoe Summit invited by Sen. Feinstein and Sen. Heller (Lake Tahoe, CA) 
8/25-26 - Steamboat Institute's 9th Annual Freedom Conference & Festival (Steamboat 
Springs, CO) 

8/30 - West Virginia Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting (White Sulphur Springs, WV) 
Declining 

7/31-8/2 - FBI National Academy Assoeiates Annual Training Conference (DC) 

8/2 - Ameriean Legion Northwest Regional Baseball Tournament's Opening Ceremony 
General Welcome (Missoula, MT) 

8/5 - Glacier National Park Conservaney remarks at Annual Backpacker's Ball 
(Whitefish/Kalispell) 

8/17 - Mineral Hill Conservation Projeet (Gardiner, MT) 

8/18 - Council of State Govemments-West State and Federal Relations Committee (Tacoma, 
WA) 

8/21 - Gage County Tourism and Beatriee Chamber of Commerce (Beatrice, NE) 

Emergency Management 

In California, the Detwiler Fire, located in Mariposa County (CAL FIRE), has burned 76,250 
(+5,662) acres and is 45 (+35)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-1 Incident 
Management Team (IMT) with 5,043 (+1,306) personnel, including 113 (+45) DOI personnel. 
There are 1,500 (no change) residential structures threatened and 4,968 (no change) evacuees. 
State Routes 140 and 49 remain impacted by the fire and are impeding access to Yosemite 
National Park. Additionally, high power transmission lines, which supply power to Yosemite 
National Park, have been impaeted by the fire. The USGS reports that the Detwiler Fire has 
also disrupted service for 19 seismic sensors in the Northern California Seismic Network. 
These sensors provide coverage over the western side of the southern San Joaquin Valley, 
from the San Euis Reservoir to Coalinga and from Copperopolis to Visalia in the Sierra 
foothills. Once aceess to the area is possible, a detailed assessment of impacts and projected 
timeline for serviee repairs will be performed by USGS and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(US ACE) personnel. Impacts to the earthquake monitoring capabilities of the USGS include 
the loss of ability to detect and locate small earthquakes in the immediate vicinity, along with 
increased uncertainty in the initial location of larger earthquakes in the immediate vicinity. 
Full containment of the Detwiler Fire is expeeted on August 5. 

In Montana, the Eodgepole Complex Fire, loeated in Garfield County (BLM), has burned 
226,000 acres and is 5-pereent eontained. The fire is managed by a Type-2 IMT with 215 
personnel, ineluding 26 DOI personnel. There are 145 residential structures threatened and 50 
evacuees. Twelve residenees have been destroyed and the fire is threatening Sage Grouse 
habitat. Three civilian and two responder injuries have been reported. Full containment is 
expeeted on August 2. 

USGS crews continue to support flood response operations in northern Illinois and 
northeastern Iowa due to heavy rains that fell on July 21 and July 22. USGS erews deployed 
over the weekend and made 15 discharge measurements to validate stage-discharge relations, 
ensure proper streamgage operation, and assist the National Weather Serviee (NWS) with 
forecast information. Overall, 22 USGS streamgages in northern Illinois are above the NWS 



flood stage and six USGS streamgages in Iowa are above the NWS flood stage. All 
streamgages in the affeeted areas appear to be funetioning properly, and the USGS eontinues 
to eoordinate and share information with the NWS, USAGE, and other loeal emergeney 
managers. 

Outside Media of Interest 

U.S. National Monument in Colorado to Remain Intact. 

Reuters (7/21, Coffman) reports Seeretary Zinke on Friday said that Colorado’s Canyons of 
the Aneients National Monument “is no longer on a list of more than two dozen national 
monuments under review by the Trump administration for possible reduetion or elimination.” 
He has reeommended that it be kept “intaet, with no modifieations.” The story also appears at 
the New York Times (7/21, Reuters), U.S. News & World Report (7/21, Coffman). 

$53M To Go To US National Park Maintenance, Infrastructure. 

The AP (7/22) reports on Saturday, Seeretary Zinke “announeed more than $50 million for 
maintenanee and infrastrueture work at national parks.” He spoke at Roeky Mountain National 
Park, aeeompanied by US Senator Cory Gardner (R-CO). Aeeording to the department $20 
million will eome from Congress and $33 million from “outside organizations.” 

Zinke In Denver Makes A Case For Energy Production On Public Lands. 

The Colorado Springs (CO) Gazette (7/22, Buneh) reports Seeretary Zinke, speaking to the 
Western Conservative Summit on Friday in Denver, said that the US “should open up its 
publie lands and shores for more energy produetion.” He said, “I ean tell ya, the war on 
Ameriean energy is over.” One reason he gave is that US “national parks are about $11.5 
billion behind in maintenanee and repairs, and publie lands and wildlife refuges are about $15 
billion in need.” 

Climate Scientist Files Complaint On Trump Administration. 

The AP (7/21) reported that Joel Clement, who until reeently was direetor of the Department 
of Interior’s Offiee of Poliey Analysis, “says he was mistreated by offreials in the 
administration of President Donald Trump for speaking about elimate ehange.” Clement was 
reassigned to a position in whieh he had no baekground, whieh he elaims is a violation of his 
federal whistleblower proteetions. The story also appears at San Franeiseo (CA) Chroniele 
(7/21), U.S. News & World Report (7/21), Greeneville (TN) Sun (7/21, Fitzgerald), 
Washington (DC) Times (7/21), and KTOO-FM Juneau (AK) Juneau, AK (7/23, Rott). 

Two Good Picks. 

The Ketehikan (AK) Daily News (7/21, Pieks) in an editorial praises the seleetion of Chris 
Oliver to be assistant administrator of the National Marine Fisheries Serviee, and “Joe Balash 
as the U.S. Department of Interior’s assistant seeretary for land and mineral management.” 
Interior Seeretary Ryan Zinke in announeing the nomination said, “It’s been a long time” 
sinee an assistant seeretary in the Interior Department was from Alaska. The paper eoneludes, 
“it will be good to have people who already know Alaska in these positions.” 

Amarillo-area Helium Auction Brings In $60M. 

The Amarillo (TX) Globe News (7/23) reports, “The Bureau of Fand Management sold nearly 
$60 million in helium,” in its “fourth annual Amarillo-area auetion.” 



Federal Register Listings 

Items cleared for the FR on Friday. 


REG0007198 BIA Agency Information Collection Activities; Native American Business 
Development Institute (NABDI) Funding Solicitations and Reporting. This Notice, under the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, announces that BIA will ask the Office of Management 
and Budget (0MB) to renew its approval of the collection of information for the Native 
American Business Development Institute (NABDI) Funding Solicitation and Reporting. BIA 
is requesting public comments on the renewal for 60 days. Notice 07/21/2017. 

REG0007184 BEM Alaska Native Claims Selection. The BEM provides notice that it will 
issue an appealable decision approving conveyance of the surface estate in certain lands to the 
Alaska Native village corporation of Tulkisarmute Incorporated, pursuant to the Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act of 1971, as amended (ANCSA). As provided by ANCSA, the BEM 
simultaneously will convey the subsurface estate in the same lands to Calista Corporation. 
Notice 07/21/2017. 

REG0007189 BEM Rescission of a 2015 Rule: Oil and Gas; Hydraulic Fracturing on Federal 
and Indian Eands. The BEM is proposing to rescind a 2015 final rule, "Oil and Gas; Hydraulic 
Fracturing on Federal and Indian Eands," because the BEM has concluded that it is 
unnecessarily duplicative of State and some tribal regulations and that it imposes burdensome 
reporting requirements and other unjustified costs on the oil and gas industry. The Office of 
Information and Regulatory Affairs (OIRA) has concluded E.O. 12866 review and the BEM 
seeks DOI approval to publish the proposed rule ahead of a July 27, 2017, oral argument on 
the 2015 rule in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit. Proposed Rule 07/21/2017. 

REG0007201 BOE Einal Supplemental EIS for the Cape Wind Energy Project. BOEM 
announces the availability of a Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) 
for the Cape Wind Energy Project, which is located in Federal waters between Cape Cod, 
Martha's Vineyard, and Nantucket Island. BOEM must issue the Final SEIS and publish this 
Notice as soon as possible to comply with a court order. Notice 07/21/2017. 

REG0007119 FWS Eost Hills Solar Project, Kern County, California; Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Draft Habitat Conservation Plan The proposed project includes the 
construction, operation and maintenance, and decommissioning of a 20-megawatt solar 
photovoltaic power generating facility. Notice 07/21/2017. 

REG0007199 NPS Agency Information Collection Activities: NPS Visitor Survey Card. This 
Notice, under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA), announces that the NPS will ask 
the Office of Management and Budget (0MB) to renew its approval of an information 
collection for the Visitor Survey Card (VSC). The NPS is requesting public comments on the 
renewal for 30 days. Notice 07/21/2017. 

WOLF TRAP 

Tickets in the Secretary’s box available. Please share with WH staff. 



7-25-17 

Diana Ross 

8:00 PM 

7-26-17 

Regina Spektor/Ben Folds 

8:00 PM 

7-28-17 

ORFF: Carmina Burana; Beethoven: Emporer Concerto 

8:15 PM 

7-29-17 

Aretha Franklin 

8:00 PM 

8-1-17 

Nashville in Concert 

8:00 PM 

8-2-17 

Punch Brothers 

8:00 PM 

8-3-17 

Blondie & Garbage 

7:30 PM 

8-4-17 

La La Land in Concert 

8:30 PM 


Doug Domenech 

Senior Advisor 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS - 
7/24/17 

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor 
Lori Mashburn, White House Liaison 

Status of the Secretary 

TODAY: The Secretary is in Washington and will travel to WV with POTUS. 

Meeting with DJ Gribbin at EEOB. 

Lunch with Ambassadorial nominee to Portugal George Glass. 

Meeting with Louisiana Delegation (Rep. Graves, Rep. Higgins, Rep. Johnson, Rep. Abraham). 
Travel to West Virginia for Boy Scouts event with POTUS. 

THIS WEEK: 

Tuesday: HOED: Rural Prosperity Task Force Principals Breakfast; Meeting with Philip 
Howard, Senior Counsel, Covington & Burling; Call with Rep. Costa; Call with Senator Schatz; 
Travel to Ohio, Ameriean Heroes POTUS event. 

Wednesday: Hold for Sen. Merkley; Tour with Mayor Bowser; Meeting with Rep. Aderholt and 
James Swanson; Travel to El Paso, TX. (politieal event) 

Thursday: Eas Cruces, NM Monuments Tour 
Friday: Las Cruces, NM; Monuments Tour 
Saturday: Santa Fe, NM / Sabinoso Wilderness 

NOTE: the Seeretary will be on personal leave August 5-19 out of the eountry. 

Media TODAY 

(Saturday) SECRETARY ZINKE AND COLORADO SENATOR GARDNER ANNOUNCE MORE THAN $50 
MILLION FOR NATIONAL PARKS INFRASTRUCTURE 

NPS Centennial Challenge Program is Matching $20 Million in Congressional Funding with $33 
Million from Partner Organizations to Support Maintenance Projects at National Parks 


WASHINGTON - U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke and Colorado Senator Cory Gardner 
announced today that the National Park Service is teaming up with partners across the nation to 
distribute nearly $50 million in high priority maintenance and infrastructure projects at 42 parks in 




29 states. Congress provided $20 million for the projects as part of the Centennial Challenge 
program which will be matched by $33 million from more than 50 park partners to improve trails, 
restore buildings, and increase visitor access to parks. 


Secretary Zinke and Senator Gardner made the announcement while visiting Rocky Mountain 
National Park, which will receive $200,000 in federal funds matched by $200,000 from the Rocky 
Mountain Conservancy to reduce deferred maintenance on the Alluvial Fan Trail. 

(Potential) Zinke on confirmation of Bernhardt. 

DPI COMMS REPORT 

Secretarial-level Announcements/Events/Interviews 

□ Next Monday the Secretary will join POTUS in WV at the Boy Scout Jamboree and 
then a potential D.C. mayor tour. Tuesday: Ohio POTUS event. Wednesday he will start 
his monument tour of New Mexico and then Nevada. 

National Park Service 

□ July 24: Local NPS Release: Denali National Park will issue an environmental 
assessment on Milepost 231 Wayside and Trail Connections. This project for parking, 
trailheads, and a new trail connection is the NPS portion of a partnership with the Alaska 
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities and the Federal Highways Administration 
to enhance safety for pedestrians and other non-motorists in the area in conjunction with a 
bridge replacement over the Nenana River. 

□ Week of July 24: Local NPS Release: The Reconstruction Era National Monument will 
hold three public listening sessions (not related to July 28 Reconstruction Era Theme Study) in 
Beaufort, Port Royal, and St. Helena Island, South Carolina, as part of the development of a 
foundation document for this new park. Targeted stakeholder meetings will also be held in the 
respective communities during the day to identify the biggest challenges and opportunities 
facing the National Park Service in setting up these new areas and also provide input into the 
development of the foundation document and interpretive themes. 

□ July 25: Local NPS Release: The National Park Service will announce a 30-day public 
comment period on the Glacier National Park Lake McDonald Properties Management Plan 
Environmental Assessment (LA). Following the public review and comment period, the park 
will prepare a formal decision document. The EA analyzes alternatives to manage NPS-owned 
properties, including buildings listed on the National Register of Historic Places, adjacent to 
Lake McDonald. The proposed alternative uses an adaptive approach that identifies a 
sequence of management options for each property, which for most properties begins with 
historic leasing, park or concessioner use, or stabilization of properties. The last option in the 
adaptive management approach would be removal of buildings. The management plan has 
garnered local media and public interest with little to no controversy and a lot of interest in 
leasing the properties. 

□ TBD: National NPS Release: NPS announcement of annual Rutgers report on NPS 
Federal Historic Preservation Tax Incentives Program economic impact. Tax credits 2016 
contributed $12.3 billion in output to the U.S. economy, added $6.2 billion in GDP. Historic 
preservation tax incentives encourage investments in historic preservation and revitalization of 



communities small and large across the eountry. 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serviee 

□ July TBD: National FWS Release: FWS will announee it has apportioned $50 million to 
state fish and wildlife ageneies for developing and implementing programs that benefit 
wildlife and their habitats. The funding is provided through the FWS’s State Wildlife Grants 
(SWG) program and is distributed through an apportionment formula in aeeordanee with the 
Appropriations Aet. 

□ July TBD: FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a final rule establishing the 2017-18 
hunting seasons and bag limits for eertain migratory game birds to fulfill our responsibilities 
to the four international eonventions to proteet and manage migratory game birds. A prepared 
statement will be provided on our website with a link to the proposed rule. 

□ July TBD: FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a proposal to establish annual 
hunting regulations for certain migratory game birds for the 2018-19 hunting season to fulfill 
our responsibilities to the four international eonventions to proteet and manage migratory 
game birds. A prepared statement will be provided on our website with a link to the proposed 
rule. 

□ July TBD: National FWS Release: FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a proposal 
to approve the shot for hunting waterfowl and coots. FWS has concluded that this type of shot 
left in the terrestrial or aquatie environments is unlikely to adversely affeet fish, wildlife, or 
their habitats. Approving this shot formulation would inerease the nontoxie shot options for 
hunters. Interested stakeholders inelude the Flyway Couneils, state wildlife ageneies, non¬ 
governmental organizations and hunters. 

□ TBD: FWS Local Release: FWS plans to announee the notiee of availability of the 
revised draft reeovery plan for the giant garter snake in California. There may be some 
controversy with eost estimates associated with this plan. 

Bureau of Land Management 

□ July 24: BLM-AZ will meet with young leaders from 19 Afriean eountries who are part 
of the State Department’s Mandela Fellowship to discuss public land issues and ehallenges. 

□ Week of July 24: Loeal BLM Release: BLM-CO Little Snake Field Office will announee 
a 30-day publie scoping period for an environmental assessment evaluating a coal Lease by 
Application (LBA) from Peabody Energy’s Twentymile Coal Foidel Creek Mine near 
Hayden. The LBA is for 640 aeres of federal eoal underneath private surface. The coal would 
be mined by underground methods with no surfaee disturbanee. The mine estimates it could 
recover 4.1 million tons of eoal, generating approximately $13 million in royalties, half of 
which would go to the state. The lease would help the mine eontinue to employ 365 people. 

□ July 25: Loeal BLM Release: BLM-Eastern States, in conjunction with the U.S. Forest 
Serviee, will hold publie meetings in St. Paul, MN, and Virginia, MN, to solieit comments 
regarding the proposed 20-year withdrawal of 234,328 acres of Federal minerals from national 
forest system lands on the Superior National Forest within the Rainy River Watershed. Publie 
comments received during project scoping will inform development of an EIS to study the 
proposed mineral withdrawal. 



□ July 21 -26: The sage-grouse task foree team eomprised of BLM, USGS, USFWS, USFS, 
and Western Governors’ offiees will work in four subgroups to review a draft plan in response 
to S.O. 3353. The subgroups pertain to plan and poliey review, fire and invasive speeies, data 
and scienee and wildlife management. 

□ July 25 - 26: Local BLM Release: BLM-WY Pinedale and Rock Springs field offices 
will hold two open houses to discuss the Normally Pressured Lance Natural Gas Development 
Project with local communities. Public comments will be collected on the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement released last week. 

□ July 26: BLM acting Deputy Director for Operations John Ruhs will attend the Nevada 
Sheriffs’ Association meeting and provide a “BLM 101” presentation. 

□ July 26: BLM-AK will participate in the annual Formerly Used Defense Sites (FUDS) 
forum, focusing on issues that relate to potential sites within the National Petroleum Reserve 
in Alaska and contaminated lands and mine sites in Alaska. 

□ July 26: BLM-CA Bishop Field Office will meet with representatives from Mono 
County, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, and a private landowner to discuss riparian habitat 
improvement for bi-state sage-grouse through alterations in county road maintenance and 
installation of culverts and drainage dips. 

Bureau of Reclamation 

□ July 24-25: Reclamation will meet with stakeholders in Klamath Falls, Oregon, to kick 
off the stakeholder engagement process on the reinitiated ESA consultation on Klamath 
Project Operations. Organizations expected to attend the meeting include U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, National Marine Fisheries Service, Yurok Tribe, Karuk Tribe, Hoopa Valley 
Tribe, The Klamath Tribes, Klamath Water Users Association, and PacifiCorps. 

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

□ July 26 (tent.): BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Notice to Stakeholders on the Notice of 
Availability (NOA) for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement 
(SEIS). 

□ TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders on Information Transfer 
Meeting to be held in New Orleans August 22-24. 

Office of Insular Affairs 

□ July 25: Hearing before the House Subcommittee on Indian, Insular and Alaska Native 
Affairs, regarding the LBJ Hospital in American Samoa. 

□ July 25 or 26: Local lA Release: Marshall Islands grants release announces Compact 
Infrastructure $149,436; Ebeye Special Needs $300,000; Health Care Program for four Atolls 
(Sec 177) $697,387. 

CONGRESSIONAL 

Tuesday, July 25, 2017 

10:00am: House Natural Resources Indian, Insular, and Alaska Natives Affairs Subcommittee 
Oversight Hearing Assessing Current Conditions and Challenges at the Eyndon B. Johnson 
Tropical Medical Center in American Samoa 



Witness: Thomas Bussanich, Director of Budget, Insular Affairs 


Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

9:45am: Senate Energy and Natural Resources Public Lands, Forests, and Mining 
Subcommittee 

Legislative Hearing on S. 32, California Desert Protection and Recreation Act; S. 90, Red 
River Gradient Boundary Survey Act; S.357, Santa Ana River Wash Plan Land Exchange Act; 
S.436, San Juan County Settlement Implementation Act; S.467, Mohave County Federal Land 
Management Act; S.468, Historic Routes Preservation Act; S.614, Recreation and Public 
Purposes Act Commercial Recreation Concessions Pilot Program Act; S.785, Alaska Native 
Veterans Land Allotment Equity Act; S.837, Southern Utah Open OHV Areas Act; S.884, 
Small Miners Waiver Act; S.941, Yellowstone Gateway Protection Act; S.l 149, To amend the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act to repeal a provision limiting the export of timber 
harvested from land conveyed to the Kake Tribal Corporation; S.1230, Water Rights 
Protection Act; S.1271, Fowler and Boskoff Peaks Designation Act; and S.1548, Oregon 
Wildlands Act 

Witness: John Ruhs, Acting Deputy Director for Operations, BLM 
2:30pm: Senate Committee on Indian Affairs 

Oversight Hearing on the GAO Reports on Human Trafficking of American Indian and Alaska 
Natives in the United States 

Witness: Jason Thompson, Acting Director, Office of Justice Services, BIA 

Political Appointee Update 

Two new appointees started today bringing DOI politicals on board = 52 

Richard "Rick" Goeken- (pronounced "Gaykin") as Deputy Solicitor for Parks and Wildlife. 
Past experience: Smith Currie & Hancock LLP- Partner- (focusing on impact of federal 
environmental law and policy on access to public lands, federal contracts for the use of natural 
resources and development of private property. 

Blake Deeley as Advisor for the Office of Congressional and Legislative Affairs. Past 
experience: 

Congressman David McKinley- Policy Advisor for Energy and Environmental, 
Subcommitteess and staffer for House Congressional Coal Caucus. 

5 nominated awaiting confirmation. 

Deputy Secretary nominee David Bernhardt is expected to be voted on in the Senate on 
Monday. 

Nominees Combs, Berman, and Domenech participated in a Senate hearing on Thursday. 
Nominee Joe Balash to serve as the Department of the Interior’s Assistant Secretary for Land 
and Minerals Management has been announced. 

Speaking Invitations 

Accepted 

7/24 National Boy Scout Jamboree (Glen Jean, WV) 

7/29 National Monument Review Tour Nevada and New Mexico 



8/5-20 Personal 


Outstanding Invitations in Process 

8/22 - 2017 Lake Tahoe Summit invited by Sen. Feinstein and Sen. Heller (Lake Tahoe, CA) 
8/25-26 - Steamboat Institute's 9th Annual Freedom Conference & Festival (Steamboat 
Springs, CO) 

8/30 - West Virginia Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting (White Sulphur Springs, WV) 
Declining 

7/31-8/2 - FBI National Academy Associates Annual Training Conference (DC) 

8/2 - American Legion Northwest Regional Baseball Tournament's Opening Ceremony 
General Welcome (Missoula, MT) 

8/5 - Glacier National Park Conservancy remarks at Annual Backpacker's Ball 
(Whitefish/Kalispell) 

8/17 - Mineral Hill Conservation Project (Gardiner, MT) 

8/18 - Council of State Governments-West State and Federal Relations Committee (Tacoma, 
WA) 

8/21 - Gage County Tourism and Beatrice Chamber of Commerce (Beatrice, NE) 

Emergency Management 

In California, the Detwiler Fire, located in Mariposa County (CAL FIRE), has burned 76,250 
(+5,662) acres and is 45 (+35)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-I Incident 
Management Team (IMT) with 5,043 (+1,306) personnel, including 113 (+45) DOI personnel. 
There are 1,500 (no change) residential structures threatened and 4,968 (no change) evacuees. 
State Routes 140 and 49 remain impacted by the fire and are impeding access to Yosemite 
National Park. Additionally, high power transmission lines, which supply power to Yosemite 
National Park, have been impacted by the fire. The USGS reports that the Detwiler Fire has 
also disrupted service for 19 seismic sensors in the Northern California Seismic Network. 
These sensors provide coverage over the western side of the southern San Joaquin Valley, 
from the San Euis Reservoir to Coalinga and from Copperopolis to Visalia in the Sierra 
foothills. Once access to the area is possible, a detailed assessment of impacts and projected 
timeline for service repairs will be performed by USGS and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(US ACE) persormel. Impacts to the earthquake monitoring capabilities of the USGS include 
the loss of ability to detect and locate small earthquakes in the immediate vicinity, along with 
increased uncertainty in the initial location of larger earthquakes in the immediate vicinity. 
Full containment of the Detwiler Fire is expected on August 5. 

In Montana, the Eodgepole Complex Fire, located in Garfield County (BLM), has burned 
226,000 acres and is 5-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-2 IMT with 215 
personnel, including 26 DOI personnel. There are 145 residential structures threatened and 50 
evacuees. Twelve residences have been destroyed and the fire is threatening Sage Grouse 
habitat. Three civilian and two responder injuries have been reported. Full containment is 
expected on August 2. 

USGS crews continue to support flood response operations in northern Illinois and 
northeastern Iowa due to heavy rains that fell on July 21 and July 22. USGS crews deployed 



over the weekend and made 15 discharge measurements to validate stage-discharge relations, 
ensure proper streamgage operation, and assist the National Weather Service (NWS) with 
forecast information. Overall, 22 USGS streamgages in northern Illinois are above the NWS 
flood stage and six USGS streamgages in Iowa are above the NWS flood stage. All 
streamgages in the affected areas appear to be functioning properly, and the USGS continues 
to coordinate and share information with the NWS, USAGE, and other local emergency 
managers. 

Outside Media of Interest 

U.S. National Monument in Colorado to Remain Intact. 

Reuters (7/21, Coffman) reports Secretary Zinke on Friday said that Colorado’s Canyons of 
the Ancients National Monument “is no longer on a list of more than two dozen national 
monuments under review by the Trump administration for possible reduction or elimination.” 
He has recommended that it be kept “intact, with no modifications.” The story also appears at 
the New York Times (7/21, Reuters), U.S. News & World Report (7/21, Coffman). 

$53M To Go To US National Park Maintenance, Infrastructure. 

The AP (7/22) reports on Saturday, Secretary Zinke “announced more than $50 million for 
maintenance and infrastructure work at national parks.” He spoke at Rocky Mountain National 
Park, accompanied by US Senator Cory Gardner (R-CO). According to the department $20 
million will come from Congress and $33 million from “outside organizations.” 

Zinke In Denver Makes A Case For Energy Production On Public Lands. 

The Colorado Springs (CO) Gazette (7/22, Bunch) reports Secretary Zinke, speaking to the 
Western Conservative Summit on Friday in Denver, said that the US “should open up its 
public lands and shores for more energy production.” He said, “I can tell ya, the war on 
American energy is over.” One reason he gave is that US “national parks are about $11.5 
billion behind in maintenance and repairs, and public lands and wildlife refuges are about $15 
billion in need.” 

Climate Scientist Files Complaint On Trump Administration. 

The AP (7/21) reported that Joel Clement, who until recently was director of the Department 
of Interior’s Office of Policy Analysis, “says he was mistreated by officials in the 
administration of President Donald Trump for speaking about climate change.” Clement was 
reassigned to a position in which he had no background, which he claims is a violation of his 
federal whistleblower protections. The story also appears at San Francisco (CA) Chronicle 
(7/21), U.S. News & World Report (7/21), Greeneville (TN) Sun (7/21, Fitzgerald), 
Washington (DC) Times (7/21), and KTOO-FM Juneau (AK) Juneau, AK (7/23, Rott). 

Two Good Picks. 

The Ketchikan (AK) Daily News (7/21, Picks) in an editorial praises the selection of Chris 
Oliver to be assistant administrator of the National Marine Fisheries Service, and “Joe Balash 
as the U.S. Department of Interior’s assistant secretary for land and mineral management.” 
Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke in announcing the nomination said, “It’s been a long time” 
since an assistant secretary in the Interior Department was from Alaska. The paper concludes, 
“it will be good to have people who already know Alaska in these positions.” 



Amarillo-area Helium Auction Brings In $60M. 

The Amarillo (TX) Globe News (7/23) reports, “The Bureau of Land Management sold nearly 
$60 million in helium,” in its “fourth annual Amarillo-area auetion.” 

Federal Register Listings 

Items eleared for the FR on Friday. 

REG0007198 BIA Agency Information Collection Activities; Native American Business 
Development Institute (NABDI) Funding Solicitations and Reporting. This Notice, under the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, announces that BIA will ask the Office of Management 
and Budget (0MB) to renew its approval of the collection of information for the Native 
American Business Development Institute (NABDI) Funding Solicitation and Reporting. BIA 
is requesting public comments on the renewal for 60 days. Notice 07/21/2017. 

REG0007184 BEM Alaska Native Claims Selection. The BEM provides notice that it will 
issue an appealable decision approving conveyance of the surface estate in certain lands to the 
Alaska Native village corporation of Tulkisarmute Incorporated, pursuant to the Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act of 1971, as amended (ANCSA). As provided by ANCSA, the BEM 
simultaneously will convey the subsurface estate in the same lands to Calista Corporation. 
Notice 07/21/2017. 

REG0007189 BEM Rescission of a 2015 Rule: Oil and Gas; Hydraulic Fracturing on Federal 
and Indian Eands. The BEM is proposing to rescind a 2015 final rule, "Oil and Gas; Hydraulic 
Fracturing on Federal and Indian Eands," because the BEM has concluded that it is 
unnecessarily duplicative of State and some tribal regulations and that it imposes burdensome 
reporting requirements and other unjustified costs on the oil and gas industry. The Office of 
Information and Regulatory Affairs (OIRA) has concluded E.O. 12866 review and the BEM 
seeks DOI approval to publish the proposed rule ahead of a July 27, 2017, oral argument on 
the 2015 rule in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit. Proposed Rule 07/21/2017. 

REG0007201 BOE Final Supplemental EIS for the Cape Wind Energy Project. BOEM 
announces the availability of a Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) 
for the Cape Wind Energy Project, which is located in Federal waters between Cape Cod, 
Martha's Vineyard, and Nantucket Island. BOEM must issue the Final SEIS and publish this 
Notice as soon as possible to comply with a court order. Notice 07/21/2017. 

REG0007119 FWS Eost Hills Solar Project, Kem County, California; Draft Environmental 
Assessment and Draft Habitat Conservation Plan The proposed project includes the 
construction, operation and maintenance, and decommissioning of a 20-megawatt solar 
photovoltaic power generating facility. Notice 07/21/2017. 

REG0007199 NPS Agency Information Collection Activities: NPS Visitor Survey Card. This 
Notice, under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA), announces that the NPS will ask 
the Office of Management and Budget (0MB) to renew its approval of an information 
collection for the Visitor Survey Card (VSC). The NPS is requesting public comments on the 
renewal for 30 days. Notice 07/21/2017. 



WOLF TRAP 

Tickets in the Secretary’s box available. Please share with WH staff. 


7-25-17 

Diana Ross 

8:00 PM 

7-26-17 

Regina Spektor/Ben Folds 

8:00 PM 

7-28-17 

ORFF: Carmina Burana; Beethoven: Emporer Concerto 

8:15 PM 

7-29-17 

Aretha Franklin 

8:00 PM 

8-1-17 

Nashville in Concert 

8:00 PM 

8-2-17 

Punch Brothers 

8:00 PM 

8-3-17 

Blondie & Garbage 

7:30 PM 

8-4-17 

La La Land in Concert 

8:30 PM 
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DEPARTMENT OE THE INTERIOR DAILY UPDATE EOR CABINET AEFAIRS - 
7/25/17 

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor 
Lori Mashbum, White House Liaison 

NOTE: BERNHARDT WINS SENATE CONFIRMATION: Senators voted 53-43 Monday 
evening to confirm David Bernhardt's nomination as deputy secretary at Interior. Five members 
of the Democratic caucus - Michael Bennet, Joe Donnelly, Heidi Heitkamp, Angus King and Joe 
Manchin - joined all Republicans in supporting his bid to serve as Secretary Ryan Zinke's No. 2. 
"David's extensive experience serving under previous Interior secretaries, his esteemed legal 
career, and down-right love of our land and resources is exactly what is needed to help 
streamline government," Zinke said in a statement after the vote. 

Bernhardt Day 1 will be August 1. 

Status of the Secretary 

TODAY: The Secretary is in Washington and will travel to OH with POTUS. 

Meeting with Philip Howard, Senior Counsel, Covington & Burling. 

Call with Rep. Costa. 

Call with Senator Schatz. 

Travel to Ohio, American Heroes POTUS event. 


THIS WEEK: 

7/26 Wednesday: Hold for Sen. Merkley; Tour with Mayor Bowser; Meeting with Rep. Aderholt 
and James Swanson; Travel to El Paso, TX. (political event) 

7/27 Thursday: Eas Cruces, NM Monuments Tour; helicopter tour of Organ mtns Desert peaks 
with Fort Bliss, roundtable with ranchers and stakeholders, meeting on border security, meeting 
with ranchers on Rio Grande del Norte NM, media availability, driving tour with BLM 
7/28 Friday: Eas Cruces, NM; Monuments Tour; hike in monument with veterans, tribal 
meetings, meeting with friends of organ mountains. 

7/29 Saturday: Santa Fe, NM / Sabinoso Wilderness; Sabinoso Wilderness horseback riding with 
Senators Heinrich and Udall. 

7/30 fly to Eas Vegas NV, helicopter tour of basin and range NM and Gold Butte NM, TBD 
dinner with Senators. 

7/31 Round table with Friends Group on monuments, round table with elected officials, meeting 
with Moapa tribe, red eye to D.C. 


8/1 Day One Bernhardt. 


NOTE; the Seeretary will be on personal leave August 5-19 out of the eountry. (Greeee and 
Turkey) 

Media TODAY 

(Last Night) INTERIOR SECRETARY ZINKE APPLAUDS CONFIRMATION OF DAVID BERNHARDT AS 
DEPUTY SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON - Today, Department of the Interior veteran David Bernhardt was confirmed by the 
U.S. Senate to serve as the Interior's Deputy Secretary. He will be sworn-in in the coming days. 

"Finally, after months of waiting for confirmation in the Senate, I'm excited to welcome David 
Bernhardt back to the Department to serve as Interior's Deputy Secretary," said Secretary Ryan Zinke. 
"David's extensive experience serving under previous Interior secretaries, his esteemed legal career, 
and down-right love of our land and resources is exactly what is needed to help streamline 
government and make the Interior and our public lands work for the American economy. I look 
forward to swearing him in and having him on board to help put America First." 

AMERICAN HEROES: EMPLOYEES STEP UP TO THE CHALLENGE AT INTERIOR 

You don't have to wear a cape to be a hero. At the Interior Department, ordinary men and women 
sometimes find themselves called to act in extraordinary circumstances. Many have gone above and 
beyond their job descriptions. Some get recognized, and others spend their time quietly protecting 
the nation's public and tribal lands, and those who visit them. 

DPI COMMS REPORT 

National Park Service 

□ Week of July 24: Loeal NFS Release: The Reeonstruetion Era National Monument 
will hold three publie listening sessions (not related to July 28 Reeonstruetion Era Theme 
Study) in Beaufort, Port Royal, and St. Helena Island, South Carolina, as part of the 
development of a foundation doeument for this new park. Targeted stakeholder meetings 
will also be held in the respeetive eommunities during the day to identify the biggest 
ehallenges and opportunities faeing the National Park Serviee in setting up these new areas 
and also provide input into the development of the foundation doeument and interpretive 
themes. 

□ July 25: Loeal NFS Release: The National Park Serviee will announee a 30-day 
publie eomment period on the Glaeier National Park Lake MeDonald Properties 
Management Plan Environmental Assessment (EA). Following the publie review and 
eomment period, the park will prepare a formal deeision doeument. The EA analyzes 
alternatives to manage NPS-owned properties, ineluding buildings listed on the National 
Register of Historie Plaees, adjaeent to Lake MeDonald. The proposed alternative uses an 
adaptive approaeh that identifies a sequenee of management options for eaeh property, 
whieh for most properties begins with historie leasing, park or eoneessioner use, or 
stabilization of properties. The last option in the adaptive management approaeh would be 
removal of buildings. The management plan has garnered loeal media and publie interest 
with little to no eontroversy and a lot of interest in leasing the properties. 



□ TBD: National NFS Release: NFS announcement of annual Rutgers report on NFS 
Federal Historic Freservation Tax Incentives Frogram economic impact. Tax credits 2016 
contributed $12.3 billion in output to the U.S. economy, added $6.2 billion in GDF. 
Historic preservation tax incentives encourage investments in historic preservation and 
revitalization of communities small and large across the country. 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

□ July TBD: National FWS Release: FWS will announce it has apportioned $50 million 
to state fish and wildlife agencies for developing and implementing programs that benefit 
wildlife and their habitats. The funding is provided through the FWS’s State Wildlife 
Grants (SWG) program and is distributed through an apportionment formula in accordance 
with the Appropriations Act. 

□ July TBD: FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a final rule establishing the 2017- 
18 hunting seasons and bag limits for certain migratory game birds to fulfill our 
responsibilities to the four international conventions to protect and manage migratory 
game birds. A prepared statement will be provided on our website with a link to the 
proposed rule. 

□ July TBD: FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a proposal to establish annual 
hunting regulations for certain migratory game birds for the 2018-19 hunting season to 
fulfill our responsibilities to the four international conventions to protect and manage 
migratory game birds. A prepared statement will be provided on our website with a link to 
the proposed rule. 

□ July TBD: National FWS Release: FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a 
proposal to approve the shot for hunting waterfowl and coots. FWS has concluded that this 
type of shot left in the terrestrial or aquatic environments is unlikely to adversely affect 
fish, wildlife, or their habitats. Approving this shot formulation would increase the 
nontoxic shot options for hunters. Interested stakeholders include the Fly way Councils, 
state wildlife agencies, non-governmental organizations and hunters. 

□ TBD: FWS Local Release: FWS plans to announce the notice of availability of the 
revised draft recovery plan for the giant garter snake in California. There may be some 
controversy with cost estimates associated with this plan. 

Bureau of Land Management 

□ Week of July 24: Local BLM Release: BLM-CO Little Snake Field Office will 
announce a 30-day public scoping period for an environmental assessment evaluating a 
coal Lease by Application (LBA) from Feabody Energy’s Twentymile Coal Foidel Creek 
Mine near Hayden. The LBA is for 640 acres of federal coal underneath private surface. 
The coal would be mined by underground methods with no surface disturbance. The mine 
estimates it could recover 4.1 million tons of coal, generating approximately $13 million 
in royalties, half of which would go to the state. The lease would help the mine continue to 
employ 365 people. 

□ July 25: Local BLM Release: BLM-Eastern States, in conjunction with the U.S. 

Forest Service, will hold public meetings in St. Faul, MN, and Virginia, MN, to solicit 
comments regarding the proposed 20-year withdrawal of 234,328 acres of Federal 



minerals from national forest system lands on the Superior National Forest within the 
Rainy River Watershed. Public comments received during project scoping will inform 
development of an EIS to study the proposed mineral withdrawal. 

□ July 21 -26; The sage-grouse task force team comprised of BLM, USGS, USFWS, 
USFS, and Western Governors’ offices will work in four subgroups to review a draft plan 
in response to S.O. 3353. The subgroups pertain to plan and policy review, fire and 
invasive species, data and science and wildlife management. 

□ July 25 - 26: Local BLM Release: BLM-WY Pinedale and Rock Springs field offices 
will hold two open houses to discuss the Normally Pressured Lance Natural Gas 
Development Project with local communities. Public comments will be collected on the 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement released last week. 

□ July 26: BLM acting Deputy Director for Operations John Ruhs will attend the 
Nevada Sheriffs’ Association meeting and provide a “BLM 101” presentation. 

□ July 26: BLM-AK will participate in the annual Formerly Used Defense Sites 
(FUDS) forum, focusing on issues that relate to potential sites within the National 
Petroleum Reserve in Alaska and contaminated lands and mine sites in Alaska. 

□ July 26: BLM-CA Bishop Field Office will meet with representatives from Mono 
County, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, and a private landowner to discuss riparian 
habitat improvement for bi-state sage-grouse through alterations in county road 
maintenance and installation of culverts and drainage dips. 

Bureau of Reclamation 

□ July 24-25: Reclamation will meet with stakeholders in Klamath Falls, Oregon, to 
kick off the stakeholder engagement process on the reinitiated ESA consultation on 
Klamath Project Operations. Organizations expected to attend the meeting include U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, National Marine Fisheries Service, Yurok Tribe, Karuk Tribe, 
Hoopa Valley Tribe, The Klamath Tribes, Klamath Water Users Association, and 
PacifiCorps. 

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

□ July 26 (tent.): BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Notice to Stakeholders on the Notice of 
Availability (NOA) for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Statement (SEIS). 

□ TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders on Information Transfer 
Meeting to be held in New Orleans August 22-24. 

Office of Insular Affairs 

□ July 25: Hearing before the House Subcommittee on Indian, Insular and Alaska 
Native Affairs, regarding the LBJ Hospital in American Samoa. 

□ July 25 or 26: Local lA Release; Marshall Islands grants release announces Compact 
Infrastructure $149,436; Ebeye Special Needs $300,000; Health Care Program for four 
Atolls (Sec 177) $697,387. 



CONGRESSIONAL 

Tuesday, July 25, 2017 

10:00am; House Natural Resourees Indian, Insular, and Alaska Natives Affairs Subeommittee 
Oversight Hearing Assessing Current Conditions and Challenges at the Lyndon B. Johnson 
Tropieal Medieal Center in Ameriean Samoa 
Witness: Thomas Bussanieh, Direetor of Budget, Insular Affairs 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

9;45am: Senate Energy and Natural Resourees Publie Lands, Forests, and Mining 
Subeommittee 

Legislative Hearing on S. 32, California Desert Proteetion and Reereation Aet; S. 90, Red 
River Gradient Boundary Survey Aet; S.357, Santa Ana River Wash Plan Land Exehange Aet; 
S.436, San Juan County Settlement Implementation Aet; S.467, Mohave County Federal Land 
Management Aet; S.468, Historie Routes Preservation Aet; S.614, Reereation and Publie 
Purposes Aet Commereial Reereation Coneessions Pilot Program Aet; S.785, Alaska Native 
Veterans Land Allotment Equity Aet; S.837, Southern Utah Open OHV Areas Aet; S.884, 
Small Miners Waiver Aet; S.941, Yellowstone Gateway Proteetion Aet; S.l 149, To amend the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Aet to repeal a provision limiting the export of timber 
harvested from land eonveyed to the Kake Tribal Corporation; S.1230, Water Rights 
Proteetion Aet; S.1271, Fowler and Boskoff Peaks Designation Aet; and S.l548, Oregon 
Wildlands Aet 

Witness: John Ruhs, Aeting Deputy Direetor for Operations, BLM 
2;30pm: Senate Committee on Indian Affairs 

Oversight Hearing on the GAO Reports on Human Traffleking of Ameriean Indian and Alaska 
Natives in the United States 

Witness: Jason Thompson, Aeting Direetor, Offiee of Justiee Serviees, BIA 

Political Appointee Update 

Two new appointees started today bringing DOI politieals on board = 52 
4 nominated awaiting eonfirmation. 

Nominees Combs, Berman, and Domeneeh partieipated in a Senate hearing on Thursday. 
Nominee Joe Balash to serve as the Department of the Interior’s Assistant Seeretary for Land 
and Minerals Management has been announeed. 

Secretary Speaking Invitations 

Accepted 

7/25 Ohio with POTUS. American Hero event. 

7/26 fly to El Paso, TX 

7/27-31 National Monument Review Tour Nevada and New Mexico 
8/5-20 Personal 

Outstanding Invitations in Process 

8/22 - 2017 Lake Tahoe Summit invited by Sen. Feinstein and Sen. Heller (Lake Tahoe, CA) 
8/25-26 - Steamboat Institute's 9th Annual Freedom Conference & Festival (Steamboat 
Springs, CO) 



8/30 - West Virginia Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting (White Sulphur Springs, WV) 


Declining 

7/31-8/2 - FBI National Academy Associates Annual Training Conference (DC) 

8/2 - American Legion Northwest Regional Baseball Tournament's Opening Ceremony 
General Welcome (Missoula, MT) 

8/5 - Glacier National Park Conservancy remarks at Annual Backpacker's Ball 
(Whitefish/Kalispell) 

8/17 - Mineral Hill Conservation Project (Gardiner, MT) 

8/18 - Council of State Govemments-West State and Federal Relations Committee (Tacoma, 
WA) 

8/21 - Gage County Tourism and Beatrice Chamber of Commerce (Beatrice, NE) 

Emergency Management 

In California, the Detwiler Fire, located in Mariposa County (CAL FIRE), has burned 78,900 
(+2,650) acres and is 60 (+15)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-1 Incident 
Management Team (IMT) with 5,013 (-30) personnel, including 132 (+19) DOI personnel. 
There are 1,500 (no change) residential structures threatened and 4,968 (no change) evacuees. 
Road closures on Highway 49 continue to impede access to Yosemite National Park, and high 
power transmission lines, which supply power to the park, continue to be impacted by the fire. 
Demobilization of resources is expected to begin today, and full containment of the Detwiler 
Fire expected on August 5. 

In Montana, the Lodgepole Complex Fire, located in Garfield County (BLM), has burned 
250,000 (+24,000) acres and is 20 (+15)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-2 
IMT with 611 (+396) personnel, including 81 (+55) DOI personnel. There are 145 (no change) 
residential structures threatened and 50 (no change) evacuees. Sixteen (+4) residences have 
been destroyed and additional perimeter growth is expected over the next few days. Three (no 
change) civilian injuries and three (+1) responder injuries have been reported to date. Full 
containment is expected on August 2. 

The Canyon Ferry and Helena Valley dams in Montana have been at an Emergency Action 
Plan (EAP) Response Level 1 since July 6, when a magnitude 5.8 earthquake occurred near 
Lincoln, Montana. The Bureau of Reclamation has returned both dams to normal operations as 
they did not identify any damage or issues as a result of the earthquake. 

Outside Media of Interest 

Senate Approves Nominee For No. 2 At Interior. 

The AP (7/24) reports that the Senate in a vote of 53-43 on Monday confirmed David 
Bernhardt, a lawyer and former Interior Department official, as deputy Interior secretary. 
Democrats criticized Bernhardt “saying he continued to advise a California water district even 
after he withdrew his formal registration as a lobbyist last year.” But Republicans “called 
Bernhardt a capable lawyer with vast experience in issues important to the West, including 
endangered species, water use and development of public lands.” 

Trump’s Interior Dept To Chop Months Off How Long It Takes To Get An Oil Drilling 
Permit. 



The Daily Caller (7/24, Bastaseh) reports that the Interior Department “plans on eutting wait 
times for oil and natural gas drilling permits on publie lands to just 30 days, aeeording to a 
senior ageney offieial.” Vineent DeVito, energy poliey adviser to Interior Seeretary Ryan 
Zinke, said, “We do want to shrink it down to 30 days and to make all the proeesses as short 
as possible, but at the same time, making sure our environmental stewardship is not breaehed, 
all of whieh is eompletely doable.” DeVito said, “We intend to be a better business partner by 
harmonizing the environmental review proeess aeross the board, the one-stop-shopping type 
of model.” 

Senate Democrats Call For An Investigation Of Climate Scientist Whistleblower 
Complaint. 

The Washington Post (7/24, Eilperin) reports that “eight Demoerats on the Senate Energy and 
Natural Resourees Committee asked the Interior Department’s deputy inspeetor general on 
Monday to investigate Seeretary Ryan Zinke’s deeision to reassign roughly 50 senior eareer 
offieials last month, on the grounds that it eould constitute an ‘abuse of authority.’” In the 
letter to Interior deputy IG Mary Kendall, which was “signed by all but three of the panel’s 
Democrats, the senators note that one of the reassigned Senior Executive Service officials - 
Joel Clement, the department’s top climate change official - has alleged he was punished for 
his work on the issue.” The senators wrote, “Any suggestion that the Department is 
reassigning SES employees to force them to resign, silence their voices, or to punish them for 
the conscientious performance of their public duties is extremely troubling and calls for the 
closest examination.” Interior spokeswoman Heather Swift “said in an email that the secretary 
makes no apologies for his decision to place a slew of experienced career officials in different 
posts.” Swift said, “The president signed an executive order to reorganize the federal 
government for the future and the secretary has been absolutely out front on that issue. Senior 
executives are the highest paid employees in the federal government and signed up for the 
SES knowing that they could be called upon to work in different positions at any time. 
Congress meant for the SES to be a mobile force that are capable of taking on different 
assignments to meet the needs of the agency.” In an email. Interior IG spokeswoman Nancy 
K. DiPaolo said that the office “just received the letter and will promptly access resources and 
methods to meet the request. We currently do not have any related work.” 

Marathon Markup To Tackle 21 Land, Renewable Energy Bills. 

E&E Daily (7/24) reports that the House Natural Resources Committee will begin 
consideration of 21 bills on Tuesday, “including bipartisan legislation to promote renewable 
energy development on public lands and a measure that would develop a central database for 
federal land properties.” Among the bills highlighted by the article is the “Public Eand 
Renewable Energy Development Act of 2017” (H.R. 825), which “requires the Interior 
Department to identify ‘priority areas’ for wind and geothermal power development on federal 
lands.” The panel will “also take up H.R. 2199, sponsored by Rep. Kevin Cramer (R-N.D.), 
which requires the Interior secretary to develop ‘a single, uniform database’ listing all ‘federal 
real property.’” 

Interior Department Announces Plan To Gut Federal Fracking Regulations. 

The Hill (7/24, Cama) reports the Trump administration seeks “to completely repeal Obama- 
era standards governing hydraulic fracturing on federal land.” The Bureau of Land 



Management’s proposal is expeeted to be published today in the Federal Register. The Obama- 
era rules “set standards in areas sueh as diselosure of fraeking ehemieals and integrity of well 
easing.” The 2015 regulation “was the Obama administration’s attempt to update deeades-old 
regulations to aeeount for the explosive growth in fraeking for oil and natural gas in reeent 
years.” The Hill adds “the repeal is the latest in a long string of environmental regulations 
from Obama that Trump is working to undo.” 

Federal Register Listings 

No items eleared for the FR on Monday. 


WOLF TRAP 

Tiekets in the Seeretary’s box available. Please share with WH staff. 


7-25-17 

Diana Ross 

8:00 PM 

7-26-17 

Regina Spektor/Ben Folds 

8:00 PM 

7-28-17 

ORFF: Carmina Burana; Beethoven: Emporer Concerto 

8:15 PM 

7-29-17 

Aretha Franklin 

8:00 PM 

8-1-17 

Nashville in Concert 

8:00 PM 

8-2-17 

Punch Brothers 

8:00 PM 

8-3-17 

Blondie & Garbage 

7:30 PM 

8-4-17 

La La Land in Concert 

8:30 PM 


Doug Domenech 

Senior Advisor 

US Department of the Interior 


NOTE: Every email I send or receive is subject to release under the Freedom of Information Act. 




To: Scott Hommel[scott_hommel@ios.doi.gov]; Magallanes, 

Downey[downey_magallanes@ios.doi.gov]; Laura Rigas[laura_rigas@ios.doi.gov]; Swift, 
Heather[heather_swift@ios.doi.gov]; James Cason[james_cason@ios.doi.gov]; Micah 
Chambers[micah_chambers@ios.doi.gov]; Daniel Jorjani[danielJorjani@ios.doi.gov]; Mashburn, 
Lori[lori_mashburn@ios.doi.gov]; Bauserman, Christine[christine_bauserman@ios.doi.gov]; Caroline 
Boulton[caroline_boulton@ios.doi.gov]; Thiele, Aaron[aaron_thiele@ios.doi.gov]; Willens, 
Todd[todd_willens@ios.doi.gov]; Getto, Leila[leila_getto@ios.doi.gov] 

From: Domenech, Douglas 

Sent: 2017-07-25T13:50:32-04:00 

Importance: Normal 

Subject: Interior Cabinet Affairs Report for 7/25/17 

Received: 2017-07-25T13:51:00-04:00 
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Attached and copied below. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS - 
7/25/17 

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor 
Lori Mashburn, White House Liaison 

NOTE: BERNHARDT WINS SENATE CONFIRMATION: Senators voted 53-43 Monday 
evening to eonfirm David Bernhardt's nomination as deputy seeretary at Interior. Five members 
of the Democratie caucus - Michael Bennet, Joe Donnelly, Heidi Heitkamp, Angus King and Joe 
Manchin - joined all Republicans in supporting his bid to serve as Secretary Ryan Zinke's No. 2. 
"David's extensive experience serving under previous Interior secretaries, his esteemed legal 
eareer, and down-right love of our land and resources is exactly what is needed to help 
streamline government," Zinke said in a statement after the vote. 

Bernhardt Day 1 will be August 1. 

Status of the Secretary 

TODAY: The Secretary is in Washington and will travel to OH with POTUS. 

Meeting with Philip Howard, Senior Counsel, Covington & Burling. 

Call with Rep. Costa. 

Call with Senator Schatz. 

Travel to Ohio, Ameriean Heroes POTUS event. 


THIS WEEK: 

7/26 Wednesday: Hold for Sen. Merkley; Tour with Mayor Bowser; Meeting with Rep. Aderholt 
and James Swanson; Travel to El Paso, TX. (political event) 

7/27 Thursday; Eas Cruees, NM Monuments Tour; helicopter tour of Organ mtns Desert peaks 
with Fort Bliss, roundtable with ranchers and stakeholders, meeting on border seeurity, meeting 
with ranehers on Rio Grande del Norte NM, media availability, driving tour with BLM 
7/28 Friday: Eas Cruces, NM; Monuments Tour; hike in monument with veterans, tribal 
meetings, meeting with friends of organ mountains. 

7/29 Saturday; Santa Fe, NM / Sabinoso Wilderness; Sabinoso Wilderness horsebaek riding with 
Senators Heinrieh and Udall. 

7/30 fly to Eas Vegas NV, helieopter tour of basin and range NM and Gold Butte NM, TBD 



dinner with Senators. 

7/31 Round table with Friends Group on monuments, round table with elected officials, meeting 
with Moapa tribe, red eye to D.C. 

8/1 Day One Bernhardt. 

NOTE; the Secretary will be on personal leave August 5-19 out of the country. (Greece and 
Turkey) 

Media TODAY 

(Last Night) INTERIOR SECRETARY ZINKE APPLAUDS CONFIRMATION OF DAVID BERNHARDT AS 
DEPUTY SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON - Today, Department of the Interior veteran David Bernhardt was confirmed by the 
U.S. Senate to serve as the Interior's Deputy Secretary. He will be sworn-in in the coming days. 

"Finally, after months of waiting for confirmation in the Senate, I'm excited to welcome David 
Bernhardt back to the Department to serve as Interior's Deputy Secretary," said Secretary Ryan Zinke. 
"David's extensive experience serving under previous Interior secretaries, his esteemed legal career, 
and down-right love of our land and resources is exactly what is needed to help streamline 
government and make the Interior and our public lands work for the American economy. I look 
forward to swearing him in and having him on board to help put America First." 

AMERICAN HEROES: EMPLOYEES STEP UP TO THE CHALLENGE AT INTERIOR 

You don't have to wear a cape to be a hero. At the Interior Department, ordinary men and women 
sometimes find themselves called to act in extraordinary circumstances. Many have gone above and 
beyond their job descriptions. Some get recognized, and others spend their time quietly protecting 
the nation's public and tribal lands, and those who visit them. 

DPI COMMS REPORT 

National Park Service 

□ Week of July 24: Loeal NFS Release: The Reconstruetion Era National Monument 
will hold three public listening sessions (not related to July 28 Reconstruction Era Theme 
Study) in Beaufort, Port Royal, and St. Helena Island, South Carolina, as part of the 
development of a foundation document for this new park. Targeted stakeholder meetings 
will also be held in the respective communities during the day to identify the biggest 
challenges and opportunities facing the National Park Service in setting up these new areas 
and also provide input into the development of the foundation document and interpretive 
themes. 

□ July 25; Eocal NFS Release: The National Park Service will announce a 30-day 
public comment period on the Glacier National Park Lake McDonald Properties 
Management Plan Environmental Assessment (EA). Following the public review and 
comment period, the park will prepare a formal decision document. The EA analyzes 
alternatives to manage NPS-owned properties, including buildings listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places, adjacent to Lake McDonald. The proposed alternative uses an 
adaptive approach that identifies a sequence of management options for each property, 
which for most properties begins with historic leasing, park or concessioner use, or 
stabilization of properties. The last option in the adaptive management approach would be 



removal of buildings. The management plan has garnered local media and public interest 
with little to no controversy and a lot of interest in leasing the properties. 

□ TBD: National NFS Release: NFS announcement of annual Rutgers report on NFS 
Federal Historic Freservation Tax Incentives Frogram economic impact. Tax credits 2016 
contributed $12.3 billion in output to the U.S. economy, added $6.2 billion in GDF. 
Historic preservation tax incentives encourage investments in historic preservation and 
revitalization of communities small and large across the country. 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

□ July TBD: National FWS Release: FWS will announce it has apportioned $50 million 
to state fish and wildlife agencies for developing and implementing programs that benefit 
wildlife and their habitats. The funding is provided through the FWS’s State Wildlife 
Grants (SWG) program and is distributed through an apportionment formula in accordance 
with the Appropriations Act. 

□ July TBD: FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a final rule establishing the 2017- 
18 hunting seasons and bag limits for certain migratory game birds to fulfill our 
responsibilities to the four international conventions to protect and manage migratory 
game birds. A prepared statement will be provided on our website with a link to the 
proposed rule. 

□ July TBD: FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a proposal to establish annual 
hunting regulations for certain migratory game birds for the 2018-19 hunting season to 
fulfill our responsibilities to the four international conventions to protect and manage 
migratory game birds. A prepared statement will be provided on our website with a link to 
the proposed rule. 

□ July TBD: National FWS Release: FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a 
proposal to approve the shot for hunting waterfowl and coots. FWS has concluded that this 
type of shot left in the terrestrial or aquatic environments is unlikely to adversely affect 
fish, wildlife, or their habitats. Approving this shot formulation would increase the 
nontoxic shot options for hunters. Interested stakeholders include the Flyway Councils, 
state wildlife agencies, non-govemmental organizations and hunters. 

□ TBD: FWS Local Release: FWS plans to announce the notice of availability of the 
revised draft recovery plan for the giant garter snake in California. There may be some 
controversy with cost estimates associated with this plan. 

Bureau of Land Management 

□ Week of July 24: Local BLM Release: BLM-CO Little Snake Field Office will 
announce a 30-day public scoping period for an environmental assessment evaluating a 
coal Lease by Application (LBA) from Feabody Energy’s Twentymile Coal Foidel Creek 
Mine near Hayden. The LBA is for 640 acres of federal coal underneath private surface. 
The coal would be mined by underground methods with no surface disturbance. The mine 
estimates it could recover 4.1 million tons of coal, generating approximately $13 million 
in royalties, half of which would go to the state. The lease would help the mine continue to 
employ 365 people. 

□ July 25: Local BLM Release: BLM-Eastern States, in conjunction with the U.S. 



Forest Service, will hold public meetings in St. Paul, MN, and Virginia, MN, to solicit 
comments regarding the proposed 20-year withdrawal of 234,328 acres of Federal 
minerals from national forest system lands on the Superior National Forest within the 
Rainy River Watershed. Public comments received during project scoping will inform 
development of an EIS to study the proposed mineral withdrawal. 

□ July 21 -26: The sage-grouse task force team comprised of BLM, USGS, USFWS, 
USFS, and Western Governors’ offices will work in four subgroups to review a draft plan 
in response to S.O. 3353. The subgroups pertain to plan and policy review, fire and 
invasive species, data and science and wildlife management. 

□ July 25 - 26: Local BLM Release: BLM-WY Pinedale and Rock Springs field offices 
will hold two open houses to discuss the Normally Pressured Lance Natural Gas 
Development Project with local communities. Public comments will be collected on the 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement released last week. 

□ July 26: BLM acting Deputy Director for Operations John Rubs will attend the 
Nevada Sheriffs’ Association meeting and provide a “BLM 101” presentation. 

□ July 26: BLM-AK will participate in the annual Formerly Used Defense Sites 
(FUDS) forum, focusing on issues that relate to potential sites within the National 
Petroleum Reserve in Alaska and contaminated lands and mine sites in Alaska. 

□ July 26: BLM-CA Bishop Field Office will meet with representatives from Mono 
County, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, and a private landowner to discuss riparian 
habitat improvement for bi-state sage-grouse through alterations in county road 
maintenance and installation of culverts and drainage dips. 

Bureau of Reclamation 

□ July 24-25: Reclamation will meet with stakeholders in Klamath Falls, Oregon, to 
kick off the stakeholder engagement process on the reinitiated ESA consultation on 
Klamath Project Operations. Organizations expected to attend the meeting include U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, National Marine Fisheries Service, Yurok Tribe, Karuk Tribe, 
Hoopa Valley Tribe, The Klamath Tribes, Klamath Water Users Association, and 
PacifiCorps. 

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

□ July 26 (tent.): BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Notice to Stakeholders on the Notice of 
Availability (NOA) for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Statement (SEIS). 

□ TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders on Information Transfer 
Meeting to be held in New Orleans August 22-24. 

Office of Insular Affairs 

□ July 25: Hearing before the House Subcommittee on Indian, Insular and Alaska 
Native Affairs, regarding the LBJ Hospital in American Samoa. 

□ July 25 or 26: Local lA Release: Marshall Islands grants release announces Compact 
Infrastructure $149,436; Ebeye Special Needs $300,000; Health Care Program for four 



Atolls (Sec 177) $697,387. 


CONGRESSIONAL 

Tuesday, July 25, 2017 

10:00am; House Natural Resources Indian, Insular, and Alaska Natives Affairs Subcommittee 
Oversight Hearing Assessing Current Conditions and Challenges at the Lyndon B. Johnson 
Tropical Medical Center in American Samoa 
Witness: Thomas Bussanich, Director of Budget, Insular Affairs 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

9;45am: Senate Energy and Natural Resources Public Lands, Forests, and Mining 
Subcommittee 

Legislative Hearing on S. 32, California Desert Protection and Recreation Act; S. 90, Red 
River Gradient Boundary Survey Act; S.357, Santa Ana River Wash Plan Land Exchange Act; 
S.436, San Juan County Settlement Implementation Act; S.467, Mohave County Federal Land 
Management Act; S.468, Historic Routes Preservation Act; S.614, Recreation and Public 
Purposes Act Commercial Recreation Concessions Pilot Program Act; S.785, Alaska Native 
Veterans Land Allotment Equity Act; S.837, Southern Utah Open OHV Areas Act; S.884, 
Small Miners Waiver Act; S.941, Yellowstone Gateway Protection Act; S.l 149, To amend the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act to repeal a provision limiting the export of timber 
harvested from land conveyed to the Kake Tribal Corporation; S.1230, Water Rights 
Protection Act; S.1271, Fowler and Boskoff Peaks Designation Act; and S.1548, Oregon 
Wildlands Act 

Witness: John Ruhs, Acting Deputy Director for Operations, BLM 
2;30pm: Senate Committee on Indian Affairs 

Oversight Hearing on the GAO Reports on Human Trafficking of American Indian and Alaska 
Natives in the United States 

Witness: Jason Thompson, Acting Director, Office of Justice Services, BIA 

Political Appointee Update 

Two new appointees started today bringing DOl politicals on board = 52 
4 nominated awaiting confirmation. 

Nominees Combs, Berman, and Domenech participated in a Senate hearing on Thursday. 
Nominee Joe Balash to serve as the Department of the Interior’s Assistant Secretary for Land 
and Minerals Management has been announced. 

Secretary Speaking Invitations 

Accepted 

7/25 Ohio with POTUS. American Hero event. 

7/26 fly to El Paso, TX 

7/27-31 National Monument Review Tour Nevada and New Mexico 
8/5-20 Personal 

Outstanding Invitations in Process 



8/22 - 2017 Lake Tahoe Summit invited by Sen. Feinstein and Sen. Fleller (Lake Tahoe, CA) 
8/25-26 - Steamboat Institute's 9th Annual Freedom Conference & Festival (Steamboat 
Springs, CO) 

8/30 - West Virginia Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting (White Sulphur Springs, WV) 
Declining 

7/31-8/2 - FBI National Academy Associates Annual Training Conference (DC) 

8/2 - American Legion Northwest Regional Baseball Tournament's Opening Ceremony 
General Welcome (Missoula, MT) 

8/5 - Glacier National Park Conservancy remarks at Annual Backpacker's Ball 
(Whitefish/Kalispell) 

8/17 - Mineral Flill Conservation Project (Gardiner, MT) 

8/18 - Council of State Governments-West State and Federal Relations Committee (Tacoma, 
WA) 

8/21 - Gage County Tourism and Beatrice Chamber of Commerce (Beatrice, NE) 

Emergency Management 

In California, the Detwiler Fire, located in Mariposa County (CAL FIRE), has burned 78,900 
(+2,650) acres and is 60 (+15)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-1 Incident 
Management Team (IMT) with 5,013 (-30) personnel, including 132 (+19) DOI personnel. 
There are 1,500 (no change) residential structures threatened and 4,968 (no change) evacuees. 
Road closures on Highway 49 continue to impede access to Yosemite National Park, and high 
power transmission lines, which supply power to the park, continue to be impacted by the fire. 
Demobilization of resources is expected to begin today, and full containment of the Detwiler 
Fire expected on August 5. 

In Montana, the Eodgepole Complex Fire, located in Garfield County (BEM), has burned 
250,000 (+24,000) acres and is 20 (+15)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-2 
IMT with 611 (+396) personnel, including 81 (+55) DOI personnel. There are 145 (no change) 
residential structures threatened and 50 (no change) evacuees. Sixteen (+4) residences have 
been destroyed and additional perimeter growth is expected over the next few days. Three (no 
change) civilian injuries and three (+1) responder injuries have been reported to date. Full 
containment is expected on August 2. 

The Canyon Ferry and Helena Valley dams in Montana have been at an Emergency Action 
Plan (EAP) Response Eevel 1 since July 6, when a magnitude 5.8 earthquake occurred near 
Eincoln, Montana. The Bureau of Reclamation has returned both dams to normal operations as 
they did not identify any damage or issues as a result of the earthquake. 

Outside Media of Interest 

Senate Approves Nominee For No. 2 At Interior. 

The AP (7/24) reports that the Senate in a vote of 53-43 on Monday confirmed David 
Bernhardt, a lawyer and former Interior Department official, as deputy Interior secretary. 
Democrats criticized Bernhardt “saying he continued to advise a California water district even 
after he withdrew his formal registration as a lobbyist last year.” But Republicans “called 
Bernhardt a capable lawyer with vast experience in issues important to the West, including 
endangered species, water use and development of public lands.” 



Trump’s Interior Dept To Chop Months Off How Long It Takes To Get An Oil Drilling 
Permit, 

The Daily Caller (7/24, Bastasch) reports that the Interior Department “plans on cutting wait 
times for oil and natural gas drilling permits on public lands to just 30 days, according to a 
senior agency official.” Vincent DeVito, energy policy adviser to Interior Secretary Ryan 
Zinke, said, “We do want to shrink it down to 30 days and to make all the processes as short 
as possible, but at the same time, making sure our environmental stewardship is not breached, 
all of which is completely doable.” DeVito said, “We intend to be a better business partner by 
harmonizing the environmental review process across the board, the one-stop-shopping type 
of model.” 

Senate Democrats Call For An Investigation Of Climate Scientist Whistleblower 
Complaint. 

The Washington Post (7/24, Eilperin) reports that “eight Democrats on the Senate Energy and 
Natural Resources Committee asked the Interior Department’s deputy inspector general on 
Monday to investigate Secretary Ryan Zinke’s decision to reassign roughly 50 senior career 
officials last month, on the grounds that it could constitute an ‘abuse of authority.’” In the 
letter to Interior deputy IG Mary Kendall, which was “signed by all but three of the panel’s 
Democrats, the senators note that one of the reassigned Senior Executive Service officials - 
Joel Clement, the department’s top climate change official - has alleged he was punished for 
his work on the issue.” The senators wrote, “Any suggestion that the Department is 
reassigning SES employees to force them to resign, silence their voices, or to punish them for 
the conscientious performance of their public duties is extremely troubling and calls for the 
closest examination.” Interior spokeswoman Heather Swift “said in an email that the secretary 
makes no apologies for his decision to place a slew of experienced career officials in different 
posts.” Swift said, “The president signed an executive order to reorganize the federal 
government for the future and the secretary has been absolutely out front on that issue. Senior 
executives are the highest paid employees in the federal government and signed up for the 
SES knowing that they could be called upon to work in different positions at any time. 
Congress meant for the SES to be a mobile force that are capable of taking on different 
assignments to meet the needs of the agency.” In an email. Interior IG spokeswoman Nancy 
K. DiPaolo said that the office “just received the letter and will promptly access resources and 
methods to meet the request. We currently do not have any related work.” 

Marathon Markup To Tackle 21 Land, Renewable Energy Bills. 

E&E Daily (7/24) reports that the House Natural Resources Committee will begin 
consideration of 21 bills on Tuesday, “including bipartisan legislation to promote renewable 
energy development on public lands and a measure that would develop a central database for 
federal land properties.” Among the bills highlighted by the article is the “Public Land 
Renewable Energy Development Act of 2017” (H.R. 825), which “requires the Interior 
Department to identify ‘priority areas’ for wind and geothermal power development on federal 
lands.” The panel will “also take up H.R. 2199, sponsored by Rep. Kevin Cramer (R-N.D.), 
which requires the Interior secretary to develop ‘a single, uniform database’ listing all ‘federal 
real property.’” 


Interior Department Announces Plan To Gut Federal Fracking Regulations. 



The Hill (7/24, Cama) reports the Trump administration seeks “to completely repeal Obama- 
era standards governing hydraulic fracturing on federal land.” The Bureau of Land 
Management’s proposal is expected to be published today in the Federal Register. The Obama- 
era rules “set standards in areas such as disclosure of fracking chemicals and integrity of well 
casing.” The 2015 regulation “was the Obama administration’s attempt to update decades-old 
regulations to account for the explosive growth in fracking for oil and natural gas in recent 
years.” The Hill adds “the repeal is the latest in a long string of environmental regulations 
from Obama that Trump is working to undo.” 

Federal Register Listinos 

No items cleared for the FR on Monday. 

WOLF TRAP 

Tickets in the Secretary’s box available. Please share with WH staff. 


7-25-17 

Diana Ross 

8:00 PM 

7-26-17 

Regina Spektor/Ben Folds 

8:00 PM 

7-28-17 

ORFF: Carmina Burana; Beethoven: Emporer Concerto 

8:15 PM 

7-29-17 

Aretha Franklin 

8:00 PM 

8-1-17 

Nashville in Concert 

8:00 PM 

8-2-17 

Punch Brothers 

8:00 PM 

8-3-17 

Blondie & Garbage 

7:30 PM 

8-4-17 

La La Land in Concert 

8:30 PM 


Doug Domenech 

Senior Advisor 
US Department of the Interior 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS - 
7/26/17 

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor 
Lori Mashbum, White House Liaison 

Status of the Secretary 

TODAY: The Seeretary is in Washington and will travel to Texas. 

Meeting with the NSC. 

Meeting with Mike Catanzaro. 

Meeting with Bannon. 

Tour with Mayor Bowser. 

Meeting with Rep. Aderholt and James Swanson. 

Travel to El Paso, TX for Border and Monuments Tour. 

Thursday, July 27. 2017 
Arrive Fort Bliss 

Helieopter Tour of Organ Mountains 
Travel to Las Cruees, NM 
Roundtable with Ranehers & Stakeholders 
Roundtable on Border Seeurity 

Meeting with Northern Ranehers on Rio Grande del Norte NM 
HOLD: Media Availability 
Driving Tour with BLM 

Friday, July 28, 2017 

Hike with Vet Voiee Foundation 

Meeting with Fort Sill Apaehe Tribe 

Meeting with Mesealero Apaehe 

Meeting with All Pueblo Couneil of Governors tribes 

Friends of Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks 

Travel to Santa Fe, NM 

Saturday, July 29, 2017 

Las Vegas National Wildlife Refuge 

Greet Senators and Rep. Lujan and Consolidate Vehieles. 

Hike to Canyon Bottom // Horsebaek Riding & Hiking 


Travel to Albuquerque, NM 
Dinner with Senators 

Sunday, July 30. 2017 
Travel to Las Vegas (LAS) 

Travel to Kirt’s Grotto 

Meeting with BLM Support Staff 

Fly Over Tour of Gold Butte National Monument 

Helieopter Tour departs Gold Butte National Monument en route Basin and Range National 
Monument 

Luneh Meeting with BLM Staff 
White River Narrows Roek Art Site Tour 
Shaman Knob / Mt. Irish 
Tour of Mt. Irish Petroglyph Site 
Travel to Las Vegas Airport 

Monday, July 31, 2017 

Travel to Mesquite, NV 

Roundtable with Friends of Gold Butte 

Depart Mesquite, NV en route Overton, NV 

Roundtable with Loeal County, City, and State Offieials 

Depart Overton, NV en route Moapa Tribal Faeility 

Meeting with Moapa Band of Paiutes 

Depart en route Las Vegas, NV 

HOLD: potential other meeting 

Wheels up Las Vegas, NV (LAS) en route Cineinnati, OH (CVG) 

Wheels up Cineinnati, OH (CVG) en route Washington, DC (DCA) 

8/1 Day One Bernhardt. 

NOTE: the Seeretary will be on personal leave August 5-19 out of the eountry. (Greeee and 
Turkey) 

Media TODAY 

SECRETARY ZINKE TO VISIT NEW MEXICO FOR MONUMENT REVIEW 

(WASHINGTON) - On Thursday, July 27, 2017, U.S. Seeretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke will 
travel to New Mexieo as part of the April 26, 2017 exeeutive order to review seleet national 
monuments. Seeretary Zinke will tour the Organ Mountains Desert Peaks National Monument 
by air, ear and foot. He will meet with loeal stakeholders and eleeted offieials who represent all 
sides of the issue. A press eonferenee for eredentialed members of the news media will be held 
on Thursday, July 27. Members of the news media who wish to RSVP for the press eonferenee 
must email Interior Press@ios.doi.gov . 

DPI COMMS REPORT 

National Park Serviee 


□ Week of July 24: Loeal NPS Release: The Reeonstruetion Era National Monument 



will hold three publie listening sessions (not related to July 28 Reeonstruetion Era Theme 
Study) in Beaufort, Port Royal, and St. Helena Island, South Carolina, as part of the 
development of a foundation doeument for this new park. Targeted stakeholder meetings 
will also be held in the respeetive eommunities during the day to identify the biggest 
ehallenges and opportunities faeing the National Park Serviee in setting up these new areas 
and also provide input into the development of the foundation doeument and interpretive 
themes. 

□ TBD: National NPS Release: NPS announeement of annual Rutgers report on NPS 
Federal Historie Preservation Tax Ineentives Program eeonomie impaet. Tax eredits 2016 
eontributed $12.3 billion in output to the U.S. eeonomy, added $6.2 billion in GDP. 
Historie preservation tax ineentives eneourage investments in historie preservation and 
revitalization of eommunities small and large aeross the eountry. 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serviee 

□ July TBD: National FWS Release: FWS will announee it has apportioned $50 million 
to state fish and wildlife ageneies for developing and implementing programs that benefit 
wildlife and their habitats. The funding is provided through the FWS’s State Wildlife 
Grants (SWG) program and is distributed through an apportionment formula in aeeordanee 
with the Appropriations Aet. 

□ July TBD: FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a final rule establishing the 2017- 
18 hunting seasons and bag limits for eertain migratory game birds to fulfill our 
responsibilities to the four international eonventions to proteet and manage migratory 
game birds. A prepared statement will be provided on our website with a link to the 
proposed rule. 

□ July TBD: FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a proposal to establish annual 
hunting regulations for eertain migratory game birds for the 2018-19 hunting season to 
fulfill our responsibilities to the four international eonventions to proteet and manage 
migratory game birds. A prepared statement will be provided on our website with a link to 
the proposed rule. 

□ July TBD: National FWS Release: FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a 
proposal to approve the shot for hunting waterfowl and eoots. FWS has eoneluded that this 
type of shot left in the terrestrial or aquatie environments is unlikely to adversely affeet 
fish, wildlife, or their habitats. Approving this shot formulation would inerease the 
nontoxie shot options for hunters. Interested stakeholders inelude the Flyway Couneils, 
state wildlife ageneies, non-governmental organizations and hunters. 

□ TBD: FWS Foeal Release: FWS plans to announee the notiee of availability of the 
revised draft reeovery plan for the giant garter snake in California. There may be some 
eontroversy with eost estimates assoeiated with this plan. 

Bureau of Fand Management 

□ Week of July 24: Foeal BFM Release: BFM-CO Fittle Snake Field Offiee will 
announee a 30-day publie seoping period for an environmental assessment evaluating a 
eoal Fease by Applieation (FBA) from Peabody Energy’s Twentymile Coal Foidel Creek 
Mine near Hayden. The FBA is for 640 aeres of federal eoal underneath private surfaee. 



The coal would be mined by underground methods with no surface disturbance. The mine 
estimates it could recover 4.1 million tons of coal, generating approximately $13 million 
in royalties, half of which would go to the state. The lease would help the mine continue to 
employ 365 people. 

□ July 25: Local BLM Release: BLM-Eastern States, in conjunction with the U.S. 
Forest Service, will hold public meetings in St. Paul, MN, and Virginia, MN, to solicit 
comments regarding the proposed 20-year withdrawal of 234,328 acres of Federal 
minerals from national forest system lands on the Superior National Forest within the 
Rainy River Watershed. Public comments received during project scoping will inform 
development of an FIS to study the proposed mineral withdrawal. 

□ July 21 -26: The sage-grouse task force team comprised of BFM, USGS, USFWS, 
USFS, and Western Governors’ offices will work in four subgroups to review a draft plan 
in response to S.O. 3353. The subgroups pertain to plan and policy review, fire and 
invasive species, data and science and wildlife management. 

□ July 26: BFM acting Deputy Director for Operations John Ruhs will attend the 
Nevada Sheriffs’ Association meeting and provide a “BLM 101” presentation. 

□ July 26: BLM-AK will participate in the annual Formerly Used Defense Sites 
(FUDS) forum, focusing on issues that relate to potential sites within the National 
Petroleum Reserve in Alaska and contaminated lands and mine sites in Alaska. 

□ July 26: BFM-CA Bishop Field Office will meet with representatives from Mono 
County, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, and a private landowner to discuss riparian 
habitat improvement for bi-state sage-grouse through alterations in county road 
maintenance and installation of culverts and drainage dips. 

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

□ July 26 (tent.): BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Notice to Stakeholders on the Notice of 
Availability (NOA) for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Statement (SEIS). 

□ TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders on Information Transfer 
Meeting to be held in New Orleans August 22-24. 

Office of Insular Affairs 

□ July 25 or 26: Local lA Release: Marshall Islands grants release announces Compact 
Infrastructure $149,436; Ebeye Special Needs $300,000; Health Care Program for four 
Atolls (Sec 177) $697,387. 

CONGRESSIONAL 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

9:45am: Senate Energy and Natural Resources Public Fands, Forests, and Mining 
Subcommittee 

Fegislative Hearing on S. 32, California Desert Protection and Recreation Act; S. 90, Red 
River Gradient Boundary Survey Act; S.357, Santa Ana River Wash Plan Fand Exchange Act; 
S.436, San Juan County Settlement Implementation Act; S.467, Mohave County Federal Fand 



Management Aet; S.468, Historie Routes Preservation Aet; S.614, Reereation and Publie 
Purposes Aet Commereial Reereation Coneessions Pilot Program Aet; S.785, Alaska Native 
Veterans Land Allotment Equity Aet; S.837, Southern Utah Open OHV Areas Aet; S.884, 
Small Miners Waiver Aet; S.941, Yellowstone Gateway Proteetion Aet; S.l 149, To amend the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Aet to repeal a provision limiting the export of timber 
harvested from land eonveyed to the Kake Tribal Corporation; S.1230, Water Rights 
Proteetion Aet; S.1271, Fowler and Boskoff Peaks Designation Aet; and S.l548, Oregon 
Wildlands Aet 

Witness: John Ruhs, Aeting Deputy Direetor for Operations, BLM 
2:30pm: Senate Committee on Indian Affairs 

Oversight Hearing on the GAO Reports on Human Traffieking of Ameriean Indian and Alaska 
Natives in the United States 

Witness: Jason Thompson, Aeting Direetor, Offiee of Justiee Serviees, BIA 

Political Appointee Update 

Two new appointees started today bringing DOI politieals on board = 52 
4 nominated awaiting eonfirmation. 

Nominees Combs, Berman, and Domeneeh - Senate Committee vote seheduled Thursday. 
Nominee Joe Balash as Assistant Seeretary for Land and Minerals Management has been 
announeed. 

Secretary Speaking Invitations 

Accepted 

7/27-31 National Monument Review Tour Nevada and New Mexico 
8/5-20 Personal 

Outstanding Invitations in Process 

8/30 - West Virginia Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting (White Sulphur Springs, WV) 
Declining 

7/31-8/2 - FBI National Academy Associates Annual Training Conference (DC) 

8/2 - American Legion Northwest Regional Baseball Tournament's Opening Ceremony 
General Welcome (Missoula, MT) 

8/5 - Glacier National Park Conservancy remarks at Annual Backpacker's Ball 
(Whitefish/Kalispell) 

8/17 - Mineral Hill Conservation Project (Gardiner, MT) 

8/18 - Council of State Govemments-West State and Federal Relations Committee (Tacoma, 
WA) 

8/21 - Gage County Tourism and Beatrice Chamber of Commerce (Beatrice, NE) 

Emergency Management 

In California, the Detwiler Fire, located in Mariposa County (CAL FIRE), has burned 80,000 
(+1,100) acres and is 65 (+5)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-1 Incident 
Management Team (IMT) with 4,495 (-518) personnel, including 123 (-9) DOI personnel. 
There are 1,500 (no change) residential structures threatened and 4,968 (no change) evacuees. 



Communities, transportation routes, and power infrastrueture loeated to the northeast of the 
fire eontinue to be threatened, ineluding transmission lines that supply Yosemite National 
Park with power. While additional perimeter growth is expeeted over the next 24 hours, full 
eontainment of the Detwiler Fire expeeted on August 5. 

In Montana, the Lodgepole Complex Fire, loeated in Garfield County (BLM), has burned 
270,000 (+20,000) aeres and is 34 (+14)-pereent eontained. The fire is managed by a Type-2 
IMT with 656 (+45) personnel, ineluding 96 (+15) DOI personnel. There are 145 (no ehange) 
residential struetures threatened and 50 (no ehange) evaeuees. Sixteen (no ehange) residenees 
have been destroyed. There is potential for large fire growth on Thursday due to a eold front 
bringing high winds to the fire area. Three (no ehange) eivilian injuries and three (no ehange) 
responder injuries have been reported to date. The need for additional resourees is not 
antieipated at this time, and fiill eontainment is expeeted on August 2. 

Outside Media of Interest 

As Interior Secretary Swaggers Through Parks, His Staff Rolls Back Regulations. 

In an analysis, the New York Times (7/25, Davenport, Fandos) reports that as Interior 
Seeretary Ryan Zinke, who professes his admiration of Teddy Roosevelt, visits publie lands in 
the West to gather input on his department’s review of reeent national monument 
designations, “a erew of politieal appointees in Washington has begun rolling baek the 
eonservation efforts” put in plaee during the Obama Administration. The Times highlights that 
Interior staff filed a legal proposal on Tuesday “to reseind the nation’s first safety regulation 
on hydraulie fraeturing,” “are exploring a proposal to loosen safety rules on underwater 
drilling equipment put in plaee after the 2010 BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexieo,” “have rolled 
baek an Obama-era order to bloek eoal mining on publie lands and delayed earrying out a 
regulation eontrolling emissions of methane...from oil and gas wells,” and is eondueting “a 
review of federal proteetions of the sage grouse.” The Times adds that Zinke’s eultivation of 
his “rugged image” is said to “getting old” to eonservationists, while “the oil and gas lobby 
says it is delighted” with the poliey moves. 

Delaware Senators Oppose Atlantic Ocean Seismic Testing. 

The AP (7/25) reports the two US senators from Deleware, Tom Carper and Chris Coons, “are 
asking the Trump administration to rejeet applieations from eompanies seeking to eonduet 
seismie surveys in the Atlantie Oeean, a first step toward offshore drilling.” The senators “said 
in a joint statement Tuesday that they and leaders in Delaware eoastal eommunities oppose the 
surveys, whieh help map potential drilling sites for oil and natural gas.” The AP adds “many 
other East Coast lawmakers and environmental groups also oppose sueh surveying, saying 
loud sounds from seismie air guns eould hurt marine life.” 

Interior Provides $409,885 To Guam. 

The Saipan (MNP) Tribune (7/25) reports that Aeting Interior assistant seeretary for Insular 
Areas Nikolao Pula “made available $409,885 to preserve natural and eultural resourees and 
proteet against invasive speeies in Guam.” Pula said, “We are espeeially pleased that Congress 
was able to provide some extra funding in [fiseal year] 2017 to mitigate and control the 
coconut rhinoceros beetle and little fire ant in Guam. All funding supports Gov. Eddie Calvo’s 
efforts in protecting Guam’s natural resources now and for the future.” 



Federal Register Listinos 

Items cleared for the FR on Tuesday. 


REG0007205 BIA Agency Information Collection Activities: Submission to the Office of 
Management and Budget for Review and Approval; Homeliving Programs and School Closure 
and Consolidation. This Notice, under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA), 
announces that the Bureau of Indian Education (BIE) will ask the Office of Management and 
Budget (0MB) to renew its approval of an information collection relating to Homeliving 
Programs and School Closure and Consolidation. The BIE is requesting public comments on 
the renewal for 30 days. Notice 07/25/2017. 

REG0007172 FWS General Conservation Plan for Oil and Gas Activities in Santa Barbara 
County, CA; Notice of Intent to prepare Environmental Documents; Initiation of Public 
Scoping Process. The U.S. FWS is seeking input from the public to identify potential issues 
and concerns, potential impacts, and possible alternatives to be considered in the development 
of an environmental analysis for a proposed General Conservation Plan for oil and gas 
activities in Santa Barbara County. Notice 07/25/2017. 

REG0007185 FWS Migratory Bird Hunting; Proposed 2018-19 Migratory Bird Hunting 
Regulations (Preliminary) with Requests for Indian Tribal Proposals; Notice of Meetings. The 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service proposes to establish annual hunting regulations for certain 
migratory game birds for the 2018-19 hunting season. Proposed Rule 07/25/2017. 

REG0007190 FWS Foreign Endangered Species; Receipt of Applications for Permit (first app 
University of Texas—Austin, Austin, TX PRT-124346). This is a batched notice announcing 
the receipt of applications received by FWS for Endangered Species Act permits and Marine 
Mammal Protection Act permits. Notice 07/25/2017. 

REG0007187 NPS Postponement of Public Meeting; Acadia National Park Advisory 
Commission. NPS will publish a future notice with new meeting date and location. Notice 
07/25/2017. 

REG0007208 NPS Notice of Meeting Postponement; Cedar Creek and Belle Grove National 
Historical Park Advisory Commission. NPS will publish a future notice with new meeting 
date and location. Notice 07/25/2017. 

REG0007209 NPS Notice of Meeting Postponement; Gateway National Recreation Area Fort 
Hancock 21st Century Advisory Committee. NPS will publish a future notice with new 
meeting date and location. Notice 07/25/2017. 

REG0007210 NPS Notice of Meeting Postponement; Native American Graves Protection and 
Repatriation Review Committee. NPS will publish a future notice with new meeting date and 
location. Notice 07/25/2017. 

REG0007211 NPS Notice of Meeting Postponement; Paterson Great Falls National Historical 
Park Advisory Commission. NPS will publish a future notice with new meeting date and 
location. Notice 07/25/2017. 



WOLF TRAP 

Tickets in the Secretary’s box available. Please share with WH staff. 


7-26-17 

Regina Spektor/Ben Folds 

8:00 PM 

7-28-17 

ORFF: Carmina Burana; Beethoven: Emporer Concerto 

8:15 PM 

7-29-17 

Aretha Franklin 

8:00 PM 

8-1-17 

Nashville in Concert 

8:00 PM 

8-2-17 

Punch Brothers 

8:00 PM 

8-3-17 

Blondie & Garbage 

7:30 PM 

8-4-17 

La La Land in Concert 

8:30 PM 


Doug Domenech 

Senior Advisor 

US Department of the Interior 
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To: Scott Hommel[scott_hommel@ios.doi.gov]; Magallanes, 

Downey[downey_magallanes@ios.doi.gov]; Laura Rigas[laura_rigas@ios.doi.gov]; Swift, 
Heather[heather_swift@ios.doi.gov]; James Cason[james_cason@ios.doi.gov]; Micah 
Chambers[micah_chambers@ios.doi.gov]; Daniel Jorjani[danielJorjani@ios.doi.gov]; Mashburn, 
Lori[lori_mashburn@ios.doi.gov]; Bauserman, Christine[christine_bauserman@ios.doi.gov]; Caroline 
Boulton[caroline_boulton@ios.doi.gov]; Thiele, Aaron[aaron_thiele@ios.doi.gov]; Willens, 
Todd[todd_willens@ios.doi.gov]; Getto, Leila[leila_getto@ios.doi.gov] 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS - 
7/26/17 

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor 
Lori Mashburn, White House Liaison 

Status of the Secretary 

TODAY: The Secretary is in Washington and will travel to Texas. 

Meeting with the NSC. 

Meeting with Mike Catanzaro. 

Meeting with Bannon. 

Tour with Mayor Bowser. 

Meeting with Rep. Aderholt and James Swanson. 

Travel to El Paso, TX for Border and Monuments Tour. 

Thursday, July 27. 2017 
Arrive Fort Bliss 

Helieopter Tour of Organ Mountains 
Travel to Las Cruces, NM 
Roundtable with Ranehers & Stakeholders 
Roundtable on Border Security 

Meeting with Northern Ranchers on Rio Grande del Norte NM 
HOLD: Media Availability 
Driving Tour with BLM 

Friday, July 28, 2017 

Hike with Vet Voice Foundation 

Meeting with Fort Sill Apache Tribe 

Meeting with Mesealero Apache 

Meeting with All Pueblo Council of Governors tribes 

Friends of Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks 

Travel to Santa Fe, NM 

Saturday, July 29, 2017 

Las Vegas National Wildlife Refuge 



Greet Senators and Rep. Lujan and Consolidate Vehicles. 

Hike to Canyon Bottom // Horseback Riding & Hiking 
Travel to Albuquerque, NM 
Dinner with Senators 

Sunday. July 30. 2017 
Travel to Las Vegas (LAS) 

Travel to Kirt’s Grotto 

Meeting with BLM Support Staff 

Fly Over Tour of Gold Butte National Monument 

Helicopter Tour departs Gold Butte National Monument en route Basin and Range National 
Monument 

Lunch Meeting with BLM Staff 
White River Narrows Rock Art Site Tour 
Shaman Knob / Mt. Irish 
Tour of Mt. Irish Petroglyph Site 
Travel to Las Vegas Airport 

Monday. July 31. 2017 

Travel to Mesquite, NV 

Roundtable with Friends of Gold Butte 

Depart Mesquite, NV en route Overton, NV 

Roundtable with Local County, City, and State Officials 

Depart Overton, NV en route Moapa Tribal Facility 

Meeting with Moapa Band of Paiutes 

Depart en route Las Vegas, NV 

HOLD: potential other meeting 

Wheels up Las Vegas, NV (LAS) en route Cincinnati, OH (CVG) 

Wheels up Cincinnati, OH (CVG) en route Washington, DC (DCA) 

8/1 Day One Bernhardt. 

NOTE: the Secretary will be on personal leave August 5-19 out of the country. (Greece and 
Turkey) 

Media TODAY 

SECRETARY ZINKE TO VISIT NEW MEXICO FOR MONUMENT REVIEW 

(WASHINGTON) - On Thursday, July 27, 2017, U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke will 
travel to New Mexico as part of the April 26, 2017 executive order to review select national 
monuments. Secretary Zinke will tour the Organ Mountains Desert Peaks National Monument 
by air, car and foot. He will meet with local stakeholders and elected officials who represent all 
sides of the issue. A press conference for credentialed members of the news media will be held 
on Thursday, July 27. Members of the news media who wish to RSVP for the press conference 
must email Interior Press@ios.doi.gov . 

DPI COMMS REPORT 

National Park Service 



□ Week of July 24: Loeal NFS Release: The Reconstruetion Era National Monument 
will hold three public listening sessions (not related to July 28 Reconstruction Era Theme 
Study) in Beaufort, Port Royal, and St. Helena Island, South Carolina, as part of the 
development of a foundation document for this new park. Targeted stakeholder meetings 
will also be held in the respective communities during the day to identify the biggest 
challenges and opportunities facing the National Park Service in setting up these new areas 
and also provide input into the development of the foundation document and interpretive 
themes. 

□ TBD: National NPS Release: NFS announcement of annual Rutgers report on NPS 
Federal Historic Preservation Tax Incentives Program economic impact. Tax credits 2016 
contributed $12.3 billion in output to the U.S. economy, added $6.2 billion in GDP. 
Historic preservation tax incentives encourage investments in historic preservation and 
revitalization of communities small and large across the country. 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

□ July TBD: National FWS Release: FWS will announce it has apportioned $50 million 
to state fish and wildlife agencies for developing and implementing programs that benefit 
wildlife and their habitats. The funding is provided through the FWS’s State Wildlife 
Grants (SWG) program and is distributed through an apportionment formula in accordance 
with the Appropriations Act. 

□ July TBD: FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a final rule establishing the 2017- 
18 hunting seasons and bag limits for certain migratory game birds to fulfill our 
responsibilities to the four international conventions to protect and manage migratory 
game birds. A prepared statement will be provided on our website with a link to the 
proposed rule. 

□ July TBD: FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a proposal to establish annual 
hunting regulations for certain migratory game birds for the 2018-19 hunting season to 
fulfill our responsibilities to the four international conventions to protect and manage 
migratory game birds. A prepared statement will be provided on our website with a link to 
the proposed rule. 

□ July TBD: National FWS Release: FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a 
proposal to approve the shot for hunting waterfowl and coots. FWS has concluded that this 
type of shot left in the terrestrial or aquatic environments is unlikely to adversely affect 
fish, wildlife, or their habitats. Approving this shot formulation would increase the 
nontoxic shot options for hunters. Interested stakeholders include the Flyway Councils, 
state wildlife agencies, non-govemmental organizations and hunters. 

□ TBD: FWS Focal Release: FWS plans to announce the notice of availability of the 
revised draft recovery plan for the giant garter snake in California. There may be some 
controversy with cost estimates associated with this plan. 

Bureau of Fand Management 

□ Week of July 24: Focal BFM Release: BFM-CO Fittle Snake Field Office will 
announce a 30-day public scoping period for an environmental assessment evaluating a 
coal Fease by Application (FBA) from Peabody Energy’s Twentymile Coal Foidel Creek 



Mine near Hayden. The LBA is for 640 acres of federal coal underneath private surface. 
The coal would be mined by underground methods with no surface disturbance. The mine 
estimates it could recover 4.1 million tons of coal, generating approximately $13 million 
in royalties, half of which would go to the state. The lease would help the mine continue to 
employ 365 people. 

□ July 25: Local BLM Release: BLM-Eastern States, in conjunction with the U.S. 
Forest Service, will hold public meetings in St. Paul, MN, and Virginia, MN, to solicit 
comments regarding the proposed 20-year withdrawal of 234,328 acres of Federal 
minerals from national forest system lands on the Superior National Forest within the 
Rainy River Watershed. Public comments received during project scoping will inform 
development of an FIS to study the proposed mineral withdrawal. 

□ July 21 -26: The sage-grouse task force team comprised of BFM, USGS, USFWS, 
USFS, and Western Governors’ offices will work in four subgroups to review a draft plan 
in response to S.O. 3353. The subgroups pertain to plan and policy review, fire and 
invasive species, data and science and wildlife management. 

□ July 26: BFM acting Deputy Director for Operations John Ruhs will attend the 
Nevada Sheriffs’ Association meeting and provide a “BLM 101” presentation. 

□ July 26: BLM-AK will participate in the annual Formerly Used Defense Sites 
(FUDS) forum, focusing on issues that relate to potential sites within the National 
Petroleum Reserve in Alaska and contaminated lands and mine sites in Alaska. 

□ July 26: BFM-CA Bishop Field Office will meet with representatives from Mono 
County, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, and a private landowner to discuss riparian 
habitat improvement for bi-state sage-grouse through alterations in county road 
maintenance and installation of culverts and drainage dips. 

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

□ July 26 (tent.): BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Notice to Stakeholders on the Notice of 
Availability (NOA) for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Statement (SEIS). 

□ TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders on Information Transfer 
Meeting to be held in New Orleans August 22-24. 

Office of Insular Affairs 

□ July 25 or 26: Local lA Release: Marshall Islands grants release announces Compact 
Infrastructure $149,436; Ebeye Special Needs $300,000; Health Care Program for four 
Atolls (Sec 177) $697,387. 

CONGRESSIONAL 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 

9:45am: Senate Energy and Natural Resources Public Fands, Forests, and Mining 
Subcommittee 

Fegislative Hearing on S. 32, California Desert Protection and Recreation Act; S. 90, Red 
River Gradient Boundary Survey Act; S.357, Santa Ana River Wash Plan Fand Exchange Act; 



S.436, San Juan County Settlement Implementation Act; S.467, Mohave County Federal Land 
Management Act; S.468, Historic Routes Preservation Act; S.614, Recreation and Public 
Purposes Act Commercial Recreation Concessions Pilot Program Act; S.785, Alaska Native 
Veterans Land Allotment Equity Act; S.837, Southern Utah Open OHV Areas Act; S.884, 
Small Miners Waiver Act; S.941, Yellowstone Gateway Protection Act; S.l 149, To amend the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act to repeal a provision limiting the export of timber 
harvested from land conveyed to the Kake Tribal Corporation; S.1230, Water Rights 
Protection Act; S.1271, Fowler and Boskoff Peaks Designation Act; and S.1548, Oregon 
Wildlands Act 

Witness: John Ruhs, Acting Deputy Director for Operations, BLM 
2:30pm: Senate Committee on Indian Affairs 

Oversight Hearing on the GAO Reports on Human Trafficking of American Indian and Alaska 
Natives in the United States 

Witness: Jason Thompson, Acting Director, Office of Justice Services, BIA 

Political Appointee Update 

Two new appointees started today bringing DOI politicals on board = 52 
4 nominated awaiting confirmation. 

Nominees Combs, Berman, and Domenech - Senate Committee vote scheduled Thursday. 
Nominee Joe Balash as Assistant Secretary for Land and Minerals Management has been 
announced. 

Secretary Speaking Invitations 

Accepted 

7/27-31 National Monument Review Tour Nevada and New Mexico 
8/5-20 Personal 

Outstanding Invitations in Process 

8/30 - West Virginia Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting (White Sulphur Springs, WV) 
Declining 

7/31-8/2 - FBI National Academy Associates Annual Training Conference (DC) 

8/2 - American Legion Northwest Regional Baseball Tournament's Opening Ceremony 
General Welcome (Missoula, MT) 

8/5 - Glacier National Park Conservancy remarks at Annual Backpacker's Ball 
(Whiteflsh/Kalispell) 

8/17 - Mineral Hill Conservation Project (Gardiner, MT) 

8/18 - Council of State Governments-West State and Federal Relations Committee (Tacoma, 
WA) 

8/21 - Gage County Tourism and Beatrice Chamber of Commerce (Beatrice, NE) 

Emergency Management 

In California, the Detwiler Fire, located in Mariposa County (CAE FIRE), has burned 80,000 
(-1-1,100) acres and is 65 (-t-5)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-1 Incident 
Management Team (IMT) with 4,495 (-518) personnel, including 123 (-9) DOI personnel. 



There are 1,500 (no ehange) residential structures threatened and 4,968 (no change) evacuees. 
Communities, transportation routes, and power infrastructure located to the northeast of the 
fire continue to be threatened, including transmission lines that supply Yosemite National 
Park with power. While additional perimeter growth is expected over the next 24 hours, full 
containment of the Detwiler Fire expected on August 5. 

In Montana, the Lodgepole Complex Fire, located in Garfield County (BLM), has burned 
270,000 (+20,000) acres and is 34 (+14)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-2 
IMT with 656 (+45) personnel, including 96 (+15) DOI personnel. There are 145 (no change) 
residential structures threatened and 50 (no change) evacuees. Sixteen (no change) residences 
have been destroyed. There is potential for large fire growth on Thursday due to a cold front 
bringing high winds to the fire area. Three (no change) civilian injuries and three (no change) 
responder injuries have been reported to date. The need for additional resources is not 
anticipated at this time, and full containment is expected on August 2. 

Outside Media of Interest 

As Interior Secretary Swaggers Through Parks, His Staff Rolls Back Regulations. 

In an analysis, the New York Times (7/25, Davenport, Fandos) reports that as Interior 
Secretary Ryan Zinke, who professes his admiration of Teddy Roosevelt, visits public lands in 
the West to gather input on his department’s review of recent national monument 
designations, “a crew of political appointees in Washington has begun rolling back the 
conservation efforts” put in place during the Obama Administration. The Times highlights that 
Interior staff filed a legal proposal on Tuesday “to rescind the nation’s first safety regulation 
on hydraulic fracturing,” “are exploring a proposal to loosen safety rules on underwater 
drilling equipment put in place after the 2010 BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico,” “have rolled 
back an Obama-era order to block coal mining on public lands and delayed carrying out a 
regulation controlling emissions of methane...from oil and gas wells,” and is conducting “a 
review of federal protections of the sage grouse.” The Times adds that Zinke’s cultivation of 
his “rugged image” is said to “getting old” to conservationists, while “the oil and gas lobby 
says it is delighted” with the policy moves. 

Delaware Senators Oppose Atlantic Ocean Seismic Testing. 

The AP (7/25) reports the two US senators from Deleware, Tom Carper and Chris Coons, “are 
asking the Trump administration to reject applications from companies seeking to conduct 
seismic surveys in the Atlantic Ocean, a first step toward offshore drilling.” The senators “said 
in a joint statement Tuesday that they and leaders in Delaware coastal communities oppose the 
surveys, which help map potential drilling sites for oil and natural gas.” The AP adds “many 
other East Coast lawmakers and environmental groups also oppose such surveying, saying 
loud sounds from seismic air guns could hurt marine life.” 

Interior Provides $409,885 To Guam. 

The Saipan (MNP) Tribune (7/25) reports that Acting Interior assistant secretary for Insular 
Areas Nikolao Pula “made available $409,885 to preserve natural and cultural resources and 
protect against invasive species in Guam.” Pula said, “We are especially pleased that Congress 
was able to provide some extra funding in [fiscal year] 2017 to mitigate and control the 
coconut rhinoceros beetle and little fire ant in Guam. All funding supports Gov. Eddie Calvo’s 
efforts in protecting Guam’s natural resources now and for the future.” 



Federal Register Listings 

Items cleared for the FR on Tuesday. 

REG0007205 BIA Agency Information Collection Activities: Submission to the Office of 
Management and Budget for Review and Approval; Homeliving Programs and School Closure 
and Consolidation. This Notice, under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA), 
announces that the Bureau of Indian Education (BIE) will ask the Office of Management and 
Budget (0MB) to renew its approval of an information collection relating to Homeliving 
Programs and School Closure and Consolidation. The BIE is requesting public comments on 
the renewal for 30 days. Notice 07/25/2017. 

REG0007172 FWS General Conservation Plan for Oil and Gas Activities in Santa Barbara 
County, CA; Notice of Intent to prepare Environmental Documents; Initiation of Public 
Scoping Process. The U.S. FWS is seeking input from the public to identify potential issues 
and concerns, potential impacts, and possible alternatives to be considered in the development 
of an environmental analysis for a proposed General Conservation Plan for oil and gas 
activities in Santa Barbara County. Notice 07/25/2017. 

REG0007185 FWS Migratory Bird Hunting; Proposed 2018-19 Migratory Bird Hunting 
Regulations (Preliminary) with Requests for Indian Tribal Proposals; Notice of Meetings. The 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service proposes to establish annual hunting regulations for certain 
migratory game birds for the 2018-19 hunting season. Proposed Rule 07/25/2017. 

REG0007190 FWS Foreign Endangered Species; Receipt of Applications for Permit (first app 
University of Texas—Austin, Austin, TX PRT-124346). This is a batched notice announcing 
the receipt of applications received by FWS for Endangered Species Act permits and Marine 
Mammal Protection Act permits. Notice 07/25/2017. 

REG0007187 NPS Postponement of Public Meeting; Acadia National Park Advisory 
Commission. NPS will publish a future notice with new meeting date and location. Notice 
07/25/2017. 

REG0007208 NPS Notice of Meeting Postponement; Cedar Creek and Belle Grove National 
Historical Park Advisory Commission. NPS will publish a future notice with new meeting 
date and location. Notice 07/25/2017. 

REG0007209 NPS Notice of Meeting Postponement; Gateway National Recreation Area Fort 
Hancock 21st Century Advisory Committee. NPS will publish a future notice with new 
meeting date and location. Notice 07/25/2017. 

REG0007210 NPS Notice of Meeting Postponement; Native American Graves Protection and 
Repatriation Review Committee. NPS will publish a future notice with new meeting date and 
location. Notice 07/25/2017. 


REG0007211 NPS Notice of Meeting Postponement; Paterson Great Falls National Historical 



Park Advisory Commission. NFS will publish a future notice with new meeting date and 
location. Notice 07/25/2017. 

WOLF TRAP 

Tickets in the Secretary’s box available. Please share with WH staff. 


7-26-17 

Regina Spektor/Ben Folds 

8:00 PM 

7-28-17 

ORFF: Carmina Burana; Beethoven: Emporer Concerto 

8:15 PM 

7-29-17 

Aretha Franklin 

8:00 PM 

8-1-17 

Nashville in Concert 

8:00 PM 

8-2-17 

Punch Brothers 

8:00 PM 

8-3-17 

Blondie & Garbage 

7:30 PM 

8-4-17 

La La Land in Concert 

8:30 PM 


Doug Domenech 

Senior Advisor 
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DEPARTMENT OE THE INTERIOR DAILY UPDATE EOR CABINET AEFAIRS - 
7/27/17 

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor 
Lori Mashbum, White House Liaison 

NOTE: The Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee has postponed their business 
meeting delaying the nominations of three Interior candidates. 

Status of the Secretary 

TODAY: The Secretary is in Texas and New Mexico. 

Arrive Fort Bliss 

Helicopter Tour of Organ Mountains 
Travel to Eas Cruces, NM 
Roundtable with Ranchers & Stakeholders 
Roundtable on Border Security 

Meeting with Northern Ranchers on Rio Grande del Norte NM 
HOED: Media Availability 
Driving Tour with BEM 

Friday, July 28, 2017 

Hike with Vet Voice Foundation 

Meeting with Fort Sill Apache Tribe 

Meeting with Mescalero Apache 

Meeting with All Pueblo Council of Governors tribes 

Friends of Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks 

Travel to Santa Fe, NM 

Saturday, July 29, 2017 

Las Vegas National Wildlife Refuge 

Greet Senators and Rep. Lujan and Consolidate Vehicles. 

Hike to Canyon Bottom // Horseback Riding & Hiking 
Travel to Albuquerque, NM 
Dinner with Senators 

Sunday, July 30, 2017 
Travel to Las Vegas (LAS) 

Travel to Kirt’s Grotto 


Meeting with BLM Support Staff 

Fly Over Tour of Gold Butte National Monument 

Helieopter Tour departs Gold Butte National Monument en route Basin and Range National 
Monument 

Luneh Meeting with BLM Staff 
White River Narrows Roek Art Site Tour 
Shaman Knob / Mt. Irish 
Tour of Mt. Irish Petroglyph Site 
Travel to Las Vegas Airport 

Monday. July 31. 2017 

Travel to Mesquite, NV 

Roundtable with Friends of Gold Butte 

Depart Mesquite, NV en route Overton, NV 

Roundtable with Loeal County, City, and State Offieials 

Depart Overton, NV en route Moapa Tribal Faeility 

Meeting with Moapa Band of Paiutes 

Depart en route Las Vegas, NV 

HOLD: potential other meeting 

Wheels up Las Vegas, NV (LAS) en route Cineinnati, OH (CVG) 

Wheels up Cineinnati, OH (CVG) en route Washington, DC (DCA) 

8/1 Day One Bernhardt. 

NOTE: the Seeretary will be on personal leave August 5-19 out of the eountry. (Greeee and 
Turkey) 

Media TODAY 

SECRETARY ZINKE WELCOMES THREE TO INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON - Today, U.S. Seeretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke weleomed three new hires 
to the Department in the Offiee of the Solieitor, the Offiee of Communieations, and the Offiee of 
Congressional and Legislative Affairs. The new additions bring a eombination of Congressional, 
Exeeutive Braneh, and private seetor experienee. 

“I eould not be happier with the way our Department has been staffing up in reeent weeks. These 
new team members will help us more effieiently and effeetively earryout the President's 
priorities on behalf of the Ameriean people,” Seeretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke said. 

Riehard Goeken has been hired as Deputy Solieitor for Parks and Wildlife. Goeken has over 20 
years of legal experienee, beginning as an Assoeiate and then a Partner at Saltman & Stevens, 
P.C. In 2012, Saltman & Stevens merged with Smith Currie & Haneoek, L.E.P., where Goeken 
was a Partner for the last five years. His eareer has foeused on environmental law and poliey. 
Goeken is a graduate of the College of William & Mary’s Eaw Sehool. 

Russell Newell returns to Interior as the Deputy Direetor of Communieations. For the last five 
years, Newell has served as Direetor of Exeeutive & Corporate Communieation at Disney/ABC 



Television Group. Newell also served as Direetor of Communieations and Media Relations for 
the U.S. Chamber of Commeree, as Senior Media Advisor for Multi-National Forees-Iraq, and as 
a Publie Affairs Offieer and speeehwriter at the Departments of State, Interior, and Homeland 
Seeurity, as well as for Governor Jeb Bush. 

Blake Deeley will serve as an Advisor in the Offiee of Congressional and Legislative Affairs. He 
has extensive experienee on Capitol Hill, and was most reeently a Poliey Advisor in the Offiee 
of Congressman David MeKinley of West Virginia and served as the lead staffer for the 
Congressional Coal Caueus. Prior to this, he was a Manager of Publie Affairs at the Kentueky 
Chamber of Commeree, a Legislative Correspondent for Senator Miteh MeConnell, and a Staff 
Assistant for Senator Rand Paul. 

WEEK AHEAD July 26 thru August 3, 2017 
Announeements/Releases/Events 

• This week the Seeretary is traveling to New Mexieo and then Nevada to tour Monuments 
under review. We issued a media advisory with some details of his trip. 

• We eontinue to support the WH’s “Hero’s Week” through soeial media and a video from 
the Seeretary to employees and stakeholders. 

TBD: will send out a press release "Interior Seeretary Zinke Applauds Mine Proposal to Create 
Jobs in Virginia and West Virginia" 

AGENCY RELEASES 

National Park Service 

• July 27: National NPS Release: NPS release on 10 Parks Honoring Ameriean Heroes. 

• July 28: Loeal NPS Release: NPS will announee the opening of a publie eomment period 
on an environmental assessment for proposed utility and roadway erossings and a visitor trail 
within Tule Springs Fossil Beds National Monument. 

• July 28: National NPS Release: NPS will release a theme study foeusing on signifieant 
historie properties of the post-Civil War Reeonstruetion Era. 

• Week of July 24: Eoeal NPS Release: The Reeonstruetion Era National Monument will 
hold three publie listening sessions (not related to July 28 Reeonstruetion Era Theme Study) in 
Beaufort, Port Royal, and St. Helena Island, South Carolina, as part of the development of a 
foundation doeument for this new park. Targeted stakeholder meetings will also be held in the 
respeetive eommunities during the day to identify the biggest ehallenges and opportunities faeing 
the National Park Serviee in setting up these new areas and also provide input into the 
development of the foundation doeument and interpretive themes. 

• July 31: Loeal NPS Release: NPS will announee another round of $ 1.189 million in 
Ameriean Battlefield Proteetion Grants (planning) to aid in the researeh, doeumentation, and/or 
interpretation of signifieant Ameriean battlefields. Releases will be done at the loeal level of 
NPS sites reeeiving funds. 

• July TBD: National NPS Release: NPS announeement of annual Rutgers report on NPS 
Federal Historie Preservation Tax Ineentives Program eeonomie impaet. Tax eredits 2016 
eontributed $12.3 billion in output to the U.S. eeonomy, added $6.2 billion in GDP. Historie 
preservation tax ineentives eneourage investments in historie preservation and revitalization of 
eommunities small and large aeross the eountry. 



• July TBD; Denali National Park and Preserve will release a draft Long Range 
Transportation Plan for 30 days of publie review and eomment. The plan, developed over a three- 
year period, doeuments baseline eonditions, examines funding options, and will help inform 
projeet priority setting. The plan foeuses on the 90-mile-long park road and its importanee to the 
visitor experienee and resouree proteetion, as well as its uses by eoneessionaire and in-holder 
buses, and private and administrative vehieles. Portions of the road, initially eonstrueted nearly 
100 years ago, have been subjeet to temporary elosures in reeent years, in part beeause slopes 
have beeome more unstable due to warming permafrost and other faetors. Road use has 
inereased as overall park visitation has grown to nearly 600,000 people per year. 

• August 3: Congresswoman Staeey Plaskett will hold a publie meeting with Regional 
Direetor Stan Austin in Saint John, Virgin Islands to update the eommunity on the administrative 
realignment of national park superintendents in the Caribbean to now report to the Caribbean 
parks group superintendent. 

U,S, Fish and Wildlife Service 

• July 31: National FWS Release: FWS release on proposal to expand hunting and fishing 
opportunities on 10 National Wildlife Refuges. 

• July 31 (tent.): Loeal FWS Release: FWS plans to announee it is seeking publie input to 
identify potential issues, eoneerns, impaets and alternatives to be eonsidered in development of 
either an Environmental Assessment or an Environmental Impaet Statement for a proposed 
General Conservation Plan for oil and gas aetivities in Santa Barbara County, California. This 
aetion is not expeeted to be eontroversial. 

• July TBD: Loeal FWS Release: FWS and the State of Utah will issue a joint release 
regarding a eourt ruling putting the Utah Prairie Dog baek under ESA proteetions. 

• July TBD: FWSAJSGS If-Asked Only: USGS to release a report on the Speeies Status 
Assessment for the Lesser Prairie Chieken. The study was eommissioned by FWS. 

• July TBD: National FWS Release: FWS will announee it has apportioned $50 million to 
state fish and wildlife ageneies for developing and implementing programs that benefit wildlife 
and their habitats. The funding is provided through the FWS’s State Wildlife Grants (SWG) 
program and is distributed through an apportionment formula in aeeordanee with the 
Appropriations Aet. 

• July TBD: FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a final rule establishing the 2017-18 
hunting seasons and bag limits for eertain migratory game birds to fulfill our responsibilities to 
the four international eonventions to proteet and manage migratory game birds. A prepared 
statement will be provided on our website with a link to the proposed rule. 

• July TBD: FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a proposal to establish annual hunting 
regulations for eertain migratory game birds for the 2018-19 hunting season to fulfill our 
responsibilities to the four international eonventions to proteet and manage migratory game 
birds. A prepared statement will be provided on our website with a link to the proposed rule. 

Bureau of Land Management 

• July 31: Loeal BLM Release: BLM-NV will issue a Temporary Closure and Temporary 
Restrietions of Speeifie Uses on Publie Lands for the Burning Man event in Pershing County, 
NV, to begin set-up for the event whieh will begin on August 27. The elosure will remain in 
plaee until September 20. The event entails the largest Speeial Reereation Permit managed by 
the BLM. 



• August 1-2: BLM-MT/Dakotas State Office will lead tribal site visits in Sidney to help 
determine if Federal land parcels that have been identified in the State of Montana’s Indemnity 
Selection application are suitable for conveyance to the State according to the Enabling Act of 
1889. Specifically, the site visits will inform determination of eligibility of the cultural sites in 
the area and assist in environmental assessment. The BLM has been coordinating with the State 
of Montana since 2015 to determine appropriate parcels to transfer to the State. Other 
participants include district employees and MT Department of Natural Resources. 

• August 2: The BLM-UT Moab Field Office intends to approve Dawson Geophysical Co.’s 
three-dimensional geophysical seismic survey project. The project is located 26 miles northwest 
of Moab and encompasses approximately 38,700 acres. Seismic surveys are used to determine 
the location and size of oil and gas reservoirs. The project is slated to begin in September. 

• August 2: BLM-WO staff will meet with an International Visitor Leadership Program 
group hosted by the University of Montana at Main Interior. The University has requested that 
Secretary Zinke greet the group. Timothy Fisher, BLM program management analyst from the 
National Conservation Landscape Program, will discuss the BLM’s multiple use mission and 
priority programs. 

• August 2: BLM-CA’s Bakersfield Assistant Field Manager Becca Brooke/staff will meet 
with Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) to discuss the Federal Energy Regulation Commission 
(FERC) re-licensing process and study needs for the Kerckhoff hydroelectric project at 
Kerckhoff Dam, along the San Joaquin River, Fresno County, CA. PG&E is required to submit a 
Pre-Application for Development by November 2017 to begin a five-year re-licensing process. 
The 114-foot tall dam, built in 1920, is one of the primary features of the Kerckoff hydroelectric 
project. It has two powerhouses. It produces 579 million kilowatt hours of electricity a year. 

• August 3: Local BLM Release: BLM-NV’s Las Vegas Field Office will hold a land sale 
under the Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act (SNPLMA) in Las Vegas. The BLM 
proposes to offer for competitive sale 81.25 acres of public land in 17 parcels. In accordance 
with the SNPLMA, sale funds are used for the development of parks, trails, and natural areas, 
capital improvements on Federal lands, acquiring environmentally sensitive land, and Lake 
Tahoe restoration projects. 

U.S. Geological Survey 

□ July 26: Local USGS Release: USGS will release a study of water contaminants in 
Congaree National Park. 

□ August 1: Three Regional USGS-University Press Releases will go out to announce 
new host and consortium university partners for the Department of the Interior Alaska, 
Southeast, and Northwest Climate Adaptation Science Centers (managed by USGS). 

These hosting agreements are made between universities and the USGS, and the press 
releases are joint between these entities. 

• August 2: National USGS Release: USGS release regarding increased Salinity in U.S. 
Rivers that might degrade drinking water quality and water infrastructure. 

Bureau of Reclamation 

• August 1: Reclamation’s Albuquerque Area Office with the parties of the Taos Indian 
Water Rights Settlement will meet in Taos to discuss the latest progress on implementing the 
settlement. Each party will report out on its part of the project. There is significant local public 
and media interest and both are expected to attend. 



Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

• August 2: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Notiee to Stakeholders on the Notiee of 
Availability (NOA) for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impaet Statement 
(SEIS). 

• August 2: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Notiee to Stakeholders on the Notice of 
Availability for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement. 

• August 2: Focal BOEM Release: Alaska Press Release on Draft EIS for Eiberty DPP. 

• August 2: Focal BOEM Release: BOEM announces Gulf G&G PEIS, which is expected 
to publish in Federal Register on Aug. 4. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders on Information Transfer 
Meeting to be held in New Orleans August 22-24. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders to specific groups for 
educational outreach on the New National OCS Oil and Gas Eeasing Program inviting them to 
participate in an informational call. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders on the Notice of Availability 
for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement. 

• TBD: National BOEM Release: BOEM release on Marine Minerals Rule. The rule is 
finalized and in sumaming. 

Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement 

• July 27: Director Angelle attends API Upstream Committee meeting with Acting ASEM 
MacGregor 

• July 28: National BSEE News Brief: American Hero Week - BSEE Inspectors Keep 
Energy Production Safe 

Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement 

• August 1: National OSMRE Release: OSMRE expects to announce publication of 
notices of availability for draft Environmental Assessments and unsigned Finding of No 
Significant Impact prepared for a federal mining plan modification at the Bridger Mine in 
Wyoming. OSMRE will accept comments for 30 days. 

• August 3: National OSMRE Release: OSMRE celebrates 40th Anniversary Observance 
of the signing of the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977. OSMRE 
confirmed Secretary will appear as the keynote speaker. 

Land Buy-Back Program 

• July 31: National EBBP Release: EBBP will put out a release and related outreach 
announcing a new Land Buy-Back Program strategy for addressing fractionation on Indian 
trust lands. 

Office of Insular Affairs 

• July 26: Local lA Release: Marshall Islands grants release announces Compact 
Infrastructure $149,436; Ebeye Special Needs $300,000; Health Care Program for four Atolls 
(Sec 177) $697,387. 

CONGRESSIONAL 


N/A 



Political Appointee Update 

Two new appointees started today bringing DOI politieals on board = 52 
4 nominated awaiting eonfirmation. 

Nominees Combs, Berman, and Domeneeh - Senate Committee vote seheduled Thursday. 
Nominee Joe Balash as Assistant Seeretary for Land and Minerals Management has been 
announeed. 

Secretary Speaking Invitations 

Accepted 

7/27-31 National Monument Review Tour Nevada and New Mexico 
8/5-20 Personal 

Outstanding Invitations in Process 

8/30 - West Virginia Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting (White Sulphur Springs, WV) 
Declining 

7/31-8/2 - FBI National Academy Associates Annual Training Conference (DC) 

8/2 - American Legion Northwest Regional Baseball Tournament's Opening Ceremony 
General Welcome (Missoula, MT) 

8/5 - Glacier National Park Conservancy remarks at Annual Backpacker's Ball 
(Whitefish/Kalispell) 

8/17 - Mineral Hill Conservation Project (Gardiner, MT) 

8/18 - Council of State Govemments-West State and Federal Relations Committee (Tacoma, 
WA) 

8/21 - Gage County Tourism and Beatrice Chamber of Commerce (Beatrice, NE) 

Emergency Management 

In California, the Detwiler Fire, located in Mariposa County (CAL FIRE), has burned 81,250 
(-1-1,250) acres and is 70 (-l-5)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-1 Incident 
Management Team (IMT) with 4,279 (-216) personnel, including 122 (-1) DOI personnel. 
There are 1,500 (no change) residential structures threatened and 4,968 (no change) evacuees. 
Communities, transportation routes, and power infrastructure continue to be threatened, 
including transmission lines that supply Yosemite National Park with power. Full containment 
of the Detwiler Fire expected on August 5. 

In Montana, the Lodgepole Complex Fire, located in Garfield County (BEM), has burned 
270,200 (-1-200) acres and is 62 (-f28)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-2 IMT 
with 598 (-58) personnel, including 81 (-15) DOI personnel. There are 145 (no change) 
residential structures threatened and 50 (no change) evacuees. Sixteen (no change) residences 
have been destroyed. Weather conditions today include 8 to 12 mile per hour winds, and 
Critical Fire Weather is expected in the area tomorrow. The need for additional resources is 
not anticipated at this time, and full containment is expected on August 2. 

In Oregon, the Upper Mine Fire, located in Harney County (BLM), has burned 4,100 (-700) 
acres and is 40 (-4-40)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-2 IMT with 187 (no 
change) personnel, including 69 (no change) DOI personnel. Three (-1-3) residences. Sage 



Grouse Habitat, overhead power lines, and infrastrueture are eurrently threatened by this fire. 
Outflow winds may result in some additional perimeter growth; however, full eontainment of 
this fire is expeeted on July 31. 

In Montana, the Buffalo Fire, loeated in Powder River County (BLM), has burned 3,104 (-3) 
aeres and is 80 (+46)-pereent eontained. The fire is managed by a Type-1 IMT with 268 
(+109) personnel, ineluding 45 (+18) DOI personnel. Signifieant resouree demobilization is 
expeeted to start on July 29, and full eontainment of this fire is expeeted on July 30. 

In Nevada, the Preaeher Fire, loeated in Douglas County (BLM), has burned 5,386 (+735) 
aeres and is 20 (no ehange)-pereent eontained. The fire is managed by a Type-2 IMT with 512 
(+233) personnel, ineluding 72 (-23) DOI personnel. Signifieant resouree demobilization is 
expeeted to start tomorrow, and full eontainment of this fire is expeeted on July 29. 

In Nevada, the Mahogany Fire, loeated in Humboldt County (BLM), has burned 5,000 (+500) 
aeres and is 25 (+5)-pereent eontained. The fire is managed by a Type-2 IMT with 299 (-129) 
personnel, ineluding 69 (-4) DOI personnel. There are 50 (+50) residenees threatened; 
however, no evaeuations are eurrently in plaee. Critieal Sage Grouse Habitat, multiple 
reereation sites, federal eommunieation sites, power grid transmission lines, a natural gas 
pipeline, and wildlife habitat are threatened. Full eontainment of this fire is expeeted on July 
29. 

Outside Media of Interest 

Interior Secretary To Visit Las Cruces Amid Monuments Review. 

The AP (7/26, Contreras) reports that Interior Seeretary Ryan Zinke is “seheduled to visit Las 
Cruees this week in eonneetion with the Trump administration’s review of Organ Mountains- 
Desert Peaks National Monument.” The Albuquerque (NM) Journal (7/26, Coleman) reports 
that “on Thursday, Zinke will tour the Organ Mountains Desert Peaks National Monument by 
helieopter then meet with eleeted offieials, ranehers, aeademies, border seeurity experts, and 
others loeal stakeholders ‘who represent all sides of the issue,’ aeeording to the Interior 
Department.” On Friday, Zinke is seheduled to “hike with southern New Mexieo veterans and 
then hold meetings with the Mesealero Apaehe, Fort Sill Tribe, and Friends of Organ 
Mountains Desert Peaks “. On Saturday, Zinke will “hike and ride horsebaek with Sens. 
Martin Heinrieh and Tom Udall, both of whom are opposed to shrinking either monument.” 

Dozens Of GOP Senators Urge Trump To Expand Offshore Drilling. 

The Daily Caller (7/26, Pearee) reports that “three dozen Republiean senators sent a letter to 
Seeretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke Wednesday supporting a plan that would inerease aeeess 
and development of offshore drilling along the U.S. east eoast.” The Hill (7/26, Cama, Henry) 
reports that in the letter, “the senators said the government should write a drilling plan that 
would allow oil and gas leasing in areas not ineluded in the 2017-2022 outline finalized by the 
Obama administration.” The senators wrote, “Offshore projeets often have long lead times, so 
it is important to start today to make sure that the United States is planning for the future to 
maintain its steady and stable supply of produetion. We look forward to working with the 
Department of the Interior as you advanee the new five-year program.” 


Zinke Call Has Sullivan ‘Very Concerned’ After Tuesday Vote. 



The Alaska Journal of Commerce (7/26, Brehmer) reports that “according to Sen. Dan 
Sullivan’s spokesman Mike Anderson, Sullivan took a phone call from Interior Secretary 
Ryan Zinke Wednesday.” Anderson said, “As a result of that call, he’s very concerned about 
Alaska’s economy.” The article speculates that the call may be tied to Sen. Lisa Murkowski’s 
opposition to Republican efforts to reform health insurance. 

Trump Interior Nominee Has A History Of Contempt For The Agency She’s About To 
Lead. 

The Huffmgton Post (7/26, D'angelo) reports that former Texas Comptroller Susan Combs, 
who has been nominated to serve as assistant secretary of the Interior Department’s Office of 
Policy, Management and Budget, could “join the likes of Environmental Protection Agency 
Administrator Scott Pruitt and Energy Secretary Rick Perry as top Trump officials with 
vehement opposition to agencies they’re tasked with helping to lead.” The article notes that 
Combs “regularly sparred with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service over species listings, 
petitioning in 2015 to have protections removed for an endangered songbird native to central 
Texas.” Last week, “some 70 conservation groups sent a letter to the Senate Energy and 
Natural Resources Committee urging members to reject the nomination, describing Combs as 
someone who ‘built her career favoring big corporations and special interests over the needs 
and survival of imperiled species.’” 

Man Gets 68 Years In Prison In Bundy Ranch Standoff Case. 

The AP (7/26, Ritter) reports that on Wednesday, Chief U.S. District Judge Gloria Navarro in 
Eas Vegas sentenced Gregory Burleson of Phoenix “to 68 years in prison for his role as a 
gunman in a standoff that stopped federal agents from rounding up cattle near the Nevada 
ranch of anti-government activist Cliven Bundy three years ago.” The AP notes that 
prosecutors “had sought a maximum sentence of 73 years for...Burleson after he was 
convicted of threatening and assaulting a federal officer, obstruction and traveling across state 
lines in aid of extortion.” However, Navarro “knocked five years off the recommendation, 
noting that the 53-year-old Burleson has gone blind, has serious health issues and was once an 
informant for the FBI.” 

Interior Provides $635,885 For Micronesia Region. 

The Saipan (MNP) Tribune (7/26) reports that acting Interior assistant secretary for Insular 
Areas Nikolao Pula has “made available $635,885 for natural and cultural resource protection 
for all U.S. island jurisdictions in the Micronesia region.” Pula said, “It is reassuring to see the 
range of initiatives we have been able to support with this funding, from managing fisheries 
that support people’s livelihoods to suppressing the impacts of the damaging coconut 
rhinoceros beetle and little fire ant. We are happy to support and bolster the collaborative 
efforts of conservation-minded leaders across the Micronesia region.” 

Federal Register Listinos 

Items cleared for the FR on Wednesday. 

REG0007206 NPS National Register of Historic Places, July 8, 2017. The NPS is soliciting 
comments on the significance of properties nominated before July 8, 2017, for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places or related actions. Notice 07/26/2017. 



REG0007214 OSM Agency Information Collection Activities: 0MB Control Number 1029- 
0091; Requirements for Surface Coal Mining and Reclamation Operations on Indian Lands. 
This Notice, under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA), announces that OSMRE will 
ask the Office of Management and Budget (0MB) to renew its approval of an information 
collection for the requirements for surface coal mining and reclamation operations on Indian 
lands in 30 CER part 750. OSMRE is requesting public comments on the renewal for 30 days. 
Notice 07/26/2017. 

WOLF TRAP 

Tickets in the Secretary’s box available. Please share with WH staff. 


7-28-17 

ORFF: Carmina Burana; Beethoven: Emporer Concerto 

8:15 PM 

7-29-17 

Aretha Franklin 

8:00 PM 

8-1-17 

Nashville in Concert 

8:00 PM 

8-2-17 

Punch Brothers 

8:00 PM 

8-3-17 

Blondie & Garbage 

7:30 PM 

8-4-17 

La La Land in Concert 

8:30 PM 


Doug Domenech 

Senior Advisor 

US Department of the Interior 

NOTE: Every email I send or receive is subject to release under the Freedom of Information Aet. 




To: Scott Hommel[scott_hommel@ios.doi.gov]; Magallanes, 

Downey[downey_magallanes@ios.doi.gov]; Laura Rigas[laura_rigas@ios.doi.gov]; Swift, 
Heather[heather_swift@ios.doi.gov]; James Cason[james_cason@ios.doi.gov]; Micah 
Chambers[micah_chambers@ios.doi.gov]; Daniel Jorjani[danielJorjani@ios.doi.gov]; Mashburn, 
Lori[lori_mashburn@ios.doi.gov]; Bauserman, Christine[christine_bauserman@ios.doi.gov]; Caroline 
Boulton[caroline_boulton@ios.doi.gov]; Thiele, Aaron[aaron_thiele@ios.doi.gov]; Willens, 
Todd[todd_willens@ios.doi.gov]; Getto, Leila[leila_getto@ios.doi.gov] 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS - 
7 / 27/17 

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor 
Lori Mashburn, White House Liaison 

NOTE: The Senate Energy and Natural Resourees Committee has postponed their business 
meeting delaying the nominations of three Interior eandidates. 

Status of the Secretary 

TODAY: The Seeretary is in Texas and New Mexieo. 

Arrive Fort Bliss 

Helicopter Tour of Organ Mountains 
Travel to Eas Cruees, NM 
Roundtable with Ranchers & Stakeholders 
Roundtable on Border Seeurity 

Meeting with Northern Ranchers on Rio Grande del Norte NM 
HOED: Media Availability 
Driving Tour with BEM 

Friday, July 28. 2017 

Hike with Vet Voiee Foundation 

Meeting with Fort Sill Apaehe Tribe 

Meeting with Mesealero Apaehe 

Meeting with All Pueblo Couneil of Governors tribes 

Friends of Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks 

Travel to Santa Fe, NM 

Saturday, July 29, 2017 

Las Vegas National Wildlife Refuge 

Greet Senators and Rep. Lujan and Consolidate Vehicles. 

Hike to Canyon Bottom // Horsebaek Riding & Hiking 
Travel to Albuquerque, NM 
Dinner with Senators 

Sunday, July 30, 2017 



Travel to Las Vegas (LAS) 

Travel to Kirt’s Grotto 

Meeting with BLM Support Staff 

Fly Over Tour of Gold Butte National Monument 

Helieopter Tour departs Gold Butte National Monument en route Basin and Range National 
Monument 

Luneh Meeting with BLM Staff 
White River Narrows Roek Art Site Tour 
Shaman Knob / Mt. Irish 
Tour of Mt. Irish Petroglyph Site 
Travel to Las Vegas Airport 

Monday. July 31. 2017 

Travel to Mesquite, NV 

Roundtable with Friends of Gold Butte 

Depart Mesquite, NV en route Overton, NV 

Roundtable with Loeal County, City, and State Offieials 

Depart Overton, NV en route Moapa Tribal Facility 

Meeting with Moapa Band of Paiutes 

Depart en route Las Vegas, NV 

HOLD: potential other meeting 

Wheels up Las Vegas, NV (LAS) en route Cincinnati, OH (CVG) 

Wheels up Cincinnati, OH (CVG) en route Washington, DC (DCA) 

8/1 Day One Bernhardt. 

NOTE: the Secretary will be on personal leave August 5-19 out of the country. (Greece and 
Turkey) 

Media TODAY 

SECRETARY ZINKE WELCOMES THREE TO INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON - Today, U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke welcomed three new hires 
to the Department in the Office of the Solicitor, the Office of Communications, and the Office of 
Congressional and Legislative Affairs. The new additions bring a combination of Congressional, 
Executive Branch, and private sector experience. 

“I could not be happier with the way our Department has been staffing up in recent weeks. These 
new team members will help us more efficiently and effectively carryout the President's 
priorities on behalf of the American people,” Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke said. 

Richard Goeken has been hired as Deputy Solicitor for Parks and Wildlife. Goeken has over 20 
years of legal experience, beginning as an Associate and then a Partner at Saltman & Stevens, 
P.C. In 2012, Saltman & Stevens merged with Smith Currie & Hancock, L.E.P., where Goeken 
was a Partner for the last five years. His career has focused on environmental law and policy. 
Goeken is a graduate of the College of William & Mary’s Eaw School. 



Russell Newell returns to Interior as the Deputy Director of Communications. For the last five 
years, Newell has served as Director of Executive & Corporate Communication at Disney/ABC 
Television Group. Newell also served as Director of Communications and Media Relations for 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, as Senior Media Advisor for Multi-National Forces-Iraq, and as 
a Public Affairs Officer and speechwriter at the Departments of State, Interior, and Homeland 
Security, as well as for Governor Jeb Bush. 

Blake Deeley will serve as an Advisor in the Office of Congressional and Legislative Affairs. He 
has extensive experience on Capitol Hill, and was most recently a Policy Advisor in the Office 
of Congressman David McKinley of West Virginia and served as the lead staffer for the 
Congressional Coal Caucus. Prior to this, he was a Manager of Public Affairs at the Kentucky 
Chamber of Commerce, a Legislative Correspondent for Senator Mitch McConnell, and a Staff 
Assistant for Senator Rand Paul. 

WEEK AHEAD July 26 thru August 3, 2017 
Announcements/Releases/Events 

• This week the Secretary is traveling to New Mexico and then Nevada to tour Monuments 
under review. We issued a media advisory with some details of his trip. 

• We continue to support the WH’s “Hero’s Week” through social media and a video from 
the Secretary to employees and stakeholders. 

TBD: will send out a press release "Interior Secretary Zinke Applauds Mine Proposal to Create 
Jobs in Virginia and West Virginia" 

AGENCY RELEASES 

National Park Service 

• July 27: National NPS Release: NPS release on 10 Parks Honoring American Heroes. 

• July 28: Local NPS Release: NPS will announce the opening of a public comment period 
on an environmental assessment for proposed utility and roadway crossings and a visitor trail 
within Tule Springs Fossil Beds National Monument. 

• July 28: National NPS Release: NPS will release a theme study focusing on significant 
historic properties of the post-Civil War Reconstruction Era. 

• Week of July 24: Local NPS Release: The Reconstruction Era National Monument will 
hold three public listening sessions (not related to July 28 Reconstruction Era Theme Study) in 
Beaufort, Port Royal, and St. Helena Island, South Carolina, as part of the development of a 
foundation document for this new park. Targeted stakeholder meetings will also be held in the 
respective communities during the day to identify the biggest challenges and opportunities facing 
the National Park Service in setting up these new areas and also provide input into the 
development of the foundation document and interpretive themes. 

• July 31: Local NPS Release: NPS will announce another round of $ 1.189 million in 
American Battlefield Protection Grants (planning) to aid in the research, documentation, and/or 
interpretation of significant American battlefields. Releases will be done at the local level of 
NPS sites receiving funds. 

• July TBD: National NPS Release: NPS announcement of annual Rutgers report on NPS 
Federal Historic Preservation Tax Incentives Program economic impact. Tax credits 2016 
contributed $12.3 billion in output to the U.S. economy, added $6.2 billion in GDP. Historic 



preservation tax ineentives eneourage investments in historie preservation and revitalization of 
communities small and large across the country. 

• July TBD; Denali National Park and Preserve will release a draft Long Range 
Transportation Plan for 30 days of public review and comment. The plan, developed over a three- 
year period, documents baseline conditions, examines funding options, and will help inform 
project priority setting. The plan focuses on the 90-mile-long park road and its importance to the 
visitor experience and resource protection, as well as its uses by concessionaire and in-holder 
buses, and private and administrative vehicles. Portions of the road, initially constructed nearly 
100 years ago, have been subject to temporary closures in recent years, in part because slopes 
have become more unstable due to warming permafrost and other factors. Road use has 
increased as overall park visitation has grown to nearly 600,000 people per year. 

• August 3: Congresswoman Stacey Plaskett will hold a public meeting with Regional 
Director Stan Austin in Saint John, Virgin Islands to update the community on the administrative 
realignment of national park superintendents in the Caribbean to now report to the Caribbean 
parks group superintendent. 

U,S, Fish and Wildlife Service 

• July 31: National FWS Release: FWS release on proposal to expand hunting and fishing 
opportunities on 10 National Wildlife Refuges. 

• July 31 (tent.): Local FWS Release: FWS plans to announce it is seeking public input to 
identify potential issues, concerns, impacts and alternatives to be considered in development of 
either an Environmental Assessment or an Environmental Impact Statement for a proposed 
General Conservation Plan for oil and gas activities in Santa Barbara County, California. This 
action is not expected to be controversial. 

• July TBD: Local FWS Release: FWS and the State of Utah will issue a joint release 
regarding a court ruling putting the Utah Prairie Dog back under ESA protections. 

• July TBD: FWS/USGS If-Asked Only: USGS to release a report on the Species Status 
Assessment for the Lesser Prairie Chicken. The study was commissioned by FWS. 

• July TBD: National FWS Release: FWS will announce it has apportioned $50 million to 
state fish and wildlife agencies for developing and implementing programs that benefit wildlife 
and their habitats. The funding is provided through the FWS’s State Wildlife Grants (SWG) 
program and is distributed through an apportionment formula in accordance with the 
Appropriations Act. 

• July TBD: FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a final rule establishing the 2017-18 
hunting seasons and bag limits for certain migratory game birds to fulfill our responsibilities to 
the four international conventions to protect and manage migratory game birds. A prepared 
statement will be provided on our website with a link to the proposed rule. 

• July TBD: FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a proposal to establish annual hunting 
regulations for certain migratory game birds for the 2018-19 hunting season to fulfill our 
responsibilities to the four international conventions to protect and manage migratory game 
birds. A prepared statement will be provided on our website with a link to the proposed rule. 

Bureau of Land Management 

• July 31: Local BLM Release: BLM-NV will issue a Temporary Closure and Temporary 
Restrictions of Specific Uses on Public Lands for the Burning Man event in Pershing County, 
NV, to begin set-up for the event which will begin on August 27. The closure will remain in 



place until September 20. The event entails the largest Speeial Reereation Permit managed by 
the BLM. 

• August 1-2: BLM-MT/Dakotas State Offiee will lead tribal site visits in Sidney to help 
determine if Federal land pareels that have been identified in the State of Montana’s Indemnity 
Seleetion applieation are suitable for eonveyanee to the State aeeording to the Enabling Aet of 
1889. Speeifieally, the site visits will inform determination of eligibility of the eultural sites in 
the area and assist in environmental assessment. The BLM has been eoordinating with the State 
of Montana sinee 2015 to determine appropriate pareels to transfer to the State. Other 
partieipants inelude distriet employees and MT Department of Natural Resourees. 

• August 2: The BLM-UT Moab Field Offiee intends to approve Dawson Geophysieal Co.’s 
three-dimensional geophysieal seismie survey projeet. The projeet is loeated 26 miles northwest 
of Moab and eneompasses approximately 38,700 aeres. Seismie surveys are used to determine 
the loeation and size of oil and gas reservoirs. The projeet is slated to begin in September. 

• August 2: BLM-WO staff will meet with an International Visitor Leadership Program 
group hosted by the University of Montana at Main Interior. The University has requested that 
Seeretary Zinke greet the group. Timothy Lisher, BLM program management analyst from the 
National Conservation Landseape Program, will diseuss the BLM’s multiple use mission and 
priority programs. 

• August 2: BLM-CA’s Bakersfield Assistant Lield Manager Beeea Brooke/staff will meet 
with Paeifie Gas and Eleetrie (PG&E) to diseuss the Federal Energy Regulation Commission 
(FERC) re-lieensing proeess and study needs for the Kerekhoff hydroeleetrie projeet at 
Kerekhoff Dam, along the San Joaquin River, Lresno County, CA. PG&E is required to submit a 
Pre-Applieation for Development by November 2017 to begin a five-year re-lieensing proeess. 
The 114-foot tall dam, built in 1920, is one of the primary features of the Kerekoff hydroeleetrie 
projeet. It has two powerhouses. It produees 579 million kilowatt hours of eleetrieity a year. 

• August 3: Loeal BLM Release: BLM-NV’s Las Vegas Lield Offiee will hold a land sale 
under the Southern Nevada Publie Land Management Aet (SNPLMA) in Las Vegas. The BLM 
proposes to offer for eompetitive sale 81.25 aeres of publie land in 17 pareels. In aeeordanee 
with the SNPLMA, sale funds are used for the development of parks, trails, and natural areas, 
eapital improvements on Lederal lands, aequiring environmentally sensitive land, and Lake 
Tahoe restoration projeets. 

U,S, Geological Survey 

□ July 26: Local USGS Release: USGS will release a study of water contaminants in 
Congaree National Park. 

□ August 1: Three Regional USGS-University Press Releases will go out to announce 
new host and consortium university partners for the Department of the Interior Alaska, 
Southeast, and Northwest Climate Adaptation Science Centers (managed by USGS). 

These hosting agreements are made between universities and the USGS, and the press 
releases are joint between these entities. 

• August 2: National USGS Release: USGS release regarding increased Salinity in U.S. 
Rivers that might degrade drinking water quality and water infrastructure. 

Bureau of Reclamation 

• August 1: Reclamation’s Albuquerque Area Office with the parties of the Taos Indian 
Water Rights Settlement will meet in Taos to discuss the latest progress on implementing the 



settlement. Each party will report out on its part of the project. There is significant local public 
and media interest and both are expected to attend. 

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

• August 2: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Notice to Stakeholders on the Notice of 
Availability (NOA) for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement 
(SEIS). 

• August 2: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Notice to Stakeholders on the Notice of 
Availability for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement. 

• August 2: Focal BOEM Release: Alaska Press Release on Draft EIS for Eiberty DPP. 

• August 2: Focal BOEM Release: BOEM announces Gulf G&G PEIS, which is expected 
to publish in Federal Register on Aug. 4. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders on Information Transfer 
Meeting to be held in New Orleans August 22-24. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders to specific groups for 
educational outreach on the New National OCS Oil and Gas Eeasing Program inviting them to 
participate in an informational call. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders on the Notice of Availability 
for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement. 

• TBD: National BOEM Release: BOEM release on Marine Minerals Rule. The rule is 
finalized and in sumaming. 

Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement 

• July 27: Director Angelle attends API Upstream Committee meeting with Acting ASEM 
MacGregor 

• July 28: National BSEE News Brief: American Hero Week - BSEE Inspectors Keep 
Energy Production Safe 

Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement 

• August 1: National OSMRE Release: OSMRE expects to announce publication of 
notices of availability for draft Environmental Assessments and unsigned Finding of No 
Significant Impact prepared for a federal mining plan modification at the Bridger Mine in 
Wyoming. OSMRE will accept comments for 30 days. 

• August 3: National OSMRE Release: OSMRE celebrates 40th Anniversary Observance 
of the signing of the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977. OSMRE 
confirmed Secretary will appear as the keynote speaker. 

Land Buy-Back Program 

• July 31: National EBBP Release: EBBP will put out a release and related outreach 
announcing a new Land Buy-Back Program strategy for addressing fractionation on Indian 
trust lands. 

Office of Insular Affairs 

• July 26: Local lA Release: Marshall Islands grants release announces Compact 
Infrastructure $149,436; Ebeye Special Needs $300,000; Health Care Program for four Atolls 
(Sec 177) $697,387. 



CONGRESSIONAL 

N/A 


Political Appointee Update 

Two new appointees started today bringing DOI politieals on board = 52 
4 nominated awaiting eonfirmation. 

Nominees Combs, Berman, and Domeneeh - Senate Committee vote scheduled Thursday. 
Nominee Joe Balash as Assistant Secretary for Land and Minerals Management has been 
announced. 

Secretary Speaking Invitations 

Accepted 

7/27-31 National Monument Review Tour Nevada and New Mexico 
8/5-20 Personal 

Outstanding Invitations in Process 

8/30 - West Virginia Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting (White Sulphur Springs, WV) 
Declining 

7/31-8/2 - FBI National Academy Associates Annual Training Conference (DC) 

8/2 - American Legion Northwest Regional Baseball Tournament's Opening Ceremony 
General Welcome (Missoula, MT) 

8/5 - Glacier National Park Conservancy remarks at Annual Backpacker's Ball 
(Whitefish/Kalispell) 

8/17 - Mineral Hill Conservation Project (Gardiner, MT) 

8/18 - Council of State Govemments-West State and Federal Relations Committee (Tacoma, 
WA) 

8/21 - Gage County Tourism and Beatrice Chamber of Commerce (Beatrice, NE) 

Emergency Management 

In California, the Detwiler Fire, located in Mariposa County (CAL FIRE), has burned 81,250 
(+1,250) acres and is 70 (+5)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-1 Incident 
Management Team (IMT) with 4,279 (-216) personnel, including 122 (-1) DOI personnel. 
There are 1,500 (no change) residential structures threatened and 4,968 (no change) evacuees. 
Communities, transportation routes, and power infrastructure continue to be threatened, 
including transmission lines that supply Yosemite National Park with power. Full containment 
of the Detwiler Fire expected on August 5. 

In Montana, the Lodgepole Complex Fire, located in Garfield County (BEM), has burned 
270,200 (+200) acres and is 62 (+28)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-2 IMT 
with 598 (-58) personnel, including 81 (-15) DOI personnel. There are 145 (no change) 
residential structures threatened and 50 (no change) evacuees. Sixteen (no change) residences 
have been destroyed. Weather conditions today include 8 to 12 mile per hour winds, and 
Critical Fire Weather is expected in the area tomorrow. The need for additional resources is 
not anticipated at this time, and full containment is expected on August 2. 



In Oregon, the Upper Mine Fire, loeated in Harney County (BLM), has burned 4,100 (-700) 
aeres and is 40 (+40)-pereent eontained. The fire is managed by a Type-2 IMT with 187 (no 
ehange) personnel, ineluding 69 (no ehange) DOI personnel. Three (+3) residenees. Sage 
Grouse Habitat, overhead power lines, and infrastructure are currently threatened by this fire. 
Outflow winds may result in some additional perimeter growth; however, full containment of 
this fire is expected on July 31. 

In Montana, the Buffalo Fire, located in Powder River County (BLM), has burned 3,104 (-3) 
acres and is 80 (+46)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-1 IMT with 268 
(+109) personnel, including 45 (+18) DOI persoimel. Significant resource demobilization is 
expected to start on July 29, and full containment of this fire is expected on July 30. 

In Nevada, the Preacher Fire, located in Douglas County (BLM), has burned 5,386 (+735) 
acres and is 20 (no change)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-2 IMT with 512 
(+233) personnel, including 72 (-23) DOI personnel. Significant resource demobilization is 
expected to start tomorrow, and full containment of this fire is expected on July 29. 

In Nevada, the Mahogany Fire, located in Humboldt County (BLM), has burned 5,000 (+500) 
acres and is 25 (+5)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-2 IMT with 299 (-129) 
personnel, including 69 (-4) DOI personnel. There are 50 (+50) residences threatened; 
however, no evacuations are currently in place. Critical Sage Grouse Habitat, multiple 
recreation sites, federal communication sites, power grid transmission lines, a natural gas 
pipeline, and wildlife habitat are threatened. Full containment of this fire is expected on July 
29. 

Outside Media of Interest 

Interior Secretary To Visit Las Cruces Amid Monuments Review. 

The AP (7/26, Contreras) reports that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke is “scheduled to visit Las 
Cruces this week in connection with the Trump administration’s review of Organ Mountains- 
Desert Peaks National Monument.” The Albuquerque (NM) Journal (7/26, Coleman) reports 
that “on Thursday, Zinke will tour the Organ Mountains Desert Peaks National Monument by 
helicopter then meet with elected officials, ranchers, academics, border security experts, and 
others local stakeholders ‘who represent all sides of the issue,’ according to the Interior 
Department.” On Friday, Zinke is scheduled to “hike with southern New Mexico veterans and 
then hold meetings with the Mescalero Apache, Fort Sill Tribe, and Friends of Organ 
Mountains Desert Peaks “. On Saturday, Zinke will “hike and ride horseback with Sens. 
Martin Heinrich and Tom Udall, both of whom are opposed to shrinking either monument.” 

Dozens Of GOP Senators Urge Trump To Expand Offshore Drilling, 

The Daily Caller (7/26, Pearce) reports that “three dozen Republican senators sent a letter to 
Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke Wednesday supporting a plan that would increase access 
and development of offshore drilling along the U.S. east coast.” The Hill (7/26, Cama, Henry) 
reports that in the letter, “the senators said the government should write a drilling plan that 
would allow oil and gas leasing in areas not included in the 2017-2022 outline finalized by the 
Obama administration.” The senators wrote, “Offshore projects often have long lead times, so 
it is important to start today to make sure that the United States is planning for the future to 



maintain its steady and stable supply of produetion. We look forward to working with the 
Department of the Interior as you advanee the new five-year program.” 

Zinke Call Has Sullivan ‘Very Concerned’ After Tuesday Vote, 

The Alaska Journal of Commeree (7/26, Brehmer) reports that “aeeording to Sen. Dan 
Sullivan’s spokesman Mike Anderson, Sullivan took a phone eall from Interior Seeretary 
Ryan Zinke Wednesday.” Anderson said, “As a result of that call, he’s very concerned about 
Alaska’s economy.” The article speculates that the call may be tied to Sen. Lisa Murkowski’s 
opposition to Republican efforts to reform health insurance. 

Trump Interior Nominee Has A History Of Contempt For The Agency She’s About To 
Lead. 

The Huffington Post (7/26, D'angelo) reports that former Texas Comptroller Susan Combs, 
who has been nominated to serve as assistant secretary of the Interior Department’s Office of 
Policy, Management and Budget, could “join the likes of Environmental Protection Agency 
Administrator Scott Pruitt and Energy Secretary Rick Perry as top Trump officials with 
vehement opposition to agencies they’re tasked with helping to lead.” The article notes that 
Combs “regularly sparred with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service over species listings, 
petitioning in 2015 to have protections removed for an endangered songbird native to central 
Texas.” Last week, “some 70 conservation groups sent a letter to the Senate Energy and 
Natural Resources Committee urging members to reject the nomination, describing Combs as 
someone who ‘built her career favoring big corporations and special interests over the needs 
and survival of imperiled species.’” 

Man Gets 68 Years In Prison In Bundy Ranch Standoff Case. 

The AP (7/26, Ritter) reports that on Wednesday, Chief U.S. District Judge Gloria Navarro in 
Las Vegas sentenced Gregory Burleson of Phoenix “to 68 years in prison for his role as a 
gunman in a standoff that stopped federal agents from rounding up cattle near the Nevada 
ranch of anti-government activist Cliven Bundy three years ago.” The AP notes that 
prosecutors “had sought a maximum sentence of 73 years for...Burleson after he was 
convicted of threatening and assaulting a federal officer, obstruction and traveling across state 
lines in aid of extortion.” However, Navarro “knocked five years off the recommendation, 
noting that the 53-year-old Burleson has gone blind, has serious health issues and was once an 
informant for the FBI.” 

Interior Provides $635,885 For Micronesia Region, 

The Saipan (MNP) Tribune (7/26) reports that acting Interior assistant secretary for Insular 
Areas Nikolao Pula has “made available $635,885 for natural and cultural resource protection 
for all U.S. island jurisdictions in the Micronesia region.” Pula said, “It is reassuring to see the 
range of initiatives we have been able to support with this funding, from managing fisheries 
that support people’s livelihoods to suppressing the impacts of the damaging coconut 
rhinoceros beetle and little fire ant. We are happy to support and bolster the collaborative 
efforts of conservation-minded leaders across the Micronesia region.” 


Federal Register Listin 2 s 

Items cleared for the FR on Wednesday. 



REG0007206 NFS National Register of Historie Plaees, July 8, 2017. The NFS is solieiting 
comments on the significance of properties nominated before July 8, 2017, for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places or related actions. Notice 07/26/2017. 

REG0007214 OSM Agency Information Collection Activities: 0MB Control Number 1029- 
0091; Requirements for Surface Coal Mining and Reclamation Operations on Indian Lands. 
This Notice, under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (FRA), announces that OSMRE will 
ask the Office of Management and Budget (0MB) to renew its approval of an information 
collection for the requirements for surface coal mining and reclamation operations on Indian 
lands in 30 CFR part 750. OSMRE is requesting public comments on the renewal for 30 days. 
Notice 07/26/2017. 

WOLF TRAP 

Tickets in the Secretary’s box available. Please share with WH staff. 


7-28-17 

ORFF: Carmina Burana; Beethoven: Emporer Concerto 

8:15 PM 

7-29-17 

Aretha Franklin 

8:00 PM 

8-1-17 

Nashville in Concert 

8:00 PM 

8-2-17 

Punch Brothers 

8:00 PM 

8-3-17 

Blondie & Garbage 

7:30 PM 

8-4-17 

La La Land in Concert 

8:30 PM 


Doug Domenech 

Senior Advisor 
US Department of the Interior 

NOTE: Every email I send or receive is subject to release under the Freedom of Information Act. 




To: Scott Hommel[scott_hommel@ios.doi.gov]; Magallanes, 

Downey[downey_magallanes@ios.doi.gov]; Laura Rigas[laura_rigas@ios.doi.gov]; Swift, 
Heather[heather_swift@ios.doi.gov]; James Cason[james_cason@ios.doi.gov]; Micah 
Chambers[micah_chambers@ios.doi.gov]; Daniel Jorjani[danielJorjani@ios.doi.gov]; Mashburn, 
Lori[lori_mashburn@ios.doi.gov]; Bauserman, Christine[christine_bauserman@ios.doi.gov]; Caroline 
Boulton[caroline_boulton@ios.doi.gov]; Thiele, Aaron[aaron_thiele@ios.doi.gov]; Willens, 
Todd[todd_willens@ios.doi.gov]; Getto, Leila[leila_getto@ios.doi.gov] 

From: Domenech, Douglas 

Sent: 2017-07-27T15:49:37-04:00 

Importance: Normal 

Subject: Interior Cabinet Affairs Report for 7/27/17 

Received: 2017-07-27T15:50:05-04:00 

Attached and copied below. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS - 
7 / 27/17 

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor 
Lori Mashburn, White House Liaison 

NOTE: The Senate Energy and Natural Resourees Committee has postponed their business 
meeting delaying the nominations of three Interior eandidates. 

Status of the Secretary 

TODAY: The Seeretary is in Texas and New Mexieo. 

Arrive Fort Bliss 

Helicopter Tour of Organ Mountains 
Travel to Eas Cruees, NM 
Roundtable with Ranchers & Stakeholders 
Roundtable on Border Seeurity 

Meeting with Northern Ranchers on Rio Grande del Norte NM 
HOED: Media Availability 
Driving Tour with BEM 

Friday, July 28. 2017 

Hike with Vet Voiee Foundation 

Meeting with Fort Sill Apaehe Tribe 

Meeting with Mesealero Apaehe 

Meeting with All Pueblo Couneil of Governors tribes 

Friends of Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks 

Travel to Santa Fe, NM 

Saturday, July 29, 2017 

Las Vegas National Wildlife Refuge 

Greet Senators and Rep. Lujan and Consolidate Vehicles. 

Hike to Canyon Bottom // Horsebaek Riding & Hiking 
Travel to Albuquerque, NM 
Dinner with Senators 

Sunday, July 30, 2017 



Travel to Las Vegas (LAS) 

Travel to Kirt’s Grotto 

Meeting with BLM Support Staff 

Fly Over Tour of Gold Butte National Monument 

Helieopter Tour departs Gold Butte National Monument en route Basin and Range National 
Monument 

Luneh Meeting with BLM Staff 
White River Narrows Roek Art Site Tour 
Shaman Knob / Mt. Irish 
Tour of Mt. Irish Petroglyph Site 
Travel to Las Vegas Airport 

Monday. July 31. 2017 

Travel to Mesquite, NV 

Roundtable with Friends of Gold Butte 

Depart Mesquite, NV en route Overton, NV 

Roundtable with Loeal County, City, and State Offieials 

Depart Overton, NV en route Moapa Tribal Facility 

Meeting with Moapa Band of Paiutes 

Depart en route Las Vegas, NV 

HOLD: potential other meeting 

Wheels up Las Vegas, NV (LAS) en route Cincinnati, OH (CVG) 

Wheels up Cincinnati, OH (CVG) en route Washington, DC (DCA) 

8/1 Day One Bernhardt. 

NOTE: the Secretary will be on personal leave August 5-19 out of the country. (Greece and 
Turkey) 

Media TODAY 

SECRETARY ZINKE WELCOMES THREE TO INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON - Today, U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke welcomed three new hires 
to the Department in the Office of the Solicitor, the Office of Communications, and the Office of 
Congressional and Legislative Affairs. The new additions bring a combination of Congressional, 
Executive Branch, and private sector experience. 

“I could not be happier with the way our Department has been staffing up in recent weeks. These 
new team members will help us more efficiently and effectively carryout the President's 
priorities on behalf of the American people,” Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke said. 

Richard Goeken has been hired as Deputy Solicitor for Parks and Wildlife. Goeken has over 20 
years of legal experience, beginning as an Associate and then a Partner at Saltman & Stevens, 
P.C. In 2012, Saltman & Stevens merged with Smith Currie & Hancock, L.E.P., where Goeken 
was a Partner for the last five years. His career has focused on environmental law and policy. 
Goeken is a graduate of the College of William & Mary’s Eaw School. 



Russell Newell returns to Interior as the Deputy Director of Communications. For the last five 
years, Newell has served as Director of Executive & Corporate Communication at Disney/ABC 
Television Group. Newell also served as Director of Communications and Media Relations for 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, as Senior Media Advisor for Multi-National Forces-Iraq, and as 
a Public Affairs Officer and speechwriter at the Departments of State, Interior, and Homeland 
Security, as well as for Governor Jeb Bush. 

Blake Deeley will serve as an Advisor in the Office of Congressional and Legislative Affairs. He 
has extensive experience on Capitol Hill, and was most recently a Policy Advisor in the Office 
of Congressman David McKinley of West Virginia and served as the lead staffer for the 
Congressional Coal Caucus. Prior to this, he was a Manager of Public Affairs at the Kentucky 
Chamber of Commerce, a Legislative Correspondent for Senator Mitch McConnell, and a Staff 
Assistant for Senator Rand Paul. 

WEEK AHEAD July 26 thru August 3, 2017 
Announcements/Releases/Events 

• This week the Secretary is traveling to New Mexico and then Nevada to tour Monuments 
under review. We issued a media advisory with some details of his trip. 

• We continue to support the WH’s “Hero’s Week” through social media and a video from 
the Secretary to employees and stakeholders. 

TBD: will send out a press release "Interior Secretary Zinke Applauds Mine Proposal to Create 
Jobs in Virginia and West Virginia" 

AGENCY RELEASES 

National Park Service 

• July 27: National NPS Release: NPS release on 10 Parks Honoring American Heroes. 

• July 28: Local NPS Release: NPS will announce the opening of a public comment period 
on an environmental assessment for proposed utility and roadway crossings and a visitor trail 
within Tule Springs Fossil Beds National Monument. 

• July 28: National NPS Release: NPS will release a theme study focusing on significant 
historic properties of the post-Civil War Reconstruction Era. 

• Week of July 24: Local NPS Release: The Reconstruction Era National Monument will 
hold three public listening sessions (not related to July 28 Reconstruction Era Theme Study) in 
Beaufort, Port Royal, and St. Helena Island, South Carolina, as part of the development of a 
foundation document for this new park. Targeted stakeholder meetings will also be held in the 
respective communities during the day to identify the biggest challenges and opportunities facing 
the National Park Service in setting up these new areas and also provide input into the 
development of the foundation document and interpretive themes. 

• July 31: Local NPS Release: NPS will announce another round of $ 1.189 million in 
American Battlefield Protection Grants (planning) to aid in the research, documentation, and/or 
interpretation of significant American battlefields. Releases will be done at the local level of 
NPS sites receiving funds. 

• July TBD: National NPS Release: NPS announcement of annual Rutgers report on NPS 
Federal Historic Preservation Tax Incentives Program economic impact. Tax credits 2016 
contributed $12.3 billion in output to the U.S. economy, added $6.2 billion in GDP. Historic 



preservation tax ineentives eneourage investments in historie preservation and revitalization of 
communities small and large across the country. 

• July TBD; Denali National Park and Preserve will release a draft Long Range 
Transportation Plan for 30 days of public review and comment. The plan, developed over a three- 
year period, documents baseline conditions, examines funding options, and will help inform 
project priority setting. The plan focuses on the 90-mile-long park road and its importance to the 
visitor experience and resource protection, as well as its uses by concessionaire and in-holder 
buses, and private and administrative vehicles. Portions of the road, initially constructed nearly 
100 years ago, have been subject to temporary closures in recent years, in part because slopes 
have become more unstable due to warming permafrost and other factors. Road use has 
increased as overall park visitation has grown to nearly 600,000 people per year. 

• August 3: Congresswoman Stacey Plaskett will hold a public meeting with Regional 
Director Stan Austin in Saint John, Virgin Islands to update the community on the administrative 
realignment of national park superintendents in the Caribbean to now report to the Caribbean 
parks group superintendent. 

U,S, Fish and Wildlife Service 

• July 31: National FWS Release: FWS release on proposal to expand hunting and fishing 
opportunities on 10 National Wildlife Refuges. 

• July 31 (tent.): Local FWS Release: FWS plans to announce it is seeking public input to 
identify potential issues, concerns, impacts and alternatives to be considered in development of 
either an Environmental Assessment or an Environmental Impact Statement for a proposed 
General Conservation Plan for oil and gas activities in Santa Barbara County, California. This 
action is not expected to be controversial. 

• July TBD: Local FWS Release: FWS and the State of Utah will issue a joint release 
regarding a court ruling putting the Utah Prairie Dog back under ESA protections. 

• July TBD: FWS/USGS If-Asked Only: USGS to release a report on the Species Status 
Assessment for the Lesser Prairie Chicken. The study was commissioned by FWS. 

• July TBD: National FWS Release: FWS will announce it has apportioned $50 million to 
state fish and wildlife agencies for developing and implementing programs that benefit wildlife 
and their habitats. The funding is provided through the FWS’s State Wildlife Grants (SWG) 
program and is distributed through an apportionment formula in accordance with the 
Appropriations Act. 

• July TBD: FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a final rule establishing the 2017-18 
hunting seasons and bag limits for certain migratory game birds to fulfill our responsibilities to 
the four international conventions to protect and manage migratory game birds. A prepared 
statement will be provided on our website with a link to the proposed rule. 

• July TBD: FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a proposal to establish annual hunting 
regulations for certain migratory game birds for the 2018-19 hunting season to fulfill our 
responsibilities to the four international conventions to protect and manage migratory game 
birds. A prepared statement will be provided on our website with a link to the proposed rule. 

Bureau of Land Management 

• July 31: Local BLM Release: BLM-NV will issue a Temporary Closure and Temporary 
Restrictions of Specific Uses on Public Lands for the Burning Man event in Pershing County, 
NV, to begin set-up for the event which will begin on August 27. The closure will remain in 



place until September 20. The event entails the largest Speeial Reereation Permit managed by 
the BLM. 

• August 1-2: BLM-MT/Dakotas State Offiee will lead tribal site visits in Sidney to help 
determine if Federal land pareels that have been identified in the State of Montana’s Indemnity 
Seleetion applieation are suitable for eonveyanee to the State aeeording to the Enabling Aet of 
1889. Speeifieally, the site visits will inform determination of eligibility of the eultural sites in 
the area and assist in environmental assessment. The BLM has been eoordinating with the State 
of Montana sinee 2015 to determine appropriate pareels to transfer to the State. Other 
partieipants inelude distriet employees and MT Department of Natural Resourees. 

• August 2: The BLM-UT Moab Field Offiee intends to approve Dawson Geophysieal Co.’s 
three-dimensional geophysieal seismie survey projeet. The projeet is loeated 26 miles northwest 
of Moab and eneompasses approximately 38,700 aeres. Seismie surveys are used to determine 
the loeation and size of oil and gas reservoirs. The projeet is slated to begin in September. 

• August 2: BLM-WO staff will meet with an International Visitor Leadership Program 
group hosted by the University of Montana at Main Interior. The University has requested that 
Seeretary Zinke greet the group. Timothy Lisher, BLM program management analyst from the 
National Conservation Landseape Program, will diseuss the BLM’s multiple use mission and 
priority programs. 

• August 2: BLM-CA’s Bakersfield Assistant Lield Manager Beeea Brooke/staff will meet 
with Paeifie Gas and Eleetrie (PG&E) to diseuss the Federal Energy Regulation Commission 
(FERC) re-lieensing proeess and study needs for the Kerekhoff hydroeleetrie projeet at 
Kerekhoff Dam, along the San Joaquin River, Lresno County, CA. PG&E is required to submit a 
Pre-Applieation for Development by November 2017 to begin a five-year re-lieensing proeess. 
The 114-foot tall dam, built in 1920, is one of the primary features of the Kerekoff hydroeleetrie 
projeet. It has two powerhouses. It produees 579 million kilowatt hours of eleetrieity a year. 

• August 3: Loeal BLM Release: BLM-NV’s Las Vegas Lield Offiee will hold a land sale 
under the Southern Nevada Publie Land Management Aet (SNPLMA) in Las Vegas. The BLM 
proposes to offer for eompetitive sale 81.25 aeres of publie land in 17 pareels. In aeeordanee 
with the SNPLMA, sale funds are used for the development of parks, trails, and natural areas, 
eapital improvements on Lederal lands, aequiring environmentally sensitive land, and Lake 
Tahoe restoration projeets. 

U,S, Geological Survey 

□ July 26: Local USGS Release: USGS will release a study of water contaminants in 
Congaree National Park. 

□ August 1: Three Regional USGS-University Press Releases will go out to announce 
new host and consortium university partners for the Department of the Interior Alaska, 
Southeast, and Northwest Climate Adaptation Science Centers (managed by USGS). 

These hosting agreements are made between universities and the USGS, and the press 
releases are joint between these entities. 

• August 2: National USGS Release: USGS release regarding increased Salinity in U.S. 
Rivers that might degrade drinking water quality and water infrastructure. 

Bureau of Reclamation 

• August 1: Reclamation’s Albuquerque Area Office with the parties of the Taos Indian 
Water Rights Settlement will meet in Taos to discuss the latest progress on implementing the 



settlement. Each party will report out on its part of the project. There is significant local public 
and media interest and both are expected to attend. 

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

• August 2: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Notice to Stakeholders on the Notice of 
Availability (NOA) for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement 
(SEIS). 

• August 2: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Notice to Stakeholders on the Notice of 
Availability for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement. 

• August 2: Focal BOEM Release: Alaska Press Release on Draft EIS for Eiberty DPP. 

• August 2: Focal BOEM Release: BOEM announces Gulf G&G PEIS, which is expected 
to publish in Federal Register on Aug. 4. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders on Information Transfer 
Meeting to be held in New Orleans August 22-24. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders to specific groups for 
educational outreach on the New National OCS Oil and Gas Eeasing Program inviting them to 
participate in an informational call. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders on the Notice of Availability 
for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement. 

• TBD: National BOEM Release: BOEM release on Marine Minerals Rule. The rule is 
finalized and in sumaming. 

Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement 

• July 27: Director Angelle attends API Upstream Committee meeting with Acting ASEM 
MacGregor 

• July 28: National BSEE News Brief: American Hero Week - BSEE Inspectors Keep 
Energy Production Safe 

Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement 

• August 1: National OSMRE Release: OSMRE expects to announce publication of 
notices of availability for draft Environmental Assessments and unsigned Finding of No 
Significant Impact prepared for a federal mining plan modification at the Bridger Mine in 
Wyoming. OSMRE will accept comments for 30 days. 

• August 3: National OSMRE Release: OSMRE celebrates 40th Anniversary Observance 
of the signing of the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977. OSMRE 
confirmed Secretary will appear as the keynote speaker. 

Land Buy-Back Program 

• July 31: National EBBP Release: EBBP will put out a release and related outreach 
announcing a new Land Buy-Back Program strategy for addressing fractionation on Indian 
trust lands. 

Office of Insular Affairs 

• July 26: Local lA Release: Marshall Islands grants release announces Compact 
Infrastructure $149,436; Ebeye Special Needs $300,000; Health Care Program for four Atolls 
(Sec 177) $697,387. 



CONGRESSIONAL 

N/A 


Political Appointee Update 

Two new appointees started today bringing DOI politieals on board = 52 
4 nominated awaiting eonfirmation. 

Nominees Combs, Berman, and Domeneeh - Senate Committee vote scheduled Thursday. 
Nominee Joe Balash as Assistant Secretary for Land and Minerals Management has been 
announced. 

Secretary Speaking Invitations 

Accepted 

7/27-31 National Monument Review Tour Nevada and New Mexico 
8/5-20 Personal 

Outstanding Invitations in Process 

8/30 - West Virginia Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting (White Sulphur Springs, WV) 
Declining 

7/31-8/2 - FBI National Academy Associates Annual Training Conference (DC) 

8/2 - American Legion Northwest Regional Baseball Tournament's Opening Ceremony 
General Welcome (Missoula, MT) 

8/5 - Glacier National Park Conservancy remarks at Annual Backpacker's Ball 
(Whitefish/Kalispell) 

8/17 - Mineral Hill Conservation Project (Gardiner, MT) 

8/18 - Council of State Govemments-West State and Federal Relations Committee (Tacoma, 
WA) 

8/21 - Gage County Tourism and Beatrice Chamber of Commerce (Beatrice, NE) 

Emergency Management 

In California, the Detwiler Fire, located in Mariposa County (CAL FIRE), has burned 81,250 
(+1,250) acres and is 70 (+5)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-1 Incident 
Management Team (IMT) with 4,279 (-216) personnel, including 122 (-1) DOI personnel. 
There are 1,500 (no change) residential structures threatened and 4,968 (no change) evacuees. 
Communities, transportation routes, and power infrastructure continue to be threatened, 
including transmission lines that supply Yosemite National Park with power. Full containment 
of the Detwiler Fire expected on August 5. 

In Montana, the Lodgepole Complex Fire, located in Garfield County (BEM), has burned 
270,200 (+200) acres and is 62 (+28)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-2 IMT 
with 598 (-58) personnel, including 81 (-15) DOI personnel. There are 145 (no change) 
residential structures threatened and 50 (no change) evacuees. Sixteen (no change) residences 
have been destroyed. Weather conditions today include 8 to 12 mile per hour winds, and 
Critical Fire Weather is expected in the area tomorrow. The need for additional resources is 
not anticipated at this time, and full containment is expected on August 2. 



In Oregon, the Upper Mine Fire, loeated in Harney County (BLM), has burned 4,100 (-700) 
aeres and is 40 (+40)-pereent eontained. The fire is managed by a Type-2 IMT with 187 (no 
ehange) personnel, ineluding 69 (no ehange) DOI personnel. Three (+3) residenees. Sage 
Grouse Habitat, overhead power lines, and infrastructure are currently threatened by this fire. 
Outflow winds may result in some additional perimeter growth; however, full containment of 
this fire is expected on July 31. 

In Montana, the Buffalo Fire, located in Powder River County (BLM), has burned 3,104 (-3) 
acres and is 80 (+46)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-1 IMT with 268 
(+109) personnel, including 45 (+18) DOI persoimel. Significant resource demobilization is 
expected to start on July 29, and full containment of this fire is expected on July 30. 

In Nevada, the Preacher Fire, located in Douglas County (BLM), has burned 5,386 (+735) 
acres and is 20 (no change)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-2 IMT with 512 
(+233) personnel, including 72 (-23) DOI personnel. Significant resource demobilization is 
expected to start tomorrow, and full containment of this fire is expected on July 29. 

In Nevada, the Mahogany Fire, located in Humboldt County (BLM), has burned 5,000 (+500) 
acres and is 25 (+5)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-2 IMT with 299 (-129) 
personnel, including 69 (-4) DOI personnel. There are 50 (+50) residences threatened; 
however, no evacuations are currently in place. Critical Sage Grouse Habitat, multiple 
recreation sites, federal communication sites, power grid transmission lines, a natural gas 
pipeline, and wildlife habitat are threatened. Full containment of this fire is expected on July 
29. 

Outside Media of Interest 

Interior Secretary To Visit Las Cruces Amid Monuments Review. 

The AP (7/26, Contreras) reports that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke is “scheduled to visit Las 
Cruces this week in connection with the Trump administration’s review of Organ Mountains- 
Desert Peaks National Monument.” The Albuquerque (NM) Journal (7/26, Coleman) reports 
that “on Thursday, Zinke will tour the Organ Mountains Desert Peaks National Monument by 
helicopter then meet with elected officials, ranchers, academics, border security experts, and 
others local stakeholders ‘who represent all sides of the issue,’ according to the Interior 
Department.” On Friday, Zinke is scheduled to “hike with southern New Mexico veterans and 
then hold meetings with the Mescalero Apache, Fort Sill Tribe, and Friends of Organ 
Mountains Desert Peaks “. On Saturday, Zinke will “hike and ride horseback with Sens. 
Martin Heinrich and Tom Udall, both of whom are opposed to shrinking either monument.” 

Dozens Of GOP Senators Urge Trump To Expand Offshore Drilling, 

The Daily Caller (7/26, Pearce) reports that “three dozen Republican senators sent a letter to 
Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke Wednesday supporting a plan that would increase access 
and development of offshore drilling along the U.S. east coast.” The Hill (7/26, Cama, Henry) 
reports that in the letter, “the senators said the government should write a drilling plan that 
would allow oil and gas leasing in areas not included in the 2017-2022 outline finalized by the 
Obama administration.” The senators wrote, “Offshore projects often have long lead times, so 
it is important to start today to make sure that the United States is planning for the future to 



maintain its steady and stable supply of produetion. We look forward to working with the 
Department of the Interior as you advanee the new five-year program.” 

Zinke Call Has Sullivan ‘Very Concerned’ After Tuesday Vote, 

The Alaska Journal of Commeree (7/26, Brehmer) reports that “aeeording to Sen. Dan 
Sullivan’s spokesman Mike Anderson, Sullivan took a phone eall from Interior Seeretary 
Ryan Zinke Wednesday.” Anderson said, “As a result of that call, he’s very concerned about 
Alaska’s economy.” The article speculates that the call may be tied to Sen. Lisa Murkowski’s 
opposition to Republican efforts to reform health insurance. 

Trump Interior Nominee Has A History Of Contempt For The Agency She’s About To 
Lead. 

The Huffington Post (7/26, D'angelo) reports that former Texas Comptroller Susan Combs, 
who has been nominated to serve as assistant secretary of the Interior Department’s Office of 
Policy, Management and Budget, could “join the likes of Environmental Protection Agency 
Administrator Scott Pruitt and Energy Secretary Rick Perry as top Trump officials with 
vehement opposition to agencies they’re tasked with helping to lead.” The article notes that 
Combs “regularly sparred with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service over species listings, 
petitioning in 2015 to have protections removed for an endangered songbird native to central 
Texas.” Last week, “some 70 conservation groups sent a letter to the Senate Energy and 
Natural Resources Committee urging members to reject the nomination, describing Combs as 
someone who ‘built her career favoring big corporations and special interests over the needs 
and survival of imperiled species.’” 

Man Gets 68 Years In Prison In Bundy Ranch Standoff Case. 

The AP (7/26, Ritter) reports that on Wednesday, Chief U.S. District Judge Gloria Navarro in 
Las Vegas sentenced Gregory Burleson of Phoenix “to 68 years in prison for his role as a 
gunman in a standoff that stopped federal agents from rounding up cattle near the Nevada 
ranch of anti-government activist Cliven Bundy three years ago.” The AP notes that 
prosecutors “had sought a maximum sentence of 73 years for...Burleson after he was 
convicted of threatening and assaulting a federal officer, obstruction and traveling across state 
lines in aid of extortion.” However, Navarro “knocked five years off the recommendation, 
noting that the 53-year-old Burleson has gone blind, has serious health issues and was once an 
informant for the FBI.” 

Interior Provides $635,885 For Micronesia Region, 

The Saipan (MNP) Tribune (7/26) reports that acting Interior assistant secretary for Insular 
Areas Nikolao Pula has “made available $635,885 for natural and cultural resource protection 
for all U.S. island jurisdictions in the Micronesia region.” Pula said, “It is reassuring to see the 
range of initiatives we have been able to support with this funding, from managing fisheries 
that support people’s livelihoods to suppressing the impacts of the damaging coconut 
rhinoceros beetle and little fire ant. We are happy to support and bolster the collaborative 
efforts of conservation-minded leaders across the Micronesia region.” 


Federal Register Listin 2 s 

Items cleared for the FR on Wednesday. 



REG0007206 NFS National Register of Historie Plaees, July 8, 2017. The NFS is solieiting 
comments on the significance of properties nominated before July 8, 2017, for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places or related actions. Notice 07/26/2017. 

REG0007214 OSM Agency Information Collection Activities: 0MB Control Number 1029- 
0091; Requirements for Surface Coal Mining and Reclamation Operations on Indian Lands. 
This Notice, under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (FRA), announces that OSMRE will 
ask the Office of Management and Budget (0MB) to renew its approval of an information 
collection for the requirements for surface coal mining and reclamation operations on Indian 
lands in 30 CFR part 750. OSMRE is requesting public comments on the renewal for 30 days. 
Notice 07/26/2017. 

WOLF TRAP 

Tickets in the Secretary’s box available. Please share with WH staff. 


7-28-17 

ORFF: Carmina Burana; Beethoven: Emporer Concerto 

8:15 PM 

7-29-17 

Aretha Franklin 

8:00 PM 

8-1-17 

Nashville in Concert 

8:00 PM 

8-2-17 

Punch Brothers 

8:00 PM 

8-3-17 

Blondie & Garbage 

7:30 PM 

8-4-17 

La La Land in Concert 

8:30 PM 


Doug Domenech 

Senior Advisor 
US Department of the Interior 

NOTE: Every email I send or receive is subject to release under the Freedom of Information Act. 




To: Scott Hommel[scott_hommel@ios.doi.gov]; Magallanes, 

Downey[downey_magallanes@ios.doi.gov]; Laura Rigas[laura_rigas@ios.doi.gov]; Swift, 
Heather[heather_swift@ios.doi.gov]; James Cason[james_cason@ios.doi.gov]; Micah 
Chambers[micah_chambers@ios.doi.gov]; Daniel Jorjani[danielJorjani@ios.doi.gov]; Mashburn, 
Lori[lori_mashburn@ios.doi.gov]; Bauserman, Christine[christine_bauserman@ios.doi.gov]; Caroline 
Boulton[caroline_boulton@ios.doi.gov]; Thiele, Aaron[aaron_thiele@ios.doi.gov]; Willens, 
Todd[todd_willens@ios.doi.gov]; Getto, Leila[leila_getto@ios.doi.gov] 
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Importance: Normal 

Subject: Interior Cabinet Affairs Report for 7/28/17 

Received: 2017-07-28T13:16:23-04:00 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS - 
7/28/17 

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor 
Lori Mashburn, White House Liaison 

NOTE; The Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee has postponed indefinitely their 
business meeting delaying the nominations of three Interior candidates. 

Status of the Secretary 

TODAY: The Secretary is in New Mexico. 

Hike with Vet Voice Foundation 

Meeting with Fort Sill Apache Tribe 

Meeting with Mesealero Apache 

Meeting with All Pueblo Council of Governors tribes 

Friends of Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks 

Travel to Santa Fe, NM 

Saturday. July 29, 2017 

Las Vegas National Wildlife Refuge 

Greet Senators and Rep. Lujan and Consolidate Vehieles. 

Hike to Canyon Bottom // Horseback Riding & Hiking 
Travel to Albuquerque, NM 
Dinner with Senators 

Sunday, July 30, 2017 
Travel to Las Vegas (LAS) 

Travel to Kirt’s Grotto 

Meeting with BLM Support Staff 

Fly Over Tour of Gold Butte National Monument 

Helicopter Tour departs Gold Butte National Monument en route Basin and Range National 
Monument 

Lunch Meeting with BLM Staff 
White River Narrows Roek Art Site Tour 
Shaman Knob / Mt. Irish 



Tour of Mt. Irish Petroglyph Site 
Travel to Las Vegas Airport 

Monday. July 31, 2017 

Travel to Mesquite, NV 

Roundtable with Friends of Gold Butte 

Depart Mesquite, NV en route Overton, NV 

Roundtable with Loeal County, City, and State Officials 

Depart Overton, NV en route Moapa Tribal Facility 

Meeting with Moapa Band of Paiutes 

Depart en route Las Vegas, NV 

HOLD: potential other meeting 

Wheels up Las Vegas, NV (LAS) en route Cincinnati, OH (CVG) 

Wheels up Cincinnati, OH (CVG) en route Washington, DC (DCA) 

8/1 Day One Bernhardt. 

NOTE: the Secretary will be on personal leave August 5-19 out of the country. (Greece and 
Turkey) 

Media TODAY 

(Sent last night.) READOUT OF SECRETARY RYAN ZINKE’S TRIP TO THE WEST 
(DAY ONE) 

Secretary meets with ranchers, local stakeholders on variety of topics 
LAS CRUCES, New Mexico - Thursday, Secretary Ryan Zinke of the Department of the 
Interior participated in Day One of his five-day trip to the Western United States. Secretary 
Zinke started the morning with a helicopter tour of the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National 
Monument, as part of his ongoing review of National Monument designations in the United 
States. Organ Mountains is one of the National Monuments under review in accordance with 
President Donald Trump's April 26, 2017 Executive Order 13792. 

WEEK AHEAD July 26 thru August 3, 2017 

• This week the Secretary is traveling to New Mexico and then Nevada to tour Monuments 
under review. We issued a media advisory with some details of his trip. 

• We continue to support the WH’s “Hero’s Week” through social media and a video from 
the Secretary to employees and stakeholders. 

AGENCY REEEASES 

National Park Service 

• July 28: Local NPS Release: NPS will announce the opening of a public comment period 
on an environmental assessment for proposed utility and roadway crossings and a visitor trail 
within Tule Springs Fossil Beds National Monument. 

• July 28: National NPS Release: NPS will release a theme study focusing on significant 
historic properties of the post-Civil War Reconstruction Era. 

• Week of July 24: Eocal NPS Release: The Reconstruction Era National Monument will 
hold three public listening sessions (not related to July 28 Reconstruction Era Theme Study) in 



Beaufort, Port Royal, and St. Helena Island, South Carolina, as part of the development of a 
foundation document for this new park. Targeted stakeholder meetings will also be held in the 
respective communities during the day to identify the biggest challenges and opportunities facing 
the National Park Service in setting up these new areas and also provide input into the 
development of the foundation document and interpretive themes. 

• July 31: Local NPS Release; NPS will announce another round of $ 1.189 million in 
American Battlefield Protection Grants (planning) to aid in the research, documentation, and/or 
interpretation of significant American battlefields. Releases will be done at the local level of 
NPS sites receiving funds. 

• July TBD; National NPS Release: NPS announcement of annual Rutgers report on NPS 
Federal Historic Preservation Tax Incentives Program economic impact. Tax credits 2016 
contributed $12.3 billion in output to the U.S. economy, added $6.2 billion in GDP. Historic 
preservation tax incentives encourage investments in historic preservation and revitalization of 
communities small and large across the country. 

• July TBD; Denali National Park and Preserve will release a draft Long Range 
Transportation Plan for 30 days of public review and comment. The plan, developed over a three- 
year period, documents baseline conditions, examines funding options, and will help inform 
project priority setting. The plan focuses on the 90-mile-long park road and its importance to the 
visitor experience and resource protection, as well as its uses by concessionaire and in-holder 
buses, and private and administrative vehicles. Portions of the road, initially constructed nearly 
100 years ago, have been subject to temporary closures in recent years, in part because slopes 
have become more unstable due to warming permafrost and other factors. Road use has 
increased as overall park visitation has grown to nearly 600,000 people per year. 

• August 3: Congresswoman Stacey Plaskett will hold a public meeting with Regional 
Director Stan Austin in Saint John, Virgin Islands to update the community on the administrative 
realignment of national park superintendents in the Caribbean to now report to the Caribbean 
parks group superintendent. 

U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service 

• July 31: National FWS Release: FWS release on proposal to expand hunting and fishing 
opportunities on 10 National Wildlife Refuges. 

• July 31 (tent.): Local FWS Release: FWS plans to announce it is seeking public input to 
identify potential issues, concerns, impacts and alternatives to be considered in development of 
either an Environmental Assessment or an Environmental Impact Statement for a proposed 
General Conservation Plan for oil and gas activities in Santa Barbara County, California. This 
action is not expected to be controversial. 

• July TBD; Local FWS Release: FWS and the State of Utah will issue a joint release 
regarding a court ruling putting the Utah Prairie Dog back under ESA protections. 

• July TBD; FWS/USGS If-Asked Only: USGS to release a report on the Species Status 
Assessment for the Lesser Prairie Chicken. The study was commissioned by FWS. 

• July TBD; National FWS Release: FWS will announce it has apportioned $50 million to 
state fish and wildlife agencies for developing and implementing programs that benefit wildlife 
and their habitats. The funding is provided through the FWS’s State Wildlife Grants (SWG) 
program and is distributed through an apportionment formula in accordance with the 
Appropriations Act. 

• July TBD; FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a final rule establishing the 2017-18 



hunting seasons and bag limits for certain migratory game birds to fulfill our responsibilities to 
the four international conventions to protect and manage migratory game birds. A prepared 
statement will be provided on our website with a link to the proposed rule. 

• July TBD; FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a proposal to establish annual hunting 
regulations for certain migratory game birds for the 2018-19 hunting season to fulfill our 
responsibilities to the four international conventions to protect and manage migratory game 
birds. A prepared statement will be provided on our website with a link to the proposed rule. 

Bureau of Land Management 

• July 31: Local BLM Release: BLM-NV will issue a Temporary Closure and Temporary 
Restrictions of Specific Uses on Public Lands for the Burning Man event in Pershing County, 
NV, to begin set-up for the event which will begin on August 27. The closure will remain in 
place until September 20. The event entails the largest Special Recreation Permit managed by 
the BLM. 

• August 1-2: BLM-MT/Dakotas State Office will lead tribal site visits in Sidney to help 
determine if Federal land parcels that have been identified in the State of Montana’s Indemnity 
Selection application are suitable for conveyance to the State according to the Enabling Act of 
1889. Specifically, the site visits will inform determination of eligibility of the cultural sites in 
the area and assist in environmental assessment. The BLM has been coordinating with the State 
of Montana since 2015 to determine appropriate parcels to transfer to the State. Other 
participants include district employees and MT Department of Natural Resources. 

• August 2: The BLM-UT Moab Field Office intends to approve Dawson Geophysical Co.’s 
three-dimensional geophysical seismic survey project. The project is located 26 miles northwest 
of Moab and encompasses approximately 38,700 acres. Seismic surveys are used to determine 
the location and size of oil and gas reservoirs. The project is slated to begin in September. 

• August 2: BLM-WO staff will meet with an International Visitor Leadership Program 
group hosted by the University of Montana at Main Interior. The University has requested that 
Secretary Zinke greet the group. Timothy Fisher, BLM program management analyst from the 
National Conservation Landscape Program, will discuss the BLM’s multiple use mission and 
priority programs. 

• August 2: BLM-CA’s Bakersfield Assistant Field Manager Becca Brooke/staff will meet 
with Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) to discuss the Federal Energy Regulation Commission 
(FERC) re-licensing process and study needs for the Kerckhoff hydroelectric project at 
Kerckhoff Dam, along the San Joaquin River, Fresno County, CA. PG&E is required to submit a 
Pre-Application for Development by November 2017 to begin a five-year re-licensing process. 
The 114-foot tall dam, built in 1920, is one of the primary features of the Kerckoff hydroelectric 
project. It has two powerhouses. It produces 579 million kilowatt hours of electricity a year. 

• August 3: Eocal BLM Release: BLM-NV’s Las Vegas Field Office will hold a land sale 
under the Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act (SNPLMA) in Las Vegas. The BLM 
proposes to offer for competitive sale 81.25 acres of public land in 17 parcels. In accordance 
with the SNPLMA, sale funds are used for the development of parks, trails, and natural areas, 
capital improvements on Federal lands, acquiring environmentally sensitive land, and Lake 
Tahoe restoration projects. 

U,S, Geological Survey 

□ August 1: Three Regional USGS-University Press Releases will go out to announce 



new host and consortium university partners for the Department of the Interior Alaska, 
Southeast, and Northwest Climate Adaptation Science Centers (managed by USGS). 

These hosting agreements are made between universities and the USGS, and the press 
releases are joint between these entities. 

• August 2: National USGS Release: USGS release regarding increased Salinity in U.S. 
Rivers that might degrade drinking water quality and water infrastructure. 

Bureau of Reclamation 

• August 1: Reclamation’s Albuquerque Area Office with the parties of the Taos Indian 
Water Rights Settlement will meet in Taos to discuss the latest progress on implementing the 
settlement. Each party will report out on its part of the project. There is significant local public 
and media interest and both are expected to attend. 

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

• August 2: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Notice to Stakeholders on the Notice of 
Availability (NOA) for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement 
(SEIS). 

• August 2: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Notice to Stakeholders on the Notice of 
Availability for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement. 

• August 2: Focal BOEM Release: Alaska Press Release on Draft EIS for Eiberty DPP. 

• August 2: Focal BOEM Release: BOEM announces Gulf G&G PEIS, which is expected 
to publish in Federal Register on Aug. 4. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders on Information Transfer 
Meeting to be held in New Orleans August 22-24. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders to specific groups for 
educational outreach on the New National OCS Oil and Gas Eeasing Program inviting them to 
participate in an informational call. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders on the Notice of Availability 
for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement. 

• TBD: National BOEM Release: BOEM release on Marine Minerals Rule. The rule is 
finalized and in sumaming. 

Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement 

• July 28: National BSEE News Brief: American Hero Week - BSEE Inspectors Keep 
Energy Production Safe 

Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement 

• August 1: National OSMRE Release: OSMRE expects to announce publication of 
notices of availability for draft Environmental Assessments and unsigned Finding of No 
Significant Impact prepared for a federal mining plan modification at the Bridger Mine in 
Wyoming. OSMRE will accept comments for 30 days. 

• August 3: National OSMRE Release: OSMRE celebrates 40th Anniversary Observance 
of the signing of the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977. OSMRE 
confirmed Secretary will appear as the keynote speaker. 


Land Buy-Back Program 



• July 31: National LBBP Release: LBBP will put out a release and related outreach 
announcing a new Land Buy-Back Program strategy for addressing fractionation on Indian 
trust lands. 

CONGRESSIONAL 

August 3, 2017 

10:00am: Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee 

Hearing to examine federal and nonfederal collaboration, including through the use of 
technology, to reduce wildland fire risk to communities and enhance firefighting safety and 
effectiveness. 

Witness: Bryan Rice, Director, Office of Wildland Fire 

Political Appointee Update 

Two new appointees started today bringing DOI politicals on board = 52 
4 nominated awaiting confirmation. 

Nominees Combs, Berman, and Domenech - Senate Committee delayed their vote 
indefinitely. 

Nominee Joe Balash as Assistant Secretary for Land and Minerals Management has been 
announced. 

Secretary Speaking Invitations 

Accepted 

7/27-31 National Monument Review Tour Nevada and New Mexico 

8/1 - Deputy Secretary Swearing-In 

8/2 - (T) Secretary to visit USGS (Reston, VA) 

8/2 - Sportsman Round table Access Event hosted at DOI 

8/3 - DOI event - 40th Anniversary Office of Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act 
8/5-20 Personal 

Outstanding Invitations in Process 

8/30 - West Virginia Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting (White Sulphur Springs, WV) 
9/5 - National Association of State Park Directors and Annual Meeting (Missoula, Montana) 
9/10-13 - Annual Mtg of the Assoc of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (Snowbird, UT) 

9/12 Conference on Transportation Needs of National Parks and Public Eands (DC) 

Open invite - Detroit Economic Club 
9/28-30 - Council for National Policy 

Declining 

7/31-8/2 - FBI National Academy Associates Annual Training Conference (DC) 

8/2 - American Legion Northwest Regional Baseball Tournament's Opening Ceremony 
General Welcome (Missoula, MT) 

8/5 - Glacier National Park Conservancy remarks at Annual Backpacker's Ball 
(Whitefish/Kalispell) 

8/17 - Mineral Hill Conservation Project (Gardiner, MT) 

8/18 - Council of State Governments-West State and Federal Relations Committee (Tacoma, 
WA) 

8/21 - Gage County Tourism and Beatrice Chamber of Commerce (Beatrice, NE) 



Emergency Management 

The National Park Service (NPS) is reporting a partial closure at Cape Hatteras National 
Seashore due to a power outage. Officials from Hyde County say that on July 27, at 4:30 a.m. 
EDT, power went out to Ocracoke and Hatteras islands after a contractor drove a piling 
through the underground cable between the southern end of Bonner Bridge and the first riser 
pole on Hatteras Island. Due to current power restrictions, the Frisco Campground is closed 
through Friday, and due to mandatory evacuations of non-residents of Ocracoke Island, the 
Ocracoke Campground will be closed until the evacuation is lifted. The Ocracoke Visitor 
Center and Off Road Vehicle (ORV) Permit Office will remain open unless excessive heat 
necessitates a closure. All other seashore facilities are open as scheduled. 

In California, the Detwiler Fire, located in Mariposa County (CAF FIRE), has burned 81,550 
(+300) acres and is 75 (+5)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-I Incident 
Management Team (IMT) with 3,700 (-579) personnel, including 102 (-20) DOI personnel. 
There are 30 (-1,470) residential structures threatened and 4,968 (no change) evacuees. 
Communities, transportation routes, and power infrastructure continue to be threatened, 
including transmission lines that supply Yosemite National Park with power. Full containment 
of the Detwiler Fire expected on August 5. 

In Montana, the Fodgepole Complex Fire, located in Garfield County (BFM), has burned 
270,200 (no change) acres and is 80 (+18)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-2 
IMT with 553 (-45) personnel, including 67 (-14) DOI personnel. There are 145 (no change) 
residential structures threatened and 50 (no change) evacuees. Sixteen (no change) residences 
have been destroyed. The need for additional resources is not anticipated at this time, and full 
containment is expected on August 2. 

In Montana, the Buffalo Fire, located in Powder River County (BFM), has burned 3,104 (no 
change) acres and is 80 (no change)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-1 IMT 
with 354 (+86) personnel, including 69 (+24) DOI personnel. Significant resource 
demobilization is expected to start tomorrow, and full containment of this fire is expected on 
July 30. 

In Nevada, the Preacher Fire, located in Douglas County (BFM), has burned 5,353 (-33) acres 
and is 72 (+52)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-2 IMT with 521 (+9) 
personnel, including 82 (+10) DOI personnel. Numerous single family structures, developed 
subdivision properties, significant out buildings and structures, and local power transmission 
lines are threatened. Significant resource demobilization is expected to today, and full 
containment of this fire is expected on July 29. 

In Nevada, the Mahogany Fire, located in Humboldt County (BFM), has burned 5,121 (+121) 
acres and is 45 (+20)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-2 IMT with 311 (+12) 
personnel, including 65 (-4) DOI personnel. There are 50 (no change) residences threatened; 
however, no evacuations are currently in place. Continued fire spread is expected due to 
outflow winds from passing thunderstorms during the next 48 hours. Full containment of this 
fire is expected on July 29. 



Outside Media of Interest 

Report: Interior Chief Warns Alaska Senators On Health Care. 

The AP (7/27, Daly) reports that the Alaska Dispateh News reported early Thursday that 
Interior Seeretary Ryan Zinke “called Alaska’s two Republican senators to warn them of 
repercussions for the nation’s largest state if they failed to toe the Trump administration line 
on healthcare.” Sen. Dan Sullivan, who has supported repeal efforts, “told the newspaper that 
the call from Zinke heralded a ‘troubling message,”’ but Sen. Lisa Murkowski, who has 
opposed several key GOP measures, “confirmed that she received a call from Zinke, but said 
she did not perceive the call as a threat against her or Alaska.” 

Murkowski’s Committee Postponed Confirmation Vote For Trump Nominees. The Hill 
(7/27, Cama) reports Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee Chairwoman Lisa 
Murkowski “postponed a vote on six Trump administration nominees on Wednesday,” the 
“same day” Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke “allegedly threatened retribution against the Alaska 
Republican over her healthcare vote.” Zinke “called Murkowski and Sen. Dan Sullivan (R- 
Alaska) that afternoon, saying that her vote against debate on the ObamaCare repeal might 
steer the administration away from policies that benefit her state.” Murkowski’s staff didn’t 
“return requests for comment on whether the developments are linked, and the committee has 
not said why the meeting was postponed.” The article notes that six nominees include “Brenda 
Burman to be commissioner of reclamation at Interior; Susan Combs to be assistant secretary 
of the Interior for policy, management and budget; Doug Domenech to be assistant secretary 
of the Interior for insular affairs; Paul Dabbar to be undersecretary for science of the 
Department of Energy (DOE); David Jonas to be general counsel of the DOE; and Mark 
Wesley Menezes to be undersecretary of the DOE.” 

The U.S. Interior Department Has A New Mission: To Make Money. 

Bloomberg News (7/27, Traywick) reports that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke “aims to retool” 
his department “into a federal profit center focused on increasing energy production, 
according to a plan laid out by his special adviser, Vincent DeVito.” During an event in 
Washington on Thursday, DeVito stressed that the government must be run as if it were a 
business. He said that “the agency needs to offer federal leaseholders, whom he calls 
‘investors,’ a reason to partner with the government, which hasn’t been a particularly good 
business partner in the past.” And “that means opening up more resources, making permitting 
easier and ‘aggressively’ cutting regulations on private industry.” 

Interior Provides Palau $5.4M Under Compact, Other Grants. 

Marianas Variety (7/27) reports that Interior Acting Assistant Secretary Nikolao Pula “made 
available $5,463,578 to the Republic of Palau, most of which is the balance of remaining 
Compact grant assistance for fiscal year 2017.” Pula said, “We are honored to provide 
assistance to Palau President Tommy Remengesau, Jr., on behalf of the U.S. under the 
Compact of Free Association. Furthermore, we are pleased to support proper land planning 
and management, as well as training in maintenance and infrastructure-upkeep. Both are 
critical to Palau as an island nation.” 


Federal Register Listings 

Items cleared for the FR on Wednesday. 



REG0007146 BIA Indian Gaming; Approval of a Tribal-State Class III Gaming Compact in 
the State of South Dakota. This Notice announces the approval of a Proposed Gaming 
Compact Between the Crow Creek Sioux Tribe of the Crow Creek Reservation and the State 
of South Dakota governing Class III gaming. Notice 07/27/2017. 

WOLF TRAP 

Tickets in the Secretary’s box available. Please share with WH staff. 


7-29-17 

Aretha Franklin 

8:00 PM 

8-1-17 

Nashville in Concert 

8:00 PM 

8-2-17 

Punch Brothers 

8:00 PM 

8-3-17 

Blondie & Garbage 

7:30 PM 

8-4-17 

La La Land in Concert 

8:30 PM 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS - 
7/28/17 

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor 
Lori Mashburn, White House Liaison 

NOTE; The Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee has postponed indefinitely their 
business meeting delaying the nominations of three Interior candidates. 

Status of the Secretary 

TODAY: The Secretary is in New Mexico. 

Hike with Vet Voice Foundation 

Meeting with Fort Sill Apache Tribe 

Meeting with Mesealero Apache 

Meeting with All Pueblo Council of Governors tribes 

Friends of Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks 

Travel to Santa Fe, NM 

Saturday. July 29, 2017 

Las Vegas National Wildlife Refuge 

Greet Senators and Rep. Lujan and Consolidate Vehieles. 

Hike to Canyon Bottom // Horseback Riding & Hiking 
Travel to Albuquerque, NM 
Dinner with Senators 

Sunday, July 30, 2017 
Travel to Las Vegas (LAS) 

Travel to Kirt’s Grotto 

Meeting with BLM Support Staff 

Fly Over Tour of Gold Butte National Monument 

Helicopter Tour departs Gold Butte National Monument en route Basin and Range National 
Monument 

Lunch Meeting with BLM Staff 
White River Narrows Roek Art Site Tour 
Shaman Knob / Mt. Irish 



Tour of Mt. Irish Petroglyph Site 
Travel to Las Vegas Airport 

Monday. July 31, 2017 

Travel to Mesquite, NV 

Roundtable with Friends of Gold Butte 

Depart Mesquite, NV en route Overton, NV 

Roundtable with Loeal County, City, and State Officials 

Depart Overton, NV en route Moapa Tribal Facility 

Meeting with Moapa Band of Paiutes 

Depart en route Las Vegas, NV 

HOLD: potential other meeting 

Wheels up Las Vegas, NV (LAS) en route Cincinnati, OH (CVG) 

Wheels up Cincinnati, OH (CVG) en route Washington, DC (DCA) 

8/1 Day One Bernhardt. 

NOTE: the Secretary will be on personal leave August 5-19 out of the country. (Greece and 
Turkey) 

Media TODAY 

(Sent last night.) READOUT OF SECRETARY RYAN ZINKE’S TRIP TO THE WEST 
(DAY ONE) 

Secretary meets with ranchers, local stakeholders on variety of topics 
LAS CRUCES, New Mexico - Thursday, Secretary Ryan Zinke of the Department of the 
Interior participated in Day One of his five-day trip to the Western United States. Secretary 
Zinke started the morning with a helicopter tour of the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National 
Monument, as part of his ongoing review of National Monument designations in the United 
States. Organ Mountains is one of the National Monuments under review in accordance with 
President Donald Trump's April 26, 2017 Executive Order 13792. 

WEEK AHEAD July 26 thru August 3, 2017 

• This week the Secretary is traveling to New Mexico and then Nevada to tour Monuments 
under review. We issued a media advisory with some details of his trip. 

• We continue to support the WH’s “Hero’s Week” through social media and a video from 
the Secretary to employees and stakeholders. 

AGENCY REEEASES 

National Park Service 

• July 28: Local NPS Release: NPS will announce the opening of a public comment period 
on an environmental assessment for proposed utility and roadway crossings and a visitor trail 
within Tule Springs Fossil Beds National Monument. 

• July 28: National NPS Release: NPS will release a theme study focusing on significant 
historic properties of the post-Civil War Reconstruction Era. 

• Week of July 24: Eocal NPS Release: The Reconstruction Era National Monument will 
hold three public listening sessions (not related to July 28 Reconstruction Era Theme Study) in 



Beaufort, Port Royal, and St. Helena Island, South Carolina, as part of the development of a 
foundation document for this new park. Targeted stakeholder meetings will also be held in the 
respective communities during the day to identify the biggest challenges and opportunities facing 
the National Park Service in setting up these new areas and also provide input into the 
development of the foundation document and interpretive themes. 

• July 31: Local NPS Release; NPS will announce another round of $ 1.189 million in 
American Battlefield Protection Grants (planning) to aid in the research, documentation, and/or 
interpretation of significant American battlefields. Releases will be done at the local level of 
NPS sites receiving funds. 

• July TBD; National NPS Release: NPS announcement of annual Rutgers report on NPS 
Federal Historic Preservation Tax Incentives Program economic impact. Tax credits 2016 
contributed $12.3 billion in output to the U.S. economy, added $6.2 billion in GDP. Historic 
preservation tax incentives encourage investments in historic preservation and revitalization of 
communities small and large across the country. 

• July TBD; Denali National Park and Preserve will release a draft Long Range 
Transportation Plan for 30 days of public review and comment. The plan, developed over a three- 
year period, documents baseline conditions, examines funding options, and will help inform 
project priority setting. The plan focuses on the 90-mile-long park road and its importance to the 
visitor experience and resource protection, as well as its uses by concessionaire and in-holder 
buses, and private and administrative vehicles. Portions of the road, initially constructed nearly 
100 years ago, have been subject to temporary closures in recent years, in part because slopes 
have become more unstable due to warming permafrost and other factors. Road use has 
increased as overall park visitation has grown to nearly 600,000 people per year. 

• August 3: Congresswoman Stacey Plaskett will hold a public meeting with Regional 
Director Stan Austin in Saint John, Virgin Islands to update the community on the administrative 
realignment of national park superintendents in the Caribbean to now report to the Caribbean 
parks group superintendent. 

U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service 

• July 31: National FWS Release: FWS release on proposal to expand hunting and fishing 
opportunities on 10 National Wildlife Refuges. 

• July 31 (tent.): Local FWS Release: FWS plans to announce it is seeking public input to 
identify potential issues, concerns, impacts and alternatives to be considered in development of 
either an Environmental Assessment or an Environmental Impact Statement for a proposed 
General Conservation Plan for oil and gas activities in Santa Barbara County, California. This 
action is not expected to be controversial. 

• July TBD; Local FWS Release: FWS and the State of Utah will issue a joint release 
regarding a court ruling putting the Utah Prairie Dog back under ESA protections. 

• July TBD; FWS/USGS If-Asked Only: USGS to release a report on the Species Status 
Assessment for the Lesser Prairie Chicken. The study was commissioned by FWS. 

• July TBD; National FWS Release: FWS will announce it has apportioned $50 million to 
state fish and wildlife agencies for developing and implementing programs that benefit wildlife 
and their habitats. The funding is provided through the FWS’s State Wildlife Grants (SWG) 
program and is distributed through an apportionment formula in accordance with the 
Appropriations Act. 

• July TBD; FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a final rule establishing the 2017-18 



hunting seasons and bag limits for certain migratory game birds to fulfill our responsibilities to 
the four international conventions to protect and manage migratory game birds. A prepared 
statement will be provided on our website with a link to the proposed rule. 

• July TBD; FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a proposal to establish annual hunting 
regulations for certain migratory game birds for the 2018-19 hunting season to fulfill our 
responsibilities to the four international conventions to protect and manage migratory game 
birds. A prepared statement will be provided on our website with a link to the proposed rule. 

Bureau of Land Management 

• July 31: Local BLM Release: BLM-NV will issue a Temporary Closure and Temporary 
Restrictions of Specific Uses on Public Lands for the Burning Man event in Pershing County, 
NV, to begin set-up for the event which will begin on August 27. The closure will remain in 
place until September 20. The event entails the largest Special Recreation Permit managed by 
the BLM. 

• August 1-2: BLM-MT/Dakotas State Office will lead tribal site visits in Sidney to help 
determine if Federal land parcels that have been identified in the State of Montana’s Indemnity 
Selection application are suitable for conveyance to the State according to the Enabling Act of 
1889. Specifically, the site visits will inform determination of eligibility of the cultural sites in 
the area and assist in environmental assessment. The BLM has been coordinating with the State 
of Montana since 2015 to determine appropriate parcels to transfer to the State. Other 
participants include district employees and MT Department of Natural Resources. 

• August 2: The BLM-UT Moab Field Office intends to approve Dawson Geophysical Co.’s 
three-dimensional geophysical seismic survey project. The project is located 26 miles northwest 
of Moab and encompasses approximately 38,700 acres. Seismic surveys are used to determine 
the location and size of oil and gas reservoirs. The project is slated to begin in September. 

• August 2: BLM-WO staff will meet with an International Visitor Leadership Program 
group hosted by the University of Montana at Main Interior. The University has requested that 
Secretary Zinke greet the group. Timothy Fisher, BLM program management analyst from the 
National Conservation Landscape Program, will discuss the BLM’s multiple use mission and 
priority programs. 

• August 2: BLM-CA’s Bakersfield Assistant Field Manager Becca Brooke/staff will meet 
with Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) to discuss the Federal Energy Regulation Commission 
(FERC) re-licensing process and study needs for the Kerckhoff hydroelectric project at 
Kerckhoff Dam, along the San Joaquin River, Fresno County, CA. PG&E is required to submit a 
Pre-Application for Development by November 2017 to begin a five-year re-licensing process. 
The 114-foot tall dam, built in 1920, is one of the primary features of the Kerckoff hydroelectric 
project. It has two powerhouses. It produces 579 million kilowatt hours of electricity a year. 

• August 3: Eocal BLM Release: BLM-NV’s Las Vegas Field Office will hold a land sale 
under the Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act (SNPLMA) in Las Vegas. The BLM 
proposes to offer for competitive sale 81.25 acres of public land in 17 parcels. In accordance 
with the SNPLMA, sale funds are used for the development of parks, trails, and natural areas, 
capital improvements on Federal lands, acquiring environmentally sensitive land, and Lake 
Tahoe restoration projects. 

U,S, Geological Survey 

□ August 1: Three Regional USGS-University Press Releases will go out to announce 



new host and consortium university partners for the Department of the Interior Alaska, 
Southeast, and Northwest Climate Adaptation Science Centers (managed by USGS). 

These hosting agreements are made between universities and the USGS, and the press 
releases are joint between these entities. 

• August 2: National USGS Release: USGS release regarding increased Salinity in U.S. 
Rivers that might degrade drinking water quality and water infrastructure. 

Bureau of Reclamation 

• August 1: Reclamation’s Albuquerque Area Office with the parties of the Taos Indian 
Water Rights Settlement will meet in Taos to discuss the latest progress on implementing the 
settlement. Each party will report out on its part of the project. There is significant local public 
and media interest and both are expected to attend. 

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

• August 2: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Notice to Stakeholders on the Notice of 
Availability (NOA) for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement 
(SEIS). 

• August 2: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Notice to Stakeholders on the Notice of 
Availability for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement. 

• August 2: Focal BOEM Release: Alaska Press Release on Draft EIS for Eiberty DPP. 

• August 2: Focal BOEM Release: BOEM announces Gulf G&G PEIS, which is expected 
to publish in Federal Register on Aug. 4. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders on Information Transfer 
Meeting to be held in New Orleans August 22-24. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders to specific groups for 
educational outreach on the New National OCS Oil and Gas Eeasing Program inviting them to 
participate in an informational call. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders on the Notice of Availability 
for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement. 

• TBD: National BOEM Release: BOEM release on Marine Minerals Rule. The rule is 
finalized and in sumaming. 

Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement 

• July 28: National BSEE News Brief: American Hero Week - BSEE Inspectors Keep 
Energy Production Safe 

Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement 

• August 1: National OSMRE Release: OSMRE expects to announce publication of 
notices of availability for draft Environmental Assessments and unsigned Finding of No 
Significant Impact prepared for a federal mining plan modification at the Bridger Mine in 
Wyoming. OSMRE will accept comments for 30 days. 

• August 3: National OSMRE Release: OSMRE celebrates 40th Anniversary Observance 
of the signing of the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977. OSMRE 
confirmed Secretary will appear as the keynote speaker. 


Land Buy-Back Program 



• July 31: National LBBP Release: LBBP will put out a release and related outreach 
announcing a new Land Buy-Back Program strategy for addressing fractionation on Indian 
trust lands. 

CONGRESSIONAL 

August 3, 2017 

10:00am: Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee 

Hearing to examine federal and nonfederal collaboration, including through the use of 
technology, to reduce wildland fire risk to communities and enhance firefighting safety and 
effectiveness. 

Witness: Bryan Rice, Director, Office of Wildland Fire 

Political Appointee Update 

Two new appointees started today bringing DOI politicals on board = 52 
4 nominated awaiting confirmation. 

Nominees Combs, Berman, and Domenech - Senate Committee delayed their vote 
indefinitely. 

Nominee Joe Balash as Assistant Secretary for Land and Minerals Management has been 
announced. 

Secretary Speaking Invitations 

Accepted 

7/27-31 National Monument Review Tour Nevada and New Mexico 

8/1 - Deputy Secretary Swearing-In 

8/2 - (T) Secretary to visit USGS (Reston, VA) 

8/2 - Sportsman Round table Access Event hosted at DOI 

8/3 - DOI event - 40th Anniversary Office of Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act 
8/5-20 Personal 

Outstanding Invitations in Process 

8/30 - West Virginia Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting (White Sulphur Springs, WV) 
9/5 - National Association of State Park Directors and Annual Meeting (Missoula, Montana) 
9/10-13 - Annual Mtg of the Assoc of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (Snowbird, UT) 

9/12 Conference on Transportation Needs of National Parks and Public Eands (DC) 

Open invite - Detroit Economic Club 
9/28-30 - Council for National Policy 

Declining 

7/31-8/2 - FBI National Academy Associates Annual Training Conference (DC) 

8/2 - American Legion Northwest Regional Baseball Tournament's Opening Ceremony 
General Welcome (Missoula, MT) 

8/5 - Glacier National Park Conservancy remarks at Annual Backpacker's Ball 
(Whitefish/Kalispell) 

8/17 - Mineral Hill Conservation Project (Gardiner, MT) 

8/18 - Council of State Governments-West State and Federal Relations Committee (Tacoma, 
WA) 

8/21 - Gage County Tourism and Beatrice Chamber of Commerce (Beatrice, NE) 



Emergency Management 

The National Park Service (NPS) is reporting a partial closure at Cape Hatteras National 
Seashore due to a power outage. Officials from Hyde County say that on July 27, at 4:30 a.m. 
EDT, power went out to Ocracoke and Hatteras islands after a contractor drove a piling 
through the underground cable between the southern end of Bonner Bridge and the first riser 
pole on Hatteras Island. Due to current power restrictions, the Frisco Campground is closed 
through Friday, and due to mandatory evacuations of non-residents of Ocracoke Island, the 
Ocracoke Campground will be closed until the evacuation is lifted. The Ocracoke Visitor 
Center and Off Road Vehicle (ORV) Permit Office will remain open unless excessive heat 
necessitates a closure. All other seashore facilities are open as scheduled. 

In California, the Detwiler Fire, located in Mariposa County (CAF FIRE), has burned 81,550 
(+300) acres and is 75 (+5)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-I Incident 
Management Team (IMT) with 3,700 (-579) personnel, including 102 (-20) DOI personnel. 
There are 30 (-1,470) residential structures threatened and 4,968 (no change) evacuees. 
Communities, transportation routes, and power infrastructure continue to be threatened, 
including transmission lines that supply Yosemite National Park with power. Full containment 
of the Detwiler Fire expected on August 5. 

In Montana, the Fodgepole Complex Fire, located in Garfield County (BFM), has burned 
270,200 (no change) acres and is 80 (+18)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-2 
IMT with 553 (-45) personnel, including 67 (-14) DOI personnel. There are 145 (no change) 
residential structures threatened and 50 (no change) evacuees. Sixteen (no change) residences 
have been destroyed. The need for additional resources is not anticipated at this time, and full 
containment is expected on August 2. 

In Montana, the Buffalo Fire, located in Powder River County (BFM), has burned 3,104 (no 
change) acres and is 80 (no change)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-1 IMT 
with 354 (+86) personnel, including 69 (+24) DOI personnel. Significant resource 
demobilization is expected to start tomorrow, and full containment of this fire is expected on 
July 30. 

In Nevada, the Preacher Fire, located in Douglas County (BFM), has burned 5,353 (-33) acres 
and is 72 (+52)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-2 IMT with 521 (+9) 
personnel, including 82 (+10) DOI personnel. Numerous single family structures, developed 
subdivision properties, significant out buildings and structures, and local power transmission 
lines are threatened. Significant resource demobilization is expected to today, and full 
containment of this fire is expected on July 29. 

In Nevada, the Mahogany Fire, located in Humboldt County (BFM), has burned 5,121 (+121) 
acres and is 45 (+20)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-2 IMT with 311 (+12) 
personnel, including 65 (-4) DOI personnel. There are 50 (no change) residences threatened; 
however, no evacuations are currently in place. Continued fire spread is expected due to 
outflow winds from passing thunderstorms during the next 48 hours. Full containment of this 
fire is expected on July 29. 



Outside Media of Interest 

Report: Interior Chief Warns Alaska Senators On Health Care. 

The AP (7/27, Daly) reports that the Alaska Dispateh News reported early Thursday that 
Interior Seeretary Ryan Zinke “called Alaska’s two Republican senators to warn them of 
repercussions for the nation’s largest state if they failed to toe the Trump administration line 
on healthcare.” Sen. Dan Sullivan, who has supported repeal efforts, “told the newspaper that 
the call from Zinke heralded a ‘troubling message,”’ but Sen. Lisa Murkowski, who has 
opposed several key GOP measures, “confirmed that she received a call from Zinke, but said 
she did not perceive the call as a threat against her or Alaska.” 

Murkowski’s Committee Postponed Confirmation Vote For Trump Nominees. The Hill 
(7/27, Cama) reports Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee Chairwoman Lisa 
Murkowski “postponed a vote on six Trump administration nominees on Wednesday,” the 
“same day” Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke “allegedly threatened retribution against the Alaska 
Republican over her healthcare vote.” Zinke “called Murkowski and Sen. Dan Sullivan (R- 
Alaska) that afternoon, saying that her vote against debate on the ObamaCare repeal might 
steer the administration away from policies that benefit her state.” Murkowski’s staff didn’t 
“return requests for comment on whether the developments are linked, and the committee has 
not said why the meeting was postponed.” The article notes that six nominees include “Brenda 
Burman to be commissioner of reclamation at Interior; Susan Combs to be assistant secretary 
of the Interior for policy, management and budget; Doug Domenech to be assistant secretary 
of the Interior for insular affairs; Paul Dabbar to be undersecretary for science of the 
Department of Energy (DOE); David Jonas to be general counsel of the DOE; and Mark 
Wesley Menezes to be undersecretary of the DOE.” 

The U.S. Interior Department Has A New Mission: To Make Money. 

Bloomberg News (7/27, Traywick) reports that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke “aims to retool” 
his department “into a federal profit center focused on increasing energy production, 
according to a plan laid out by his special adviser, Vincent DeVito.” During an event in 
Washington on Thursday, DeVito stressed that the government must be run as if it were a 
business. He said that “the agency needs to offer federal leaseholders, whom he calls 
‘investors,’ a reason to partner with the government, which hasn’t been a particularly good 
business partner in the past.” And “that means opening up more resources, making permitting 
easier and ‘aggressively’ cutting regulations on private industry.” 

Interior Provides Palau $5.4M Under Compact, Other Grants. 

Marianas Variety (7/27) reports that Interior Acting Assistant Secretary Nikolao Pula “made 
available $5,463,578 to the Republic of Palau, most of which is the balance of remaining 
Compact grant assistance for fiscal year 2017.” Pula said, “We are honored to provide 
assistance to Palau President Tommy Remengesau, Jr., on behalf of the U.S. under the 
Compact of Free Association. Furthermore, we are pleased to support proper land planning 
and management, as well as training in maintenance and infrastructure-upkeep. Both are 
critical to Palau as an island nation.” 


Federal Register Listings 

Items cleared for the FR on Wednesday. 



REG0007146 BIA Indian Gaming; Approval of a Tribal-State Class III Gaming Compact in 
the State of South Dakota. This Notice announces the approval of a Proposed Gaming 
Compact Between the Crow Creek Sioux Tribe of the Crow Creek Reservation and the State 
of South Dakota governing Class III gaming. Notice 07/27/2017. 

WOLF TRAP 

Tickets in the Secretary’s box available. Please share with WH staff. 


7-29-17 

Aretha Franklin 

8:00 PM 

8-1-17 

Nashville in Concert 

8:00 PM 

8-2-17 

Punch Brothers 

8:00 PM 

8-3-17 

Blondie & Garbage 

7:30 PM 

8-4-17 

La La Land in Concert 

8:30 PM 


Doug Domenech 

Senior Advisor 
US Department of the Interior 
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DEPARTMENT OE THE INTERIOR DAILY UPDATE EOR CABINET AEFAIRS - 
7/31/17 

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor 
Lori Mashbum, White House Liaison 

NOTE: The Secretary cancelled his monument tour in Nevada in order to return to DC for the 
Cabinet meeting. 

Status of the Secretary 

TODAY: The Secretary is in Washington, DC. 

Monday. July 31. 2017 
Overnight travel to Washington, DC 
Cabinet Meeting. 

THIS WEEK: 

Tuesday 8/1: Swearing In David Bernhardt, Deputy Secretary; meeting at the White House.; 
Meeting with Douglas Eamont, Assistant Secretary of the Army; Meeting with Sen. Merkley and 
Sen. Wyden; Bernhardt reception. 

Wednesday 8/2: Sportsmen Roundtable; NEC Principals Meeting: Infrastructure; Tentative 
uses Tour; 

Thursday 8/3: Meet and Greet with Chase Spano and Steve Armentrout; Remarks at 40th 
Anniversary Office of Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act (SMCRA); Meeting with 
Tom Spoehr, Director, Center for National Defense, Heritage Foundation; Meeting with David 
Lasar 

Friday 8/4: office 
NEXT WEEK: 

The Secretary will be on personal leave August 5-19 out of the country. (Greece and Turkey) 

Media TODAY 

(Sent Saturday) SECRETARY ZINKE OPENS UP CHARLES M. RUSSELL WILDLIFE 
REFUGE FOR EMERGENCY PRESCRIBED GRAZING 

Cattle to arrive on Refuge in coming days 

JORDAN, MT - Today, U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke announced the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service will open the Charles M. Russell National Wildlife Refuge (CMR) for 


emergency grazing relief. Allotments will be made immediately available for ranchers who lost 
grazing land in the Lodgepole Complex fires. 


"We have a saying that Montana is one small town with really long roads, and as a neighbor in 
that small town, the Department is dedicated to providing disaster relief and resources where 
possible," said Secretary Zinke. "When I talk about restoring trust between local communities 
and the federal government, and being a good neighbor, this is exactly what I mean. My staff and 
I heard from ranchers, equipment dealers, and other concerned citizens, and we all got to work. I 
applaud the quick work and flexibility of the team at the CMR for getting this done for the 
community." 

(Sent Saturday) SECRETARY ZINKE TO HOLD MEDIA AVAILABILITY IN 
BUNKERVILLE, NEVADA 

WASHINGTON - On Sunday, July 30, U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke will hold a 
media availability to discuss the ongoing National Monument review of both the Gold Butte and 
the Basin and Range National Monuments, in accordance with President Donald J. Trump's 
April 26, 2017 Executive Order 13792. 

Secretary Zinke is in the midst of a multi-day swing through the Western United States, which 
will conclude Sunday. To date, he has met with advocacy groups, state and local officials, and 
Tribal leaders. The Secretary will be meeting with federal representatives and their staff over the 
course of the trip as well. 

(Sent Friday) READOUT OF SECRETARY RYAN ZINKE’S TRIP TO THE WEST (DAY 
TWO) 

Secretary hikes with veterans, continues his meetings with Tribal leaders and local stakeholders 

LAS CRUCES, New Mexico - Friday, U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke participated in 
Day Two of his five-day trip to the Western United States. Secretary Zinke began the day hiking 
with members of both the Vet Voice Foundation, a veterans group, and the Sierra Club Military 
Outdoors; they traversed the Broad Canyon in New Mexico. 

AGENCY RELEASES 

National Park Service 

• July 31: Local NPS Release: NPS will announce another round of $ 1.189 million in 
American Battlefield Protection Grants (planning) to aid in the research, documentation, and/or 
interpretation of significant American battlefields. Releases will be done at the local level of 
NPS sites receiving funds. 

• July TBD: National NPS Release: NPS announcement of annual Rutgers report on NPS 
Federal Historic Preservation Tax Incentives Program economic impact. Tax credits 2016 
contributed $12.3 billion in output to the U.S. economy, added $6.2 billion in GDP. Historic 
preservation tax incentives encourage investments in historic preservation and revitalization of 
communities small and large across the country. 

• July TBD: Denali National Park and Preserve will release a draft Long Range 
Transportation Plan for 30 days of public review and comment. The plan, developed over a three- 
year period, documents baseline conditions, examines funding options, and will help inform 



project priority setting. The plan focuses on the 90-mile-long park road and its importance to the 
visitor experience and resource protection, as well as its uses by concessionaire and in-holder 
buses, and private and administrative vehicles. Portions of the road, initially constructed nearly 
100 years ago, have been subject to temporary closures in recent years, in part because slopes 
have become more unstable due to warming permafrost and other factors. Road use has 
increased as overall park visitation has grown to nearly 600,000 people per year. 

• August 3: Congresswoman Stacey Plaskett will hold a public meeting with Regional 
Director Stan Austin in Saint John, Virgin Islands to update the community on the administrative 
realignment of national park superintendents in the Caribbean to now report to the Caribbean 
parks group superintendent. 

U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service 

• July 31: National FWS Release: FWS release on proposal to expand hunting and fishing 
opportunities on 10 National Wildlife Refuges. 

• July 31 (tent.): Local FWS Release: FWS plans to announce it is seeking public input to 
identify potential issues, concerns, impacts and alternatives to be considered in development of 
either an Environmental Assessment or an Environmental Impact Statement for a proposed 
General Conservation Plan for oil and gas activities in Santa Barbara County, California. This 
action is not expected to be controversial. 

• July TBD: Local FWS Release: FWS and the State of Utah will issue a joint release 
regarding a court ruling putting the Utah Prairie Dog back under ESA protections. 

• July TBD: FWS/USGS If-Asked Only: USGS to release a report on the Species Status 
Assessment for the Lesser Prairie Chicken. The study was commissioned by FWS. 

• July TBD: National FWS Release: FWS will announce it has apportioned $50 million to 
state fish and wildlife agencies for developing and implementing programs that benefit wildlife 
and their habitats. The funding is provided through the FWS’s State Wildlife Grants (SWG) 
program and is distributed through an apportionment formula in accordance with the 
Appropriations Act. 

• July TBD: FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a final rule establishing the 2017-18 
hunting seasons and bag limits for certain migratory game birds to fulfill our responsibilities to 
the four international conventions to protect and manage migratory game birds. A prepared 
statement will be provided on our website with a link to the proposed rule. 

• July TBD: FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a proposal to establish annual hunting 
regulations for certain migratory game birds for the 2018-19 hunting season to fulfill our 
responsibilities to the four international conventions to protect and manage migratory game 
birds. A prepared statement will be provided on our website with a link to the proposed rule. 

Bureau of Land Management 

• July 31: Local BLM Release: BLM-NV will issue a Temporary Closure and Temporary 
Restrictions of Specific Uses on Public Lands for the Burning Man event in Pershing County, 
NV, to begin set-up for the event which will begin on August 27. The closure will remain in 
place until September 20. The event entails the largest Special Recreation Permit managed by 
the BLM. 

• August 1-2: BLM-MT/Dakotas State Office will lead tribal site visits in Sidney to help 
determine if Federal land parcels that have been identified in the State of Montana’s Indemnity 
Selection application are suitable for conveyance to the State according to the Enabling Act of 



1889. Specifically, the site visits will inform determination of eligibility of the cultural sites in 
the area and assist in environmental assessment. The BLM has been coordinating with the State 
of Montana since 2015 to determine appropriate parcels to transfer to the State. Other 
participants include district employees and MT Department of Natural Resources. 

• August 2: The BLM-UT Moab Field Office intends to approve Dawson Geophysical Co.’s 
three-dimensional geophysical seismic survey project. The project is located 26 miles northwest 
of Moab and encompasses approximately 38,700 acres. Seismic surveys are used to determine 
the location and size of oil and gas reservoirs. The project is slated to begin in September. 

• August 2: BLM-WO staff will meet with an International Visitor Leadership Program 
group hosted by the University of Montana at Main Interior. The University has requested that 
Secretary Zinke greet the group. Timothy Fisher, BLM program management analyst from the 
National Conservation Landscape Program, will discuss the BLM’s multiple use mission and 
priority programs. 

• August 2: BLM-CA’s Bakersfield Assistant Field Manager Becca Brooke/staff will meet 
with Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) to discuss the Federal Energy Regulation Commission 
(FERC) re-licensing process and study needs for the Kerckhoff hydroelectric project at 
Kerckhoff Dam, along the San Joaquin River, Fresno County, CA. PG&E is required to submit a 
Pre-Application for Development by November 2017 to begin a five-year re-licensing process. 
The 114-foot tall dam, built in 1920, is one of the primary features of the Kerckoff hydroelectric 
project. It has two powerhouses. It produces 579 million kilowatt hours of electricity a year. 

• August 3: Eocal BLM Release: BLM-NV’s Las Vegas Field Office will hold a land sale 
under the Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act (SNPLMA) in Las Vegas. The BLM 
proposes to offer for competitive sale 81.25 acres of public land in 17 parcels. In accordance 
with the SNPLMA, sale funds are used for the development of parks, trails, and natural areas, 
capital improvements on Federal lands, acquiring environmentally sensitive land, and Lake 
Tahoe restoration projects. 

U.S. Geological Survey 

□ August 1: Three Regional USGS-University Press Releases will go out to announce 
new host and consortium university partners for the Department of the Interior Alaska, 
Southeast, and Northwest Climate Adaptation Science Centers (managed by USGS). 

These hosting agreements are made between universities and the USGS, and the press 
releases are joint between these entities. 

• August 2: National USGS Release: USGS release regarding increased Salinity in U.S. 
Rivers that might degrade drinking water quality and water infrastructure. 

Bureau of Reclamation 

• August 1: Reclamation’s Albuquerque Area Office with the parties of the Taos Indian 
Water Rights Settlement will meet in Taos to discuss the latest progress on implementing the 
settlement. Each party will report out on its part of the project. There is significant local public 
and media interest and both are expected to attend. 

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

• August 2: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Notice to Stakeholders on the Notice of 
Availability (NOA) for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement 
(SEIS). 



• August 2: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Notiee to Stakeholders on the Notiee of 
Availability for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impaet Statement. 

• August 2: Eoeal BOEM Release: Alaska Press Release on Draft EIS for Eiberty DPP. 

• August 2: Eoeal BOEM Release: BOEM announees Gulf G&G PEIS, whieh is expeeted 
to publish in Federal Register on Aug. 4. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders on Information Transfer 
Meeting to be held in New Orleans August 22-24. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders to speeifie groups for 
edueational outreaeh on the New National OCS Oil and Gas Eeasing Program inviting them to 
partieipate in an informational eall. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders on the Notiee of Availability 
for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impaet Statement. 

• TBD: National BOEM Release: BOEM release on Marine Minerals Rule. The rule is 
finalized and in sumaming. 

Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement 

• August 1: National OSMRE Release: OSMRE expeets to announee publieation of 
notiees of availability for draft Environmental Assessments and unsigned Finding of No 
Signifieant Impaet prepared for a federal mining plan modifieation at the Bridger Mine in 
Wyoming. OSMRE will aeeept eomments for 30 days. 

• August 3: National OSMRE Release: OSMRE eelebrates 40th Anniversary Observanee 
of the signing of the Surfaee Mining Control and Reelamation Aet of 1977. OSMRE 
eonfirmed Seeretary will appear as the keynote speaker. 

Land Buy-Back Program 

• July 31: National EBBP Release: EBBP will put out a release and related outreaeh 
announeing a new Eand Buy-Baek Program strategy for addressing fraetionation on Indian 
trust lands. 

CONGRESSIONAL 

August 3, 2017 

10:00am: Senate Energy and Natural Resourees Committee 

Hearing to examine federal and nonfederal eollaboration, ineluding through the use of 
teehnology, to reduee wildland fire risk to eommunities and enhanee firefighting safety and 
effeetiveness. 

Witness: Bryan Riee, Direetor, Offiee of Wildland Fire 

Political Appointee Update 

Two new appointees started today bringing DOI politieals on board = 52 
4 nominated awaiting eonfirmation. 

Nominees Combs, Berman, and Domeneeh - Senate Committee delayed their vote 
indefinitely. 

Nominee Joe Balash as Assistant Seeretary for Eand and Minerals Management has been 
announeed. 


Secretary Speaking Invitations 

Accepted 



7/27-31 National Monument Review Tour Nevada and New Mexieo 

8/1 - Deputy Seeretary Swearing-In 

8/2 - (T) Seeretary to visit USGS (Reston, VA) 

8/2 - Sportsman Round table Aeeess Event hosted at DOI 

8/3 - DOI event - 40th Anniversary Offiee of Surfaee Mining Control and Reclamation Act 
8/5-20 Personal 

Outstanding Invitations in Process 

8/30 - West Virginia Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting (White Sulphur Springs, WV) 
9/5 - National Association of State Park Directors and Annual Meeting (Missoula, Montana) 
9/10-13 - Annual Mtg of the Assoc of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (Snowbird, UT) 

9/12 Conference on Transportation Needs of National Parks and Public Lands (DC) 

Open invite - Detroit Economic Club 
9/28-30 - Council for National Policy 

Declining 

7/31-8/2 - FBI National Academy Associates Annual Training Conference (DC) 

8/2 - American Legion Northwest Regional Baseball Tournament's Opening Ceremony 
General Welcome (Missoula, MT) 

8/5 - Glacier National Park Conservancy remarks at Annual Backpacker's Ball 
(Whitefish/Kalispell) 

8/17 - Mineral Hill Conservation Project (Gardiner, MT) 

8/18 - Council of State Govemments-West State and Federal Relations Committee (Tacoma, 
WA) 

8/21 - Gage County Tourism and Beatrice Chamber of Commerce (Beatrice, NE) 

Emergency Management 

On July 27, PCL Construction inadvertently drove a steel casing into a Cape Hatteras Electric 
Cooperative underground transmission cable while building the new Bonner Bridge at the 
Oregon Inlet in North Carolina. This caused a loss of power for all of Hatteras Island and 
Ocracoke Island. Because of the power loss, local authorities issued a mandatory evacuation 
order for all visitors until further notice, which includes the Cape Hatteras National Seashore 
and the Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge. The National Park Service reports Hatteras and 
Ocracoke islands closed for visitor entry. Areas north of the Oregon Inlet remain open, as they 
have not been impacted by the power outage. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service reports Pea 
Island National Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center, which is located on Hatteras Island, is closed. 
The refuge will remain open to birders, anglers, and other personnel involved in outdoor 
recreation. 

In California, the Detwiler Fire, located in Mariposa County (CAL FIRE), has burned 81,826 
(+276) acres and is 90 (+15)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-1 Incident 
Management Team (IMT) with 2,390 (-1,310) personnel, including 19 (-83) DOI personnel. 
There are no (-30) residential structures threatened, and all evacuation orders have been lifted. 
Full containment of the Detwiler Fire is expected on August 7. 


In Montana, the Lodgepole Complex Fire, located in Garfield County (BLM), has burned 



270,723 (+523) acres and is 93 (+13)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-2 IMT 
with 221 (-332) personnel, ineluding 33 (-34) DOI personnel. There are 145 (no ehange) 
residential struetures threatened and 50 (no ehange) evaeuees. Six (+3) responder injuries have 
been reported. Demobilization is under way. Full eontainment is expeeted on August 2. 

In Nevada, the Mahogany Fire, loeated in Humboldt County (BLM), has burned 5,121 (no 
ehange) aeres and is 99 (+54)-pereent eontained. The fire is managed by a Type-2 IMT with 
111 (-200) personnel, ineluding 37 (-28) DOI personnel. There are no (-50) residenees 
threatened. Two (+2) responder injuries have been reported. Further perimeter growth is not 
expeeted. Full eontainment of this fire is expeeted on August 1. 

Outside Media of Interest 

Interior Chief Ends Nevada Trip For Monday Cabinet Meeting. 

The AP (7/30, RITTER, SONNER) reports that Interior Seeretary Ryan Zinke toured two 
national monuments in Nevada on Sunday and eaneeled plans for meetings Monday in the Las 
Vegas area in order to head baek to Washington, D.C., for what he said will be a Cabinet 
meeting involving President Donald Trump’s top appointees.” Zinke toured the Gold Butte 
and Basin and Range national monuments, “but he didn’t say he’s made any deeisions about 
whether to downsize the two monuments ereated last year by President Baraek Obama before 
he left offiee.” Zinke said, “Monuments have been adjusted ...18 times before, Zinke said. “So 
I don’t think there’s too mueh question that a monument ean be adjusted. Whether a 
monument ean be reseinded or not, that is a question for the eourts.” 

By Helicopter And On Horseback, Zinke Reviews Monuments. 

The AP (7/28, Lee) reports that “ranehers who want to seale baek two national monuments in 
New Mexieo eompeted for attention with the outdoor reereation industry as U.S. Interior 
Seeretary Ryan Zinke eondueted a series of private stakeholder meetings linked to a 
nationwide review of 27 monuments approved by past presidents.” Zinke “skipped a heavily 
attended publie forum about the future of the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National 
Monument in southern New Mexieo organized largely by monument supporters, amid a series 
of private meetings with ranehers, eleetrie utility exeeutives, irrigation distriet offieials and 
some defenders of the monuments.” The artiele says that Zinke’s “tightly eontrolled visit, 
mostly away from the publie’s eye, is stirring eoneem among business owners — from fishing 
guides to loeal homebuilders — who say they inereasingly depend on the flow of tourists and 
outdoor enthusiasts to the monuments.” 

Montana Refuge Opened To Ranchers Who Lost Grass To Fires. 

The AP (7/29) reports that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serviee is “opening the Charles M. 
Russell Wildlife Refuge to grazing for ranehers who lost rangeland in a large wildfire in 
eastern Montana.” Refuge manager Paul Santavy “says the fire left some ranehers with no 
rangeland for eattle to graze.” Aeeording to the artiele, “individual agreements will need to be 
negotiated, but refuge managers plan to allow ranehers to move eows onto the refuge and 
eomplete the paperwork later.” 

Zinke Denies Threats In Calls. 

The Albuquerque (NM) Journal (7/29, Oswald) reports that Interior Seeretary Ryan Zinke 



“said Saturday that there was no threat in his calls to Alaska’s two Republican U.S. senators 
last week after one of them broke ranks with the GOP on a health care vote.” Zinke dismissed 
speculation in the media that the calls were “threatening.” He said, “That’s ridiculous. ... 

Quite frankly, it’s laughable.” 

Federal Ranger To Testify In San Francisco Murder Trial. 

The AP (7/28, Thanawala) reports that “a federal agency has agreed to allow a ranger to 
testify at a trial over a fatal San Francisco shooting with the ranger’s gun that became a 
flashpoint in the national immigration debate, a judge in San Francisco said Friday.” 
According to the article, “the scope of the ranger’s testimony will be determined by the judge 
who presides over Juan Francisco Lopez Sanchez’s trial in the 2015 shooting of Kate Steinle, 
Judge Richard Loftus said.” Federal officials “had previously resisted efforts” to have Bureau 
of Land Management ranger John Woychowski “testify about his stolen gun, but Loftus said 
the parties reached an agreement to produce the ranger as a witness.” 

Energy Company Applies To Mine 4.1M Tons Of Coal In Colorado. 

The AP (7/28) reports that the Bureau of Land Management “has to decide if it will allow an 
energy company to mine up to 4.1 million more tons of coal in northwest Colorado.” Peabody 
Energy has “applied to lease 1 more square mile (2.6 square kilometers) of federal coal west 
of Steamboat Springs as part of an ongoing mining operation.” The BLM “says it will make 
the decision under the President Donald Trump administration’s energy policies.” 

Oil Group Fights Enviros’ Challenge To Offshore Drilling Order. 

Law360 (7/28, Phillis) reported that the API asked an Alaska federal court to dismiss a 
complaint filed by environmental organizations challenging President Trump’s executive 
order looking to review drilling in the Arctic and Atlantic, arguing it was brought in the wrong 
court. 

Federal Register Listinos 

Items cleared for the FR on Friday. 

REG0007202 BOE Einal Programmatic EIS for Geological & Geophysical Activities on the 
Gulf of Mexico Outer Continental Shelf. BOEM is announcing the availability of a Final 
Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for evaluating potential environmental 
effects of geological and geophysical (G&G) activities in Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) 
waters of the Gulf of Mexico. BOEM has a September 25, 2017, settlement agreement 
deadline for issuing a Record of Decision (ROD) based on the Final Programmatic EIS. 

Notice 07/28/2017. 

REG0007I93 FWS 2017-2018 Refuge-Specific Hunting and Sport Fishing Regulations. This 
rulemaking will provide the annual update to the existing refuge-specific regulations. 

Proposed Rule 07/28/2017. 

WOLF TRAP 

Tickets in the Secretary’s box available. Please share with WH staff. 



8-1-17 

Nashville in Concert 

8:00 PM 

8-2-17 

Punch Brothers 

8:00 PM 

8-3-17 

Blondie & Garbage 

7:30 PM 

8-4-17 

La La Land in Concert 

8:30 PM 


Doug Domenech 

Senior Advisor 

US Department of the Interior 

NOTE: Every email I send or receive is subject to release under the Freedom of Information Act. 




To: Scott Hommel[scott_hommel@ios.doi.gov]; Magallanes, 

Downey[downey_magallanes@ios.doi.gov]; Laura Rigas[laura_rigas@ios.doi.gov]; Swift, 
Heather[heather_swift@ios.doi.gov]; James Cason[james_cason@ios.doi.gov]; Micah 
Chambers[micah_chambers@ios.doi.gov]; Daniel Jorjani[danielJorjani@ios.doi.gov]; Mashburn, 
Lori[lori_mashburn@ios.doi.gov]; Bauserman, Christine[christine_bauserman@ios.doi.gov]; Caroline 
Boulton[caroline_boulton@ios.doi.gov]; Thiele, Aaron[aaron_thiele@ios.doi.gov]; Willens, 
Todd[todd_willens@ios.doi.gov]; Getto, Leila[leila_getto@ios.doi.gov] 

From: Domenech, Douglas 

Sent: 2017-07-31713:36:38-04:00 

Importance: Normal 

Subject: Interior Cabinet Affairs Report for 7/31/17 

Received: 2017-07-31T13:37:04-04:00 

DPI DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS 7-31-17.docx 


Attached and copied below. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS - 
7/31/17 

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor 
Lori Mashburn, White House Liaison 

NOTE; The Secretary eancelled his monument tour in Nevada in order to return to DC for the 
Cabinet meeting. 

Status of the Secretary 

TODAY: The Secretary is in Washington, DC. 

Monday. July 3 L 2017 
Overnight travel to Washington, DC 
Cabinet Meeting. 

THIS WEEK: 

Tuesday 8/1: Swearing In David Bernhardt, Deputy Seeretary; meeting at the White House.; 
Meeting with Douglas Eamont, Assistant Secretary of the Army; Meeting with Sen. Merkley and 
Sen. Wyden; Bernhardt reception. 

Wednesday 8/2: Sportsmen Roundtable; NEC Prineipals Meeting: Infrastrueture; Tentative 
uses Tour; 

Thursday 8/3: Meet and Greet with Chase Spano and Steve Armentrout; Remarks at 40th 
Anniversary Office of Surfaee Mining Control and Reelamation Act (SMCRA); Meeting with 
Tom Spoehr, Direetor, Center for National Defense, Heritage Foundation; Meeting with David 
Lasar 

Friday 8/4: office 
NEXT WEEK: 

The Seeretary will be on personal leave August 5-19 out of the eountry. (Greece and Turkey) 

Media TODAY 

(Sent Saturday) SECRETARY ZINKE OPENS UP CHARLES M. RUSSELL WILDLIFE 
REFUGE FOR EMERGENCY PRESCRIBED GRAZING 

Cattle to arrive on Refuge in eoming days 



JORDAN, MT - Today, U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke announced the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service will open the Charles M. Russell National Wildlife Refuge (CMR) for 
emergency grazing relief Allotments will be made immediately available for ranchers who lost 
grazing land in the Lodgepole Complex fires. 

"We have a saying that Montana is one small town with really long roads, and as a neighbor in 
that small town, the Department is dedicated to providing disaster relief and resources where 
possible," said Secretary Zi nk e. "When I talk about restoring trust between local communities 
and the federal government, and being a good neighbor, this is exactly what I mean. My staff and 
I heard from ranchers, equipment dealers, and other concerned citizens, and we all got to work. I 
applaud the quick work and flexibility of the team at the CMR for getting this done for the 
community." 

(Sent Saturday) SECRETARY ZINKE TO HOLD MEDIA AVAILABILITY IN 
BUNKERVILLE, NEVADA 

WASHINGTON - On Sunday, July 30, U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke will hold a 
media availability to discuss the ongoing National Monument review of both the Gold Butte and 
the Basin and Range National Monuments, in accordance with President Donald J. Trump's 
April 26, 2017 Executive Order 13792. 

Secretary Zinke is in the midst of a multi-day swing through the Western United States, which 
will conclude Sunday. To date, he has met with advocacy groups, state and local officials, and 
Tribal leaders. The Secretary will be meeting with federal representatives and their staff over the 
course of the trip as well. 

(Sent Friday) READOUT OF SECRETARY RYAN ZINKE’S TRIP TO THE WEST (DAY 
TWO) 

Secretary hikes with veterans, continues his meetings with Tribal leaders and local stakeholders 

LAS CRUCES, New Mexico - Eriday, U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke participated in 
Day Two of his five-day trip to the Western United States. Secretary Zinke began the day hiking 
with members of both the Vet Voice foundation, a veterans group, and the Sierra Club Military 
Outdoors; they traversed the Broad Canyon in New Mexico. 

AGENCY RELEASES 

National Park Service 

• July 31; Local NPS Release; NPS will announce another round of $ 1.189 million in 
American Battlefield Protection Grants (planning) to aid in the research, documentation, and/or 
interpretation of significant American battlefields. Releases will be done at the local level of 
NPS sites receiving funds. 

• July TBD; National NPS Release: NPS announcement of annual Rutgers report on NPS 
Federal Historic Preservation Tax Incentives Program economic impact. Tax credits 2016 
contributed $12.3 billion in output to the U.S. economy, added $6.2 billion in GDP. Historic 
preservation tax incentives encourage investments in historic preservation and revitalization of 
communities small and large across the country. 

• July TBD; Denali National Park and Preserve will release a draft Long Range 



Transportation Plan for 30 days of public review and eomment. The plan, developed over a three- 
year period, doeuments baseline eonditions, examines funding options, and will help inform 
project priority setting. The plan foeuses on the 90-mile-long park road and its importance to the 
visitor experienee and resource proteetion, as well as its uses by eoneessionaire and in-holder 
buses, and private and administrative vehieles. Portions of the road, initially eonstrueted nearly 
100 years ago, have been subjeet to temporary elosures in reeent years, in part beeause slopes 
have beeome more unstable due to warming permafrost and other faetors. Road use has 
inereased as overall park visitation has grown to nearly 600,000 people per year. 

• August 3; Congresswoman Stacey Plaskett will hold a public meeting with Regional 
Direetor Stan Austin in Saint John, Virgin Islands to update the eommunity on the administrative 
realignment of national park superintendents in the Caribbean to now report to the Caribbean 
parks group superintendent. 

U,S, Fish and Wildlife Service 

• July 31; National FWS Release: FWS release on proposal to expand hunting and fishing 
opportunities on 10 National Wildlife Refuges. 

• July 31 (tent.): Loeal FWS Release: FWS plans to announce it is seeking publie input to 
identify potential issues, eoncerns, impaets and alternatives to be eonsidered in development of 
either an Environmental Assessment or an Environmental Impact Statement for a proposed 
General Conservation Plan for oil and gas activities in Santa Barbara County, California. This 
aetion is not expeeted to be eontroversial. 

• July TBD: Local FWS Release: FWS and the State of Utah will issue a joint release 
regarding a court ruling putting the Utah Prairie Dog baek under ESA proteetions. 

• July TBD: FWSAJSGS If-Asked Only: USGS to release a report on the Speeies Status 
Assessment for the Lesser Prairie Chieken. The study was commissioned by FWS. 

• July TBD: National FWS Release: FWS will announce it has apportioned $50 million to 
state fish and wildlife ageneies for developing and implementing programs that benefit wildlife 
and their habitats. The funding is provided through the FWS’s State Wildlife Grants (SWG) 
program and is distributed through an apportionment formula in aeeordanee with the 
Appropriations Aet. 

• July TBD: FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a final rule establishing the 2017-18 
hunting seasons and bag limits for eertain migratory game birds to fulfill our responsibilities to 
the four international eonventions to protect and manage migratory game birds. A prepared 
statement will be provided on our website with a link to the proposed rule. 

• July TBD: FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a proposal to establish annual hunting 
regulations for eertain migratory game birds for the 2018-19 hunting season to fulfill our 
responsibilities to the four international eonventions to proteet and manage migratory game 
birds. A prepared statement will be provided on our website with a link to the proposed rule. 

Bureau of Land Management 

• July 31: Loeal BLM Release: BLM-NV will issue a Temporary Closure and Temporary 
Restrietions of Speeifie Uses on Publie Lands for the Burning Man event in Pershing County, 
NV, to begin set-up for the event which will begin on August 27. The closure will remain in 
plaee until September 20. The event entails the largest Special Recreation Permit managed by 
the BLM. 

• August 1-2: BLM-MT/Dakotas State Office will lead tribal site visits in Sidney to help 



determine if Federal land parcels that have been identified in the State of Montana’s Indemnity 
Selection application are suitable for conveyance to the State according to the Enabling Act of 
1889. Specifically, the site visits will inform determination of eligibility of the cultural sites in 
the area and assist in environmental assessment. The BLM has been coordinating with the State 
of Montana since 2015 to determine appropriate parcels to transfer to the State. Other 
participants include district employees and MT Department of Natural Resources. 

• August 2: The BLM-UT Moab Field Office intends to approve Dawson Geophysical Co.’s 
three-dimensional geophysical seismic survey project. The project is located 26 miles northwest 
of Moab and encompasses approximately 38,700 acres. Seismic surveys are used to determine 
the location and size of oil and gas reservoirs. The project is slated to begin in September. 

• August 2: BLM-WO staff will meet with an International Visitor Leadership Program 
group hosted by the University of Montana at Main Interior. The University has requested that 
Secretary Zinke greet the group. Timothy Fisher, BLM program management analyst from the 
National Conservation Landscape Program, will discuss the BLM’s multiple use mission and 
priority programs. 

• August 2: BLM-CA’s Bakersfield Assistant Lield Manager Becca Brooke/staff will meet 
with Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) to discuss the Federal Energy Regulation Commission 
(FERC) re-licensing process and study needs for the Kerckhoff hydroelectric project at 
Kerckhoff Dam, along the San Joaquin River, Eresno County, CA. PG&E is required to submit a 
Pre-Application for Development by November 2017 to begin a five-year re-licensing process. 
The 114-foot tall dam, built in 1920, is one of the primary features of the Kerckoff hydroelectric 
project. It has two powerhouses. It produces 579 million kilowatt hours of electricity a year. 

• August 3; Local BLM Release: BLM-NV’s Las Vegas Eield Office will hold a land sale 
under the Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act (SNPLMA) in Las Vegas. The BLM 
proposes to offer for competitive sale 81.25 acres of public land in 17 parcels. In accordance 
with the SNPLMA, sale funds are used for the development of parks, trails, and natural areas, 
capital improvements on Lederal lands, acquiring environmentally sensitive land, and Lake 
Tahoe restoration projects. 

U,S, Geological Survey 

□ August 1: Three Regional USGS-University Press Releases will go out to announce 
new host and consortium university partners for the Department of the Interior Alaska, 
Southeast, and Northwest Climate Adaptation Science Centers (managed by USGS). 

These hosting agreements are made between universities and the USGS, and the press 
releases are joint between these entities. 

• August 2: National USGS Release: USGS release regarding increased Salinity in U.S. 
Rivers that might degrade drinking water quality and water infrastructure. 

Bureau of Reclamation 

• August 1: Reclamation’s Albuquerque Area Office with the parties of the Taos Indian 
Water Rights Settlement will meet in Taos to discuss the latest progress on implementing the 
settlement. Each party will report out on its part of the project. There is significant local public 
and media interest and both are expected to attend. 

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

• August 2: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Notice to Stakeholders on the Notice of 



Availability (NOA) for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impaet Statement 
(SEIS). 

• August 2: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Notiee to Stakeholders on the Notiee of 
Availability for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement. 

• August 2: Eocal BOEM Release: Alaska Press Release on Draft EIS for Eiberty DPP. 

• August 2: Eocal BOEM Release: BOEM announces Gulf G&G PEIS, which is expected 
to publish in Federal Register on Aug. 4. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders on Information Transfer 
Meeting to be held in New Orleans August 22-24. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders to specific groups for 
educational outreach on the New National OCS Oil and Gas Eeasing Program inviting them to 
participate in an informational call. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders on the Notice of Availability 
for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement. 

• TBD: National BOEM Release: BOEM release on Marine Minerals Rule. The rule is 
finalized and in sumaming. 

Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement 

• August 1: National OSMRE Release: OSMRE expects to announce publication of 
notices of availability for draft Environmental Assessments and unsigned Finding of No 
Significant Impact prepared for a federal mining plan modification at the Bridger Mine in 
Wyoming. OSMRE will accept comments for 30 days. 

• August 3: National OSMRE Release: OSMRE celebrates 40th Anniversary Observance 
of the signing of the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977. OSMRE 
confirmed Secretary will appear as the keynote speaker. 

Land Buy-Back Program 

• July 31: National EBBP Release: EBBP will put out a release and related outreach 
announcing a new Eand Buy-Back Program strategy for addressing Ifactionation on Indian 
trust lands. 

CONGRESSIONAL 

August 3, 2017 

10:00am: Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee 

Hearing to examine federal and nonfederal collaboration, including through the use of 
technology, to reduce wildland fire risk to communities and enhance firefighting safety and 
effectiveness. 

Witness: Bryan Rice, Director, Office of Wildland Fire 

Political Appointee Update 

Two new appointees started today bringing DOI politicals on board = 52 
4 nominated awaiting confirmation. 

Nominees Combs, Berman, and Domenech - Senate Committee delayed their vote 
indefinitely. 

Nominee Joe Balash as Assistant Secretary for Eand and Minerals Management has been 
announced. 



Secretary Speaking Invitations 

Accepted 

7/27-31 National Monument Review Tour Nevada and New Mexieo 

8/1 - Deputy Secretary Swearing-In 

8/2 - (T) Seeretary to visit USGS (Reston, VA) 

8/2 - Sportsman Round table Aeeess Event hosted at DOI 

8/3 - DOI event - 40th Anniversary Office of Surface Mining Control and Reelamation Act 
8/5-20 Personal 

Outstanding Invitations in Proeess 

8/30 - West Virginia Chamber of Commeree Annual Meeting (White Sulphur Springs, WV) 
9/5 - National Association of State Park Directors and Annual Meeting (Missoula, Montana) 
9/10-13 - Annual Mtg of the Assoe of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (Snowbird, UT) 

9/12 Conference on Transportation Needs of National Parks and Publie Lands (DC) 

Open invite - Detroit Eeonomie Club 
9/28-30 - Council for National Policy 

Declining 

7/31-8/2 - FBI National Academy Associates Annual Training Conferenee (DC) 

8/2 - American Legion Northwest Regional Baseball Tournament's Opening Ceremony 
General Weleome (Missoula, MT) 

8/5 - Glaeier National Park Conservaney remarks at Annual Baekpacker's Ball 
(Whitefish/Kalispell) 

8/17 - Mineral Hill Conservation Project (Gardiner, MT) 

8/18 - Couneil of State Governments-West State and Federal Relations Committee (Tacoma, 
WA) 

8/21 - Gage County Tourism and Beatrice Chamber of Commeree (Beatriee, NE) 

Emergency Management 

On July 27, PCL Construetion inadvertently drove a steel casing into a Cape Hatteras Electrie 
Cooperative underground transmission cable while building the new Bonner Bridge at the 
Oregon Inlet in North Carolina. This eaused a loss of power for all of Hatteras Island and 
Oeracoke Island. Beeause of the power loss, loeal authorities issued a mandatory evaeuation 
order for all visitors until further notice, which includes the Cape Hatteras National Seashore 
and the Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge. The National Park Service reports Hatteras and 
Oeracoke islands closed for visitor entry. Areas north of the Oregon Inlet remain open, as they 
have not been impacted by the power outage. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service reports Pea 
Island National Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center, which is located on Hatteras Island, is closed. 
The refuge will remain open to birders, anglers, and other personnel involved in outdoor 
reereation. 

In California, the Detwiler Fire, loeated in Mariposa County (CAL FIRE), has burned 81,826 
(+276) acres and is 90 (+15)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-1 Incident 
Management Team (IMT) with 2,390 (-1,310) personnel, ineluding 19 (-83) DOI personnel. 
There are no (-30) residential structures threatened, and all evaeuation orders have been lifted. 
Full containment of the Detwiler Fire is expected on August 7. 



In Montana, the Lodgepole Complex Fire, located in Garfield County (BLM), has burned 
270,723 (+523) acres and is 93 (+13)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-2 IMT 
with 221 (-332) personnel, including 33 (-34) DOI personnel. There are 145 (no change) 
residential structures threatened and 50 (no change) evacuees. Six (+3) responder injuries have 
been reported. Demobilization is under way. Full containment is expected on August 2. 

In Nevada, the Mahogany Fire, located in Humboldt County (BLM), has burned 5,121 (no 
change) acres and is 99 (+54)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-2 IMT with 
111 (-200) personnel, including 37 (-28) DOI personnel. There are no (-50) residences 
threatened. Two (+2) responder injuries have been reported. Further perimeter growth is not 
expected. Full containment of this fire is expected on August 1. 

Outside Media of Interest 

Interior Chief Ends Nevada Trip For Monday Cabinet Meeting, 

The AP (7/30, RITTER, SONNER) reports that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke toured two 
national monuments in Nevada on Sunday and canceled plans for meetings Monday in the Las 
Vegas area in order to head back to Washington, D.C., for what he said will be a Cabinet 
meeting involving President Donald Trump’s top appointees.” Zinke toured the Gold Butte 
and Basin and Range national monuments, “but he didn’t say he’s made any decisions about 
whether to downsize the two monuments created last year by President Barack Obama before 
he left office.” Zinke said, “Monuments have been adjusted ...18 times before, Zinke said. “So 
I don’t think there’s too much question that a monument can be adjusted. Whether a 
monument can be rescinded or not, that is a question for the courts.” 

By Helicopter And On Horseback, Zinke Reviews Monuments. 

The AP (7/28, Lee) reports that “ranchers who want to scale back two national monuments in 
New Mexico competed for attention with the outdoor recreation industry as U.S. Interior 
Secretary Ryan Zinke conducted a series of private stakeholder meetings linked to a 
nationwide review of 27 monuments approved by past presidents.” Zinke “skipped a heavily 
attended public forum about the future of the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National 
Monument in southern New Mexico organized largely by monument supporters, amid a series 
of private meetings with ranchers, electric utility executives, irrigation district officials and 
some defenders of the monuments.” The article says that Zinke’s “tightly controlled visit, 
mostly away from the public’s eye, is stirring concern among business owners — from fishing 
guides to local homebuilders — who say they increasingly depend on the flow of tourists and 
outdoor enthusiasts to the monuments.” 

Montana Refuge Opened To Ranchers Who Lost Grass To Fires, 

The AP (7/29) reports that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is “opening the Charles M. 
Russell Wildlife Refuge to grazing for ranchers who lost rangeland in a large wildfire in 
eastern Montana.” Refuge manager Paul Santavy “says the fire left some ranchers with no 
rangeland for cattle to graze.” According to the article, “individual agreements will need to be 
negotiated, but refuge managers plan to allow ranchers to move cows onto the refuge and 
complete the paperwork later.” 


Zinke Denies Threats In Calls. 



The Albuquerque (NM) Journal (7/29, Oswald) reports that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke 
“said Saturday that there was no threat in his calls to Alaska’s two Republican U.S. senators 
last week after one of them broke ranks with the GOP on a health care vote.” Zinke dismissed 
speculation in the media that the calls were “threatening.” He said, “That’s ridiculous. ... 

Quite frankly, it’s laughable.” 

Federal Ranger To Testify In San Francisco Murder Trial. 

The AP (7/28, Thanawala) reports that “a federal agency has agreed to allow a ranger to 
testify at a trial over a fatal San Francisco shooting with the ranger’s gun that became a 
flashpoint in the national immigration debate, a judge in San Francisco said Friday.” 
According to the article, “the scope of the ranger’s testimony will be determined by the judge 
who presides over Juan Francisco Lopez Sanchez’s trial in the 2015 shooting of Kate Steinle, 
Judge Richard Loftus said.” Federal officials “had previously resisted efforts” to have Bureau 
of Land Management ranger John Woychowski “testify about his stolen gun, but Loftus said 
the parties reached an agreement to produce the ranger as a witness.” 

Energy Company Applies To Mine 4.1M Tons Of Coal In Colorado. 

The AP (7/28) reports that the Bureau of Land Management “has to decide if it will allow an 
energy company to mine up to 4.1 million more tons of coal in northwest Colorado.” Peabody 
Energy has “applied to lease 1 more square mile (2.6 square kilometers) of federal coal west 
of Steamboat Springs as part of an ongoing mining operation.” The BLM “says it will make 
the decision under the President Donald Trump administration’s energy policies.” 

Oil Group Fights Enviros’ Challenge To Offshore Drilling Order. 

Law360 (7/28, Phillis) reported that the API asked an Alaska federal court to dismiss a 
complaint filed by environmental organizations challenging President Trump’s executive 
order looking to review drilling in the Arctic and Atlantic, arguing it was brought in the wrong 
court. 

Federal Register Listings 

Items cleared for the FR on Friday. 

REG0007202 BOE Final Programmatic EIS for Geological & Geophysical Activities on the 
Gulf of Mexico Outer Continental Shelf. BOEM is announcing the availability of a Final 
Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for evaluating potential environmental 
effects of geological and geophysical (G&G) activities in Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) 
waters of the Gulf of Mexico. BOEM has a September 25, 2017, settlement agreement 
deadline for issuing a Record of Decision (ROD) based on the Final Programmatic EIS. 

Notice 07/28/2017. 

REG0007193 FWS 2017-2018 Refuge-Specific Hunting and Sport Fishing Regulations. This 
rulemaking will provide the annual update to the existing refuge-specific regulations. 

Proposed Rule 07/28/2017. 

WOLF TRAP 

Tickets in the Secretary’s box available. Please share with WH staff 



8-1-17 

Nashville in Concert 

8:00 PM 

8-2-17 

Punch Brothers 

8:00 PM 

8-3-17 

Blondie & Garbage 

7:30 PM 

8-4-17 

La La Land in Concert 

8:30 PM 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS - 
7/31/17 

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor 
Lori Mashburn, White House Liaison 

NOTE; The Secretary eancelled his monument tour in Nevada in order to return to DC for the 
Cabinet meeting. 

Status of the Secretary 

TODAY: The Secretary is in Washington, DC. 

Monday. July 3 L 2017 
Overnight travel to Washington, DC 
Cabinet Meeting. 

THIS WEEK: 

Tuesday 8/1: Swearing In David Bernhardt, Deputy Seeretary; meeting at the White House.; 
Meeting with Douglas Eamont, Assistant Secretary of the Army; Meeting with Sen. Merkley and 
Sen. Wyden; Bernhardt reception. 

Wednesday 8/2: Sportsmen Roundtable; NEC Prineipals Meeting: Infrastrueture; Tentative 
uses Tour; 

Thursday 8/3: Meet and Greet with Chase Spano and Steve Armentrout; Remarks at 40th 
Anniversary Office of Surfaee Mining Control and Reelamation Act (SMCRA); Meeting with 
Tom Spoehr, Direetor, Center for National Defense, Heritage Foundation; Meeting with David 
Lasar 

Friday 8/4: office 
NEXT WEEK: 

The Seeretary will be on personal leave August 5-19 out of the eountry. (Greece and Turkey) 

Media TODAY 

(Sent Saturday) SECRETARY ZINKE OPENS UP CHARLES M. RUSSELL WILDLIFE 
REFUGE FOR EMERGENCY PRESCRIBED GRAZING 

Cattle to arrive on Refuge in eoming days 



JORDAN, MT - Today, U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke announced the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service will open the Charles M. Russell National Wildlife Refuge (CMR) for 
emergency grazing relief Allotments will be made immediately available for ranchers who lost 
grazing land in the Lodgepole Complex fires. 

"We have a saying that Montana is one small town with really long roads, and as a neighbor in 
that small town, the Department is dedicated to providing disaster relief and resources where 
possible," said Secretary Zi nk e. "When I talk about restoring trust between local communities 
and the federal government, and being a good neighbor, this is exactly what I mean. My staff and 
I heard from ranchers, equipment dealers, and other concerned citizens, and we all got to work. I 
applaud the quick work and flexibility of the team at the CMR for getting this done for the 
community." 

(Sent Saturday) SECRETARY ZINKE TO HOLD MEDIA AVAILABILITY IN 
BUNKERVILLE, NEVADA 

WASHINGTON - On Sunday, July 30, U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke will hold a 
media availability to discuss the ongoing National Monument review of both the Gold Butte and 
the Basin and Range National Monuments, in accordance with President Donald J. Trump's 
April 26, 2017 Executive Order 13792. 

Secretary Zinke is in the midst of a multi-day swing through the Western United States, which 
will conclude Sunday. To date, he has met with advocacy groups, state and local officials, and 
Tribal leaders. The Secretary will be meeting with federal representatives and their staff over the 
course of the trip as well. 

(Sent Friday) READOUT OF SECRETARY RYAN ZINKE’S TRIP TO THE WEST (DAY 
TWO) 

Secretary hikes with veterans, continues his meetings with Tribal leaders and local stakeholders 

LAS CRUCES, New Mexico - Eriday, U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke participated in 
Day Two of his five-day trip to the Western United States. Secretary Zinke began the day hiking 
with members of both the Vet Voice foundation, a veterans group, and the Sierra Club Military 
Outdoors; they traversed the Broad Canyon in New Mexico. 

AGENCY RELEASES 

National Park Service 

• July 31; Local NPS Release; NPS will announce another round of $ 1.189 million in 
American Battlefield Protection Grants (planning) to aid in the research, documentation, and/or 
interpretation of significant American battlefields. Releases will be done at the local level of 
NPS sites receiving funds. 

• July TBD; National NPS Release: NPS announcement of annual Rutgers report on NPS 
Federal Historic Preservation Tax Incentives Program economic impact. Tax credits 2016 
contributed $12.3 billion in output to the U.S. economy, added $6.2 billion in GDP. Historic 
preservation tax incentives encourage investments in historic preservation and revitalization of 
communities small and large across the country. 

• July TBD; Denali National Park and Preserve will release a draft Long Range 



Transportation Plan for 30 days of public review and eomment. The plan, developed over a three- 
year period, doeuments baseline eonditions, examines funding options, and will help inform 
project priority setting. The plan foeuses on the 90-mile-long park road and its importance to the 
visitor experienee and resource proteetion, as well as its uses by eoneessionaire and in-holder 
buses, and private and administrative vehieles. Portions of the road, initially eonstrueted nearly 
100 years ago, have been subjeet to temporary elosures in reeent years, in part beeause slopes 
have beeome more unstable due to warming permafrost and other faetors. Road use has 
inereased as overall park visitation has grown to nearly 600,000 people per year. 

• August 3; Congresswoman Stacey Plaskett will hold a public meeting with Regional 
Direetor Stan Austin in Saint John, Virgin Islands to update the eommunity on the administrative 
realignment of national park superintendents in the Caribbean to now report to the Caribbean 
parks group superintendent. 

U,S, Fish and Wildlife Service 

• July 31; National FWS Release: FWS release on proposal to expand hunting and fishing 
opportunities on 10 National Wildlife Refuges. 

• July 31 (tent.): Loeal FWS Release: FWS plans to announce it is seeking publie input to 
identify potential issues, eoncerns, impaets and alternatives to be eonsidered in development of 
either an Environmental Assessment or an Environmental Impact Statement for a proposed 
General Conservation Plan for oil and gas activities in Santa Barbara County, California. This 
aetion is not expeeted to be eontroversial. 

• July TBD: Local FWS Release: FWS and the State of Utah will issue a joint release 
regarding a court ruling putting the Utah Prairie Dog baek under ESA proteetions. 

• July TBD: FWSAJSGS If-Asked Only: USGS to release a report on the Speeies Status 
Assessment for the Lesser Prairie Chieken. The study was commissioned by FWS. 

• July TBD: National FWS Release: FWS will announce it has apportioned $50 million to 
state fish and wildlife ageneies for developing and implementing programs that benefit wildlife 
and their habitats. The funding is provided through the FWS’s State Wildlife Grants (SWG) 
program and is distributed through an apportionment formula in aeeordanee with the 
Appropriations Aet. 

• July TBD: FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a final rule establishing the 2017-18 
hunting seasons and bag limits for eertain migratory game birds to fulfill our responsibilities to 
the four international eonventions to protect and manage migratory game birds. A prepared 
statement will be provided on our website with a link to the proposed rule. 

• July TBD: FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a proposal to establish annual hunting 
regulations for eertain migratory game birds for the 2018-19 hunting season to fulfill our 
responsibilities to the four international eonventions to proteet and manage migratory game 
birds. A prepared statement will be provided on our website with a link to the proposed rule. 

Bureau of Land Management 

• July 31: Loeal BLM Release: BLM-NV will issue a Temporary Closure and Temporary 
Restrietions of Speeifie Uses on Publie Lands for the Burning Man event in Pershing County, 
NV, to begin set-up for the event which will begin on August 27. The closure will remain in 
plaee until September 20. The event entails the largest Special Recreation Permit managed by 
the BLM. 

• August 1-2: BLM-MT/Dakotas State Office will lead tribal site visits in Sidney to help 



determine if Federal land parcels that have been identified in the State of Montana’s Indemnity 
Selection application are suitable for conveyance to the State according to the Enabling Act of 
1889. Specifically, the site visits will inform determination of eligibility of the cultural sites in 
the area and assist in environmental assessment. The BLM has been coordinating with the State 
of Montana since 2015 to determine appropriate parcels to transfer to the State. Other 
participants include district employees and MT Department of Natural Resources. 

• August 2: The BLM-UT Moab Field Office intends to approve Dawson Geophysical Co.’s 
three-dimensional geophysical seismic survey project. The project is located 26 miles northwest 
of Moab and encompasses approximately 38,700 acres. Seismic surveys are used to determine 
the location and size of oil and gas reservoirs. The project is slated to begin in September. 

• August 2: BLM-WO staff will meet with an International Visitor Leadership Program 
group hosted by the University of Montana at Main Interior. The University has requested that 
Secretary Zinke greet the group. Timothy Fisher, BLM program management analyst from the 
National Conservation Landscape Program, will discuss the BLM’s multiple use mission and 
priority programs. 

• August 2: BLM-CA’s Bakersfield Assistant Lield Manager Becca Brooke/staff will meet 
with Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) to discuss the Federal Energy Regulation Commission 
(FERC) re-licensing process and study needs for the Kerckhoff hydroelectric project at 
Kerckhoff Dam, along the San Joaquin River, Eresno County, CA. PG&E is required to submit a 
Pre-Application for Development by November 2017 to begin a five-year re-licensing process. 
The 114-foot tall dam, built in 1920, is one of the primary features of the Kerckoff hydroelectric 
project. It has two powerhouses. It produces 579 million kilowatt hours of electricity a year. 

• August 3; Local BLM Release: BLM-NV’s Las Vegas Eield Office will hold a land sale 
under the Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act (SNPLMA) in Las Vegas. The BLM 
proposes to offer for competitive sale 81.25 acres of public land in 17 parcels. In accordance 
with the SNPLMA, sale funds are used for the development of parks, trails, and natural areas, 
capital improvements on Lederal lands, acquiring environmentally sensitive land, and Lake 
Tahoe restoration projects. 

U,S, Geological Survey 

□ August 1: Three Regional USGS-University Press Releases will go out to announce 
new host and consortium university partners for the Department of the Interior Alaska, 
Southeast, and Northwest Climate Adaptation Science Centers (managed by USGS). 

These hosting agreements are made between universities and the USGS, and the press 
releases are joint between these entities. 

• August 2: National USGS Release: USGS release regarding increased Salinity in U.S. 
Rivers that might degrade drinking water quality and water infrastructure. 

Bureau of Reclamation 

• August 1: Reclamation’s Albuquerque Area Office with the parties of the Taos Indian 
Water Rights Settlement will meet in Taos to discuss the latest progress on implementing the 
settlement. Each party will report out on its part of the project. There is significant local public 
and media interest and both are expected to attend. 

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

• August 2: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Notice to Stakeholders on the Notice of 



Availability (NOA) for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impaet Statement 
(SEIS). 

• August 2: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Notiee to Stakeholders on the Notiee of 
Availability for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement. 

• August 2: Eocal BOEM Release: Alaska Press Release on Draft EIS for Eiberty DPP. 

• August 2: Eocal BOEM Release: BOEM announces Gulf G&G PEIS, which is expected 
to publish in Federal Register on Aug. 4. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders on Information Transfer 
Meeting to be held in New Orleans August 22-24. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders to specific groups for 
educational outreach on the New National OCS Oil and Gas Eeasing Program inviting them to 
participate in an informational call. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders on the Notice of Availability 
for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement. 

• TBD: National BOEM Release: BOEM release on Marine Minerals Rule. The rule is 
finalized and in sumaming. 

Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement 

• August 1: National OSMRE Release: OSMRE expects to announce publication of 
notices of availability for draft Environmental Assessments and unsigned Finding of No 
Significant Impact prepared for a federal mining plan modification at the Bridger Mine in 
Wyoming. OSMRE will accept comments for 30 days. 

• August 3: National OSMRE Release: OSMRE celebrates 40th Anniversary Observance 
of the signing of the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977. OSMRE 
confirmed Secretary will appear as the keynote speaker. 

Land Buy-Back Program 

• July 31: National EBBP Release: EBBP will put out a release and related outreach 
announcing a new Eand Buy-Back Program strategy for addressing Ifactionation on Indian 
trust lands. 

CONGRESSIONAL 

August 3, 2017 

10:00am: Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee 

Hearing to examine federal and nonfederal collaboration, including through the use of 
technology, to reduce wildland fire risk to communities and enhance firefighting safety and 
effectiveness. 

Witness: Bryan Rice, Director, Office of Wildland Fire 

Political Appointee Update 

Two new appointees started today bringing DOI politicals on board = 52 
4 nominated awaiting confirmation. 

Nominees Combs, Berman, and Domenech - Senate Committee delayed their vote 
indefinitely. 

Nominee Joe Balash as Assistant Secretary for Eand and Minerals Management has been 
announced. 



Secretary Speaking Invitations 

Accepted 

7/27-31 National Monument Review Tour Nevada and New Mexieo 

8/1 - Deputy Secretary Swearing-In 

8/2 - (T) Seeretary to visit USGS (Reston, VA) 

8/2 - Sportsman Round table Aeeess Event hosted at DOI 

8/3 - DOI event - 40th Anniversary Office of Surface Mining Control and Reelamation Act 
8/5-20 Personal 

Outstanding Invitations in Proeess 

8/30 - West Virginia Chamber of Commeree Annual Meeting (White Sulphur Springs, WV) 
9/5 - National Association of State Park Directors and Annual Meeting (Missoula, Montana) 
9/10-13 - Annual Mtg of the Assoe of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (Snowbird, UT) 

9/12 Conference on Transportation Needs of National Parks and Publie Lands (DC) 

Open invite - Detroit Eeonomie Club 
9/28-30 - Council for National Policy 

Declining 

7/31-8/2 - FBI National Academy Associates Annual Training Conferenee (DC) 

8/2 - American Legion Northwest Regional Baseball Tournament's Opening Ceremony 
General Weleome (Missoula, MT) 

8/5 - Glaeier National Park Conservaney remarks at Annual Baekpacker's Ball 
(Whitefish/Kalispell) 

8/17 - Mineral Hill Conservation Project (Gardiner, MT) 

8/18 - Couneil of State Governments-West State and Federal Relations Committee (Tacoma, 
WA) 

8/21 - Gage County Tourism and Beatrice Chamber of Commeree (Beatriee, NE) 

Emergency Management 

On July 27, PCL Construetion inadvertently drove a steel casing into a Cape Hatteras Electrie 
Cooperative underground transmission cable while building the new Bonner Bridge at the 
Oregon Inlet in North Carolina. This eaused a loss of power for all of Hatteras Island and 
Oeracoke Island. Beeause of the power loss, loeal authorities issued a mandatory evaeuation 
order for all visitors until further notice, which includes the Cape Hatteras National Seashore 
and the Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge. The National Park Service reports Hatteras and 
Oeracoke islands closed for visitor entry. Areas north of the Oregon Inlet remain open, as they 
have not been impacted by the power outage. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service reports Pea 
Island National Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center, which is located on Hatteras Island, is closed. 
The refuge will remain open to birders, anglers, and other personnel involved in outdoor 
reereation. 

In California, the Detwiler Fire, loeated in Mariposa County (CAL FIRE), has burned 81,826 
(+276) acres and is 90 (+15)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-1 Incident 
Management Team (IMT) with 2,390 (-1,310) personnel, ineluding 19 (-83) DOI personnel. 
There are no (-30) residential structures threatened, and all evaeuation orders have been lifted. 
Full containment of the Detwiler Fire is expected on August 7. 



In Montana, the Lodgepole Complex Fire, located in Garfield County (BLM), has burned 
270,723 (+523) acres and is 93 (+13)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-2 IMT 
with 221 (-332) personnel, including 33 (-34) DOI personnel. There are 145 (no change) 
residential structures threatened and 50 (no change) evacuees. Six (+3) responder injuries have 
been reported. Demobilization is under way. Full containment is expected on August 2. 

In Nevada, the Mahogany Fire, located in Humboldt County (BLM), has burned 5,121 (no 
change) acres and is 99 (+54)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-2 IMT with 
111 (-200) personnel, including 37 (-28) DOI personnel. There are no (-50) residences 
threatened. Two (+2) responder injuries have been reported. Further perimeter growth is not 
expected. Full containment of this fire is expected on August 1. 

Outside Media of Interest 

Interior Chief Ends Nevada Trip For Monday Cabinet Meeting, 

The AP (7/30, RITTER, SONNER) reports that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke toured two 
national monuments in Nevada on Sunday and canceled plans for meetings Monday in the Las 
Vegas area in order to head back to Washington, D.C., for what he said will be a Cabinet 
meeting involving President Donald Trump’s top appointees.” Zinke toured the Gold Butte 
and Basin and Range national monuments, “but he didn’t say he’s made any decisions about 
whether to downsize the two monuments created last year by President Barack Obama before 
he left office.” Zinke said, “Monuments have been adjusted ...18 times before, Zinke said. “So 
I don’t think there’s too much question that a monument can be adjusted. Whether a 
monument can be rescinded or not, that is a question for the courts.” 

By Helicopter And On Horseback, Zinke Reviews Monuments. 

The AP (7/28, Lee) reports that “ranchers who want to scale back two national monuments in 
New Mexico competed for attention with the outdoor recreation industry as U.S. Interior 
Secretary Ryan Zinke conducted a series of private stakeholder meetings linked to a 
nationwide review of 27 monuments approved by past presidents.” Zinke “skipped a heavily 
attended public forum about the future of the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National 
Monument in southern New Mexico organized largely by monument supporters, amid a series 
of private meetings with ranchers, electric utility executives, irrigation district officials and 
some defenders of the monuments.” The article says that Zinke’s “tightly controlled visit, 
mostly away from the public’s eye, is stirring concern among business owners — from fishing 
guides to local homebuilders — who say they increasingly depend on the flow of tourists and 
outdoor enthusiasts to the monuments.” 

Montana Refuge Opened To Ranchers Who Lost Grass To Fires, 

The AP (7/29) reports that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is “opening the Charles M. 
Russell Wildlife Refuge to grazing for ranchers who lost rangeland in a large wildfire in 
eastern Montana.” Refuge manager Paul Santavy “says the fire left some ranchers with no 
rangeland for cattle to graze.” According to the article, “individual agreements will need to be 
negotiated, but refuge managers plan to allow ranchers to move cows onto the refuge and 
complete the paperwork later.” 


Zinke Denies Threats In Calls. 



The Albuquerque (NM) Journal (7/29, Oswald) reports that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke 
“said Saturday that there was no threat in his calls to Alaska’s two Republican U.S. senators 
last week after one of them broke ranks with the GOP on a health care vote.” Zinke dismissed 
speculation in the media that the calls were “threatening.” He said, “That’s ridiculous. ... 

Quite frankly, it’s laughable.” 

Federal Ranger To Testify In San Francisco Murder Trial. 

The AP (7/28, Thanawala) reports that “a federal agency has agreed to allow a ranger to 
testify at a trial over a fatal San Francisco shooting with the ranger’s gun that became a 
flashpoint in the national immigration debate, a judge in San Francisco said Friday.” 
According to the article, “the scope of the ranger’s testimony will be determined by the judge 
who presides over Juan Francisco Lopez Sanchez’s trial in the 2015 shooting of Kate Steinle, 
Judge Richard Loftus said.” Federal officials “had previously resisted efforts” to have Bureau 
of Land Management ranger John Woychowski “testify about his stolen gun, but Loftus said 
the parties reached an agreement to produce the ranger as a witness.” 

Energy Company Applies To Mine 4.1M Tons Of Coal In Colorado. 

The AP (7/28) reports that the Bureau of Land Management “has to decide if it will allow an 
energy company to mine up to 4.1 million more tons of coal in northwest Colorado.” Peabody 
Energy has “applied to lease 1 more square mile (2.6 square kilometers) of federal coal west 
of Steamboat Springs as part of an ongoing mining operation.” The BLM “says it will make 
the decision under the President Donald Trump administration’s energy policies.” 

Oil Group Fights Enviros’ Challenge To Offshore Drilling Order. 

Law360 (7/28, Phillis) reported that the API asked an Alaska federal court to dismiss a 
complaint filed by environmental organizations challenging President Trump’s executive 
order looking to review drilling in the Arctic and Atlantic, arguing it was brought in the wrong 
court. 

Federal Register Listings 

Items cleared for the FR on Friday. 

REG0007202 BOE Final Programmatic EIS for Geological & Geophysical Activities on the 
Gulf of Mexico Outer Continental Shelf. BOEM is announcing the availability of a Final 
Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for evaluating potential environmental 
effects of geological and geophysical (G&G) activities in Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) 
waters of the Gulf of Mexico. BOEM has a September 25, 2017, settlement agreement 
deadline for issuing a Record of Decision (ROD) based on the Final Programmatic EIS. 

Notice 07/28/2017. 

REG0007193 FWS 2017-2018 Refuge-Specific Hunting and Sport Fishing Regulations. This 
rulemaking will provide the annual update to the existing refuge-specific regulations. 

Proposed Rule 07/28/2017. 

WOLF TRAP 

Tickets in the Secretary’s box available. Please share with WH staff 



8-1-17 

Nashville in Concert 

8:00 PM 

8-2-17 

Punch Brothers 

8:00 PM 

8-3-17 

Blondie & Garbage 

7:30 PM 

8-4-17 

La La Land in Concert 

8:30 PM 
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DEPARTMENT OE THE INTERIOR DAILY UPDATE EOR CABINET AEFAIRS - 
8/1/17 

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor 
Lori Mashburn, White House Liaison 

NOTE; David Bernhardt sworn in as Deputy Seeretary. 

Status of the Secretary 

TODAY; The Seeretary is in Washington, DC. 

Swearing In David Bernhardt, Deputy Seeretary. 

Meeting at the White House. Luneh with POTUS. 

Meeting with Douglas Lamont, Assistant Seeretary of the Army. 

Meeting with Sen. Merkley and Sen. Wyden. 

Bernhardt reeeption. 

Meeting with Sebastian Gorka. 

THIS WEEK; 

□ Wednesday 8/2: Sportsmen Roundtable; NEC Prineipals Meeting: Infrastrueture; 
Tentative USGS Tour; 

□ Thursday 8/3: Meet and Greet with Chase Spano and Steve Armentrout; Remarks at 
40th Anniversary Offiee of Surfaee Mining Control and Reelamation Aet (SMCRA); 
Meeting with Tom Spoehr, Direetor, Center for National Defense, Heritage Foundation; 
Meeting with David Easar 

□ Friday 8/4: offiee 

NEXT WEEK: 

The Seeretary will be on personal leave August 5-19 out of the eountry. (Greeee and Turkey) 

Media TODAY 

SECRETARY ZINKE SWEARS IN DAVID BERNHARDT AS DEPUTY SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON - This morning U.S. Seeretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke swore in David 
Bernhardt as the Deputy Seeretary of the Department of the Interior. It was witnessed by 
members of his family and DOI staff 



"I'm excited to have David Bernhardt here to help me lead the Department of the Interior," 
said Secretary Zinke. "His extensive experience serving under two secretaries of the Interior 
and his legal expertise is exactly what we need to make government work more efficiently and 
effectively and help us expand access to public lands while continuing to protect them for 
future generations." 


ZINKE APPLAUDS NOMINATION OF IDAHO'S RYAN NELSON TO SERVE AS 
INTERIOR SOLICITOR 

WASHINGTON - President Donald Trump announced today the nomination of Ryan Nelson 
of Idaho to serve as the Solicitor for the Department of the Interior. 

As Solicitor, Nelson will be the chief attorney for the United States Department of the Interior, 
principal legal adviser to the Secretary of the Interior, and will oversee 400 employees, 
including 300 attorneys. He will be assisted by several Deputy Solicitors, Associate Solicitors, 
and eight Regional Solicitors. 

“Ryan Nelson is coming to the Department of the Interior with a strong background in natural 
resources policy and law, stretching many years in both the public and private sector,” said 
U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke. “Having a seasoned legal expert like Ryan, who is 
also a son of the West, will benefit the entire Department. I look forward to his speedy 
confirmation by the Senate.” 

INTERIOR RELEASES $3 MILLION TO HELP DEFRAY IMPACTS OF MIGRANTS 
FROM FREELY ASSOCIATED STATES TO GUAM, HAWAII, THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS AND AMERICAN 
SAMOA: SUPPLEMENTS $30 MILLION PROVIDED PREVIOUSLY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. (August 1, 2017) - Interior Acting Assistant Secretary Nikolao Pula 
made available discretionary Compact impact funding in the amount of $3,000,000 for fiscal 
year 2017, as an additional Federal contribution toward defraying the costs that Guam, 

Hawaii, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI), and American Samoa 
bear due to the presence of migrants from the freely associated states (FAS) of the Federated 
States of Micronesia, the Republic of the Marshall Islands, and the Republic of Palau. Guam 
received $1,491,000, Hawaii $1,276,000, the CNMI $231,000, and American Samoa $2,000. 

(Last Night) INTERIOR SECRETARY ZINKE APPLAUDS MINE PROPOSAL TO 
CREATE JOBS IN VIRGINIA AND WEST VIRGINIA 

WASHINGTON - Today U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke applauded the initial 
construction of the Berwind Mine located on the border of West Virginia and Virginia. The 
developers, Ramaco Resources, expect the mine to initially create 50 good-paying jobs and 
employ roughly 200 coal miners when the mine reaches its projected production level. The 
Berwind Coal Reserve is estimated to contain about 72 million tons of clean recoverable 
metallurgical coal, which is critical for infrastructure and is used for steel, roads, bridges, and 
building construction. The Berwind Mine will produce about 800,000 tons per year and will 
create jobs in some of the hardest-hit areas of Appalachian region including McDowell 
County, West Virginia as well as Buchanan and Tazewell Counties in Virginia. 



Although the mine is on private land, the Department of the Interior, through the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Serviee, had a role in approving wildlife eonservation plans for two speeies of 
crayfish in conjunction with the State of West Virginia's Department of Environmental 
Protection. 

(Yesterday) INTERIOR ANNOUNCES REVISED STRATEGY, POLICIES TO MORE 
EFFECTIVELY REDUCE FRACTIONATION OF TRIBAL LANDS 

WASHINGTON - Following extensive analysis and feedback received from tribal leaders and 
American Indian landowners, the Department of the Interior today announced a revised 
strategy for the consolidation of fractional land interests through the Land Buy-Back Program 
for Tribal Nations (Program). The strategy, which will more effectively allocate the remaining 
Program funds to reduce the maximum amount of fractional interests, includes a revised 
schedule for implementation, as well as new opportunities for tribal governments to use the 
Program’s tools and systems to facilitate their own land consolidation initiatives. 

The Program implements the land consolidation component of the Cobell Settlement, which 
provided $1.9 billion to purchase fractional interests in trust or restricted land from willing 
sellers at fair market value. Interests consolidated through the Program are restored to tribal 
trust ownership. Since the Program began making offers in December 2013, about $1.2 billion 
has been paid to landowners at 45 locations, more than 700,000 fractional interests have been 
consolidated, and the equivalent of over 2.1 million acres of land has been transferred to tribal 
governments. As a result, tribal ownership now exceeds 50 percent in almost 14,000 tracts of 
land, which strengthens tribal sovereignty and self-determination, and allows for investments 
in tribal infrastructure and community projects. 

AGENCY RELEASES 

National Park Service 

• July TBD: National NPS Release: NPS announcement of annual Rutgers report on NPS 
Federal Historic Preservation Tax Incentives Program economic impact. Tax credits 2016 
contributed $12.3 billion in output to the U.S. economy, added $6.2 billion in GDP. Historic 
preservation tax incentives encourage investments in historic preservation and revitalization of 
communities small and large across the country. 

• July TBD: Denali National Park and Preserve will release a draft Long Range 
Transportation Plan for 30 days of public review and comment. The plan, developed over a 
three-year period, documents baseline conditions, examines funding options, and will help 
inform project priority setting. The plan focuses on the 90-mile-long park road and its 
importance to the visitor experience and resource protection, as well as its uses by 
concessionaire and in-holder buses, and private and administrative vehicles. Portions of the 
road, initially constructed nearly 100 years ago, have been subject to temporary closures in 
recent years, in part because slopes have become more unstable due to warming permafrost 
and other factors. Road use has increased as overall park visitation has grown to nearly 
600,000 people per year. 

• August 3: Congresswoman Stacey Plaskett will hold a public meeting with Regional 
Director Stan Austin in Saint John, Virgin Islands to update the community on the 
administrative realignment of national park superintendents in the Caribbean to now report to 
the Caribbean parks group superintendent. 



Bureau of Land Management 

• August 1-2: BLM-MT/Dakotas State Office will lead tribal site visits in Sidney to help 
determine if Federal land parcels that have been identified in the State of Montana’s 
Indemnity Selection application are suitable for conveyance to the State according to the 
Enabling Act of 1889. Specifically, the site visits will inform determination of eligibility of 
the cultural sites in the area and assist in environmental assessment. The BLM has been 
coordinating with the State of Montana since 2015 to determine appropriate parcels to transfer 
to the State. Other participants include district employees and MT Department of Natural 
Resources. 

• August 2: The BLM-UT Moab Field Office intends to approve Dawson Geophysical Co.’s 
three-dimensional geophysical seismic survey project. The project is located 26 miles 
northwest of Moab and encompasses approximately 38,700 acres. Seismic surveys are used to 
determine the location and size of oil and gas reservoirs. The project is slated to begin in 
September. 

• August 2: BLM-WO staff will meet with an International Visitor Leadership Program 
group hosted by the University of Montana at Main Interior. The University has requested 
that Secretary Zinke greet the group. Timothy Fisher, BLM program management analyst 
from the National Conservation Landscape Program, will discuss the BLM’s multiple use 
mission and priority programs. 

• August 2: BLM-CA’s Bakersfield Assistant Field Manager Becca Brooke/staff will meet 
with Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) to discuss the Federal Energy Regulation Commission 
(FERC) re-licensing process and study needs for the Kerckhoff hydroelectric project at 
Kerckhoff Dam, along the San Joaquin River, Fresno County, CA. PG&E is required to 
submit a Pre-Application for Development by November 2017 to begin a five-year re¬ 
licensing process. The 114-foot tall dam, built in 1920, is one of the primary features of the 
Kerckoff hydroelectric project. It has two powerhouses. It produces 579 million kilowatt hours 
of electricity a year. 

• August 3: Local BLM Release: BLM-NV’s Las Vegas Field Office will hold a land sale 
under the Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act (SNPLMA) in Las Vegas. The 
BLM proposes to offer for competitive sale 81.25 acres of public land in 17 parcels. In 
accordance with the SNPLMA, sale funds are used for the development of parks, trails, and 
natural areas, capital improvements on Federal lands, acquiring environmentally sensitive 
land, and Lake Tahoe restoration projects. 

U.S. Geological Survey 

□ August 1: Three Regional USGS-University Press Releases will go out to announce 
new host and consortium university partners for the Department of the Interior Alaska, 
Southeast, and Northwest Climate Adaptation Science Centers (managed by USGS). 

These hosting agreements are made between universities and the USGS, and the press 
releases are joint between these entities. 

• August 2: National USGS Release: USGS release regarding increased Salinity in U.S. 
Rivers that might degrade drinking water quality and water infrastructure. 

Bureau of Reclamation 

• August 1: Reclamation’s Albuquerque Area Office with the parties of the Taos Indian 



Water Rights Settlement will meet in Taos to diseuss the latest progress on implementing the 
settlement. Eaeh party will report out on its part of the projeet. There is signifieant loeal publie 
and media interest and both are expeeted to attend. 

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

• August 2: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Notiee to Stakeholders on the Notiee of 
Availability (NOA) for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impaet Statement 
(SEIS). 

• August 2: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Notiee to Stakeholders on the Notiee of 
Availability for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impaet Statement. 

• August 2: Eoeal BOEM Release: Alaska Press Release on Draft EIS for Eiberty DPP. 

• August 2: Eoeal BOEM Release: BOEM announees Gulf G&G PEIS, whieh is expeeted 
to publish in Federal Register on Aug. 4. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders on Information Transfer 
Meeting to be held in New Orleans August 22-24. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders to speeifie groups for 
edueational outreaeh on the New National OCS Oil and Gas Eeasing Program inviting them to 
partieipate in an informational eall. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders on the Notiee of Availability 
for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impaet Statement. 

• TBD: National BOEM Release: BOEM release on Marine Minerals Rule. The rule is 
finalized and in sumaming. 

Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement 

• August 1: National OSMRE Release: OSMRE expeets to announee publieation of 
notiees of availability for draft Environmental Assessments and unsigned Finding of No 
Signifieant Impaet prepared for a federal mining plan modifieation at the Bridger Mine in 
Wyoming. OSMRE will aeeept eomments for 30 days. 

• August 3: National OSMRE Release: OSMRE eelebrates 40th Anniversary Observanee 
of the signing of the Surfaee Mining Control and Reelamation Aet of 1977. OSMRE 
eonfirmed Seeretary will appear as the keynote speaker. 

CONGRESSIONAL 

August 3, 2017 

10:00am: Senate Energy and Natural Resourees Committee 

Hearing to examine federal and nonfederal eollaboration, ineluding through the use of 
teehnology, to reduee wildland fire risk to eommunities and enhanee firefighting safety and 
effeetiveness. 

Witness: Bryan Riee, Direetor, Offiee of Wildland Fire 

Political Appointee Update 

Two new appointees started today bringing DOI politieals on board = 53 
5 nominated awaiting eonfirmation: 

Nominees Combs, Berman, and Domeneeh - Senate Committee delayed their vote 
indefinitely. 

Nominee Joe Balash as Assistant Seeretary for Eand and Minerals Management has been 
announeed. 



Yesterday the White House announeed the nomination of Ryan Douglas Nelson of Idaho to be 
Solieitor of the Department of the Interior. 


Secretary Speaking Invitations 

Accepted 

8/1 - Deputy Secretary Swearing-In 

8/2 - (T) Secretary to visit USGS (Reston, VA) 

8/2 - Sportsman Round table Access Event hosted at DOI 

8/3 - DOI event - 40th Anniversary Office of Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act 
8/5-20 Personal 

Outstanding Invitations in Process 

8/30 - West Virginia Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting (White Sulphur Springs, WV) 
9/5 - National Association of State Park Directors and Annual Meeting (Missoula, Montana) 
9/10-13 - Annual Mtg of the Assoc of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (Snowbird, UT) 

9/12 Conference on Transportation Needs of National Parks and Public Lands (DC) 

Open invite - Detroit Economic Club 
9/28-30 - Council for National Policy 

Declining 

8/2 - American Legion Northwest Regional Baseball Tournament's Opening Ceremony 
General Welcome (Missoula, MT) 

8/5 - Glacier National Park Conservancy remarks at Annual Backpacker's Ball 
(Whitefish/Kalispell) 

8/17 - Mineral Hill Conservation Project (Gardiner, MT) 

8/18 - Council of State Govemments-West State and Federal Relations Committee (Tacoma, 
WA) 

8/21 - Gage County Tourism and Beatrice Chamber of Commerce (Beatrice, NE) 

Emergency Management 

In California, the Detwiler Fire, located in Mariposa County (CAL FIRE), has burned 81,826 
(no change) acres and is 90 (no change)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-1 
Incident Management Team (IMT) with 1,635 (-755) personnel, including 13 (-6) DOI 
personnel. Full containment of the Detwiler Fire is expected on August 7. 

Outside Media of Interest 

RYAN ZINKE, TRUMP’S COWBOY ENFORCER, IS READY FOR HIS CLOSEUP. 

GQ (7/31, Plott) published a profile on Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke, who the article calls “a 
big player in Donald Trump’s Washington.” According to the piece, “if Zinke’s track record is 
any indication, he has every intention of leveraging his new post on Team Trump into 
something much bigger.” However, Zinke “waved off questions about the White House.” He 
said, “I think the president is going to serve two terms.” And “if that does indeed happen, he 
knows it’ll be Pence’s turn afterward, and he’ll be supporting him.” 

Nevada Democrats Fault Interior Chief Over Canceled Meetings. 

The AP (7/31, Ritter) reports that “elected Democrats and an Indian tribal leader in Nevada 



criticized Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke on Monday for canceling meetings with advocates 
after his tour of two national monuments on a list of sites the Trump administration is 
considering cutting in size.” Chris Giunchigliani, a Clark County commissioner, “said during 
a demonstration at the Las Vegas offiees of several politieal advoeaey groups that she felt 
Nevada had been ‘disrespeeted.’” Also, Rep. Dina Titus “said she believed Zinke never 
wanted to meet with advoeates.” However, the Interior Department “fired baek with a 
statement ealling the erities’ elaims ‘patently false.’” A statement provided by Interior 
spokeswoman Heather Swift “said Zinke did all he eould after arriving in Nevada from New 
Mexieo over the weekend to tour the monuments and meet with people on Sunday.” 

Zinke: ‘Laughable’ To Suggest He Threatened Alaska Senators, 

The AP (7/31) reports Interior Seeretary Ryan Zinke responded to reports that he had 
threatened Sens. Lisa Murkowski (R-AK) and Dan Sullivan (R-AK), saying, “Ah, you know, 
the moon has been eharaeterized as other things, too. So, I think it’s laughable.” The artiele 
explains that “the Alaska Dispateh News reported last week that Zinke ealled Murkowski and 
Sullivan and said Murkowski’s vote against proeeeding to debate on legislation to overhaul 
the federal health eare law put Alaska’s future with the administration in jeopardy.” 

Zinke Applauds Berwind Mine Operation. 

West Virginia MetroNews (7/31, Jenkins) reports that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke “released 
a statement Monday remarking his approval of the “initial eonstruetion” of the Berwind eoal 
property.” Aeeording to the statement, “the site’s developers, Ramaeo Resourees, expeet the 
MeDowell County mine to ereate 50 ‘good-paying’ jobs and employ around 200 eoal miners 
when operations reaeh the projeeted produetion level.” The Berwind Mine will “produee 
800,000 tons of eoal a year and create jobs near the West Virginia-Virginia border.” Zinke 
said, “Under President Trump’s leadership, the Department of the Interior is dedieated to 
being a good partner with loeal eommunities. This administration is dedieated to streamlining 
permitting and approval proeesses, and empowering loeal employees to get work done on the 
front lines. The Berwind Mine is the first of many projeets that demonstrate the Trump 
Administration’s eommitment to eoal eountry and to good government.” 

0«&C Commissioners Met With Interior Secretary. 

The Coos Bay (OR) World (7/31, Harrell) reports that “while Interior Seeretary Ryan Zinke 
was in Oregon earlier last month, he met with O&C eounty commissioners to diseuss the 
expansion of the Caseade-Siskiyou National Monument and the loss of timber revenue.” The 
Assoeiation of O&C eounties “spoke out against the expansion, arguing it would further 
restriet logging on lands that provide revenue for the eash-strapped eounties.” Tim Freeman, 
President of the Assoeiation of O&C eounties, “said he was eneouraged that the Trump 
administration is interested in rural Oregon.” 

Montana Rep: Time To Retire The Ridiculous Designation Of Wilderness Study Areas. 

In an op-ed for the Fairfield (MT) Sun Times (7/31, Harris), Montana state Rep. Bill Harris 
urges Rep. Greg Gianforte and Sens. Steve Daines and Jon Tester to “retire the ridiculous 
designation of Wilderness Study Areas.” Harris argus that “the designation serves no purpose 
and has eontributed a great deal to” the reeent fire in Sandage Coulee. Harris thinks “the most 
effeetive way to make the ehanges needed is to flood Interior Seeretary Ryan Zinke with our 
coneerns. and urge a ehange in federal lands management.” 



Trump Administration Moves In New Direction With Cobell Buy-back Program. 

The Nation Sun News (7/31) reports that “with just $540 million left to spend, the Trump 
administration is ehanging course when it comes to the Land Buy-Back Program for Tribal 
Nations.” In an announcement on Monday, the Interior Department “dramatically cut back the 
number of reservations where landowners can expect to receive offers for their fractional 
interests.” According to the article, “instead of the 70 or so that were on the list toward the end 
of the Obama administration, only 20 remain on the implementation schedule.” Jim Cason, the 
Associate Deputy Secretary at Interior, said in the announcement, “The revised strategy 
announced today maximizes the remaining dollars left for the implementation of the Buy- 
Back Program and seeks to achieve the greatest reduction of fractional interests, the largest 
number possible of landowners able to participate, and the most effective use of the 
department’s resources.” 

Federal Register Listinos 

No items cleared for the FR on Monday. 

WOLF TRAP 

Tickets in the Secretary’s box available. Please share with WH staff. 


8-1-17 

Nashville in Concert 

8:00 PM 

8-2-17 

Punch Brothers 

8:00 PM 

8-3-17 

Blondie & Garbage 

7:30 PM 

8-4-17 

La La Land in Concert 

8:30 PM 


Doug Domenech 

Senior Advisor 

US Department of the Interior 
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DEPARTMENT OE THE INTERIOR DAILY UPDATE EOR CABINET AEFAIRS - 
8 / 1/17 

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor 
Lori Mashburn, White House Liaison 

NOTE; David Bernhardt sworn in as Deputy Seeretary. 

Status of the Secretary 

TODAY; The Seeretary is in Washington, DC. 

Swearing In David Bernhardt, Deputy Seeretary. 

Meeting at the White House. Luneh with POTUS. 

Meeting with Douglas Lamont, Assistant Seeretary of the Army. 

Meeting with Sen. Merkley and Sen. Wyden. 

Bernhardt reeeption. 

Meeting with Sebastian Gorka. 

THIS WEEK; 

□ Wednesday 8/2: Sportsmen Roundtable; NEC Prineipals Meeting: Infrastrueture; 
Tentative USGS Tour; 

□ Thursday 8/3: Meet and Greet with Chase Spano and Steve Armentrout; Remarks at 
40th Anniversary Offiee of Surfaee Mining Control and Reelamation Aet (SMCRA); 
Meeting with Tom Spoehr, Direetor, Center for National Defense, Heritage Foundation; 
Meeting with David Easar 

□ Friday 8/4: offiee 

NEXT WEEK: 

The Seeretary will be on personal leave August 5-19 out of the eountry. (Greeee and Turkey) 

Media TODAY 

SECRETARY ZINKE SWEARS IN DAVID BERNHARDT AS DEPUTY SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON - This morning U.S. Seeretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke swore in David 
Bernhardt as the Deputy Seeretary of the Department of the Interior. It was witnessed by 
members of his family and DOI staff 



"I'm excited to have David Bernhardt here to help me lead the Department of the Interior," 
said Secretary Zinke. "His extensive experience serving under two secretaries of the Interior 
and his legal expertise is exactly what we need to make government work more efficiently and 
effectively and help us expand access to public lands while continuing to protect them for 
future generations." 


ZINKE APPLAUDS NOMINATION OF IDAHO'S RYAN NELSON TO SERVE AS 
INTERIOR SOLICITOR 

WASHINGTON - President Donald Trump announced today the nomination of Ryan Nelson 
of Idaho to serve as the Solicitor for the Department of the Interior. 

As Solicitor, Nelson will be the chief attorney for the United States Department of the Interior, 
principal legal adviser to the Secretary of the Interior, and will oversee 400 employees, 
including 300 attorneys. He will be assisted by several Deputy Solicitors, Associate Solicitors, 
and eight Regional Solicitors. 

“Ryan Nelson is coming to the Department of the Interior with a strong background in natural 
resources policy and law, stretching many years in both the public and private sector,” said 
U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke. “Having a seasoned legal expert like Ryan, who is 
also a son of the West, will benefit the entire Department. I look forward to his speedy 
confirmation by the Senate.” 

INTERIOR RELEASES $3 MILLION TO HELP DEFRAY IMPACTS OF MIGRANTS 
FROM FREELY ASSOCIATED STATES TO GUAM, HAWAII, THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS AND AMERICAN 
SAMOA: SUPPLEMENTS $30 MILLION PROVIDED PREVIOUSLY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. (August 1, 2017) - Interior Acting Assistant Secretary Nikolao Pula 
made available discretionary Compact impact funding in the amount of $3,000,000 for fiscal 
year 2017, as an additional Federal contribution toward defraying the costs that Guam, 

Hawaii, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI), and American Samoa 
bear due to the presence of migrants from the freely associated states (FAS) of the Federated 
States of Micronesia, the Republic of the Marshall Islands, and the Republic of Palau. Guam 
received $1,491,000, Hawaii $1,276,000, the CNMI $231,000, and American Samoa $2,000. 

(Last Night) INTERIOR SECRETARY ZINKE APPLAUDS MINE PROPOSAL TO 
CREATE JOBS IN VIRGINIA AND WEST VIRGINIA 

WASHINGTON - Today U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke applauded the initial 
construction of the Berwind Mine located on the border of West Virginia and Virginia. The 
developers, Ramaco Resources, expect the mine to initially create 50 good-paying jobs and 
employ roughly 200 coal miners when the mine reaches its projected production level. The 
Berwind Coal Reserve is estimated to contain about 72 million tons of clean recoverable 
metallurgical coal, which is critical for infrastructure and is used for steel, roads, bridges, and 
building construction. The Berwind Mine will produce about 800,000 tons per year and will 
create jobs in some of the hardest-hit areas of Appalachian region including McDowell 
County, West Virginia as well as Buchanan and Tazewell Counties in Virginia. 



Although the mine is on private land, the Department of the Interior, through the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Serviee, had a role in approving wildlife eonservation plans for two speeies of 
crayfish in conjunction with the State of West Virginia's Department of Environmental 
Protection. 

(Yesterday) INTERIOR ANNOUNCES REVISED STRATEGY, POLICIES TO MORE 
EFFECTIVELY REDUCE FRACTIONATION OF TRIBAL LANDS 

WASHINGTON - Following extensive analysis and feedback received from tribal leaders and 
American Indian landowners, the Department of the Interior today announced a revised 
strategy for the consolidation of fractional land interests through the Land Buy-Back Program 
for Tribal Nations (Program). The strategy, which will more effectively allocate the remaining 
Program funds to reduce the maximum amount of fractional interests, includes a revised 
schedule for implementation, as well as new opportunities for tribal governments to use the 
Program’s tools and systems to facilitate their own land consolidation initiatives. 

The Program implements the land consolidation component of the Cobell Settlement, which 
provided $1.9 billion to purchase fractional interests in trust or restricted land from willing 
sellers at fair market value. Interests consolidated through the Program are restored to tribal 
trust ownership. Since the Program began making offers in December 2013, about $1.2 billion 
has been paid to landowners at 45 locations, more than 700,000 fractional interests have been 
consolidated, and the equivalent of over 2.1 million acres of land has been transferred to tribal 
governments. As a result, tribal ownership now exceeds 50 percent in almost 14,000 tracts of 
land, which strengthens tribal sovereignty and self-determination, and allows for investments 
in tribal infrastructure and community projects. 

AGENCY RELEASES 

National Park Service 

• July TBD: National NPS Release: NPS announcement of annual Rutgers report on NPS 
Federal Historic Preservation Tax Incentives Program economic impact. Tax credits 2016 
contributed $12.3 billion in output to the U.S. economy, added $6.2 billion in GDP. Historic 
preservation tax incentives encourage investments in historic preservation and revitalization of 
communities small and large across the country. 

• July TBD: Denali National Park and Preserve will release a draft Long Range 
Transportation Plan for 30 days of public review and comment. The plan, developed over a 
three-year period, documents baseline conditions, examines funding options, and will help 
inform project priority setting. The plan focuses on the 90-mile-long park road and its 
importance to the visitor experience and resource protection, as well as its uses by 
concessionaire and in-holder buses, and private and administrative vehicles. Portions of the 
road, initially constructed nearly 100 years ago, have been subject to temporary closures in 
recent years, in part because slopes have become more unstable due to warming permafrost 
and other factors. Road use has increased as overall park visitation has grown to nearly 
600,000 people per year. 

• August 3: Congresswoman Stacey Plaskett will hold a public meeting with Regional 
Director Stan Austin in Saint John, Virgin Islands to update the community on the 
administrative realignment of national park superintendents in the Caribbean to now report to 
the Caribbean parks group superintendent. 



Bureau of Land Management 

• August 1-2: BLM-MT/Dakotas State Office will lead tribal site visits in Sidney to help 
determine if Federal land parcels that have been identified in the State of Montana’s 
Indemnity Selection application are suitable for conveyance to the State according to the 
Enabling Act of 1889. Specifically, the site visits will inform determination of eligibility of 
the cultural sites in the area and assist in environmental assessment. The BLM has been 
coordinating with the State of Montana since 2015 to determine appropriate parcels to transfer 
to the State. Other participants include district employees and MT Department of Natural 
Resources. 

• August 2: The BLM-UT Moab Field Office intends to approve Dawson Geophysical Co.’s 
three-dimensional geophysical seismic survey project. The project is located 26 miles 
northwest of Moab and encompasses approximately 38,700 acres. Seismic surveys are used to 
determine the location and size of oil and gas reservoirs. The project is slated to begin in 
September. 

• August 2: BLM-WO staff will meet with an International Visitor Leadership Program 
group hosted by the University of Montana at Main Interior. The University has requested 
that Secretary Zinke greet the group. Timothy Fisher, BLM program management analyst 
from the National Conservation Landscape Program, will discuss the BLM’s multiple use 
mission and priority programs. 

• August 2: BLM-CA’s Bakersfield Assistant Field Manager Becca Brooke/staff will meet 
with Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) to discuss the Federal Energy Regulation Commission 
(FERC) re-licensing process and study needs for the Kerckhoff hydroelectric project at 
Kerckhoff Dam, along the San Joaquin River, Fresno County, CA. PG&E is required to 
submit a Pre-Application for Development by November 2017 to begin a five-year re¬ 
licensing process. The 114-foot tall dam, built in 1920, is one of the primary features of the 
Kerckoff hydroelectric project. It has two powerhouses. It produces 579 million kilowatt hours 
of electricity a year. 

• August 3: Local BLM Release: BLM-NV’s Las Vegas Field Office will hold a land sale 
under the Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act (SNPLMA) in Las Vegas. The 
BLM proposes to offer for competitive sale 81.25 acres of public land in 17 parcels. In 
accordance with the SNPLMA, sale funds are used for the development of parks, trails, and 
natural areas, capital improvements on Federal lands, acquiring environmentally sensitive 
land, and Lake Tahoe restoration projects. 

U.S. Geological Survey 

□ August 1: Three Regional USGS-University Press Releases will go out to announce 
new host and consortium university partners for the Department of the Interior Alaska, 
Southeast, and Northwest Climate Adaptation Science Centers (managed by USGS). 

These hosting agreements are made between universities and the USGS, and the press 
releases are joint between these entities. 

• August 2: National USGS Release: USGS release regarding increased Salinity in U.S. 
Rivers that might degrade drinking water quality and water infrastructure. 

Bureau of Reclamation 

• August 1: Reclamation’s Albuquerque Area Office with the parties of the Taos Indian 



Water Rights Settlement will meet in Taos to diseuss the latest progress on implementing the 
settlement. Eaeh party will report out on its part of the projeet. There is signifieant loeal publie 
and media interest and both are expeeted to attend. 

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

• August 2: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Notiee to Stakeholders on the Notiee of 
Availability (NOA) for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impaet Statement 
(SEIS). 

• August 2: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Notiee to Stakeholders on the Notiee of 
Availability for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impaet Statement. 

• August 2: Eoeal BOEM Release: Alaska Press Release on Draft EIS for Eiberty DPP. 

• August 2: Eoeal BOEM Release: BOEM announees Gulf G&G PEIS, whieh is expeeted 
to publish in Federal Register on Aug. 4. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders on Information Transfer 
Meeting to be held in New Orleans August 22-24. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders to speeifie groups for 
edueational outreaeh on the New National OCS Oil and Gas Eeasing Program inviting them to 
partieipate in an informational eall. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders on the Notiee of Availability 
for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impaet Statement. 

• TBD: National BOEM Release: BOEM release on Marine Minerals Rule. The rule is 
finalized and in sumaming. 

Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement 

• August 1: National OSMRE Release: OSMRE expeets to announee publieation of 
notiees of availability for draft Environmental Assessments and unsigned Finding of No 
Signifieant Impaet prepared for a federal mining plan modifieation at the Bridger Mine in 
Wyoming. OSMRE will aeeept eomments for 30 days. 

• August 3: National OSMRE Release: OSMRE eelebrates 40th Anniversary Observanee 
of the signing of the Surfaee Mining Control and Reelamation Aet of 1977. OSMRE 
eonfirmed Seeretary will appear as the keynote speaker. 

CONGRESSIONAL 

August 3, 2017 

10:00am: Senate Energy and Natural Resourees Committee 

Hearing to examine federal and nonfederal eollaboration, ineluding through the use of 
teehnology, to reduee wildland fire risk to eommunities and enhanee firefighting safety and 
effeetiveness. 

Witness: Bryan Riee, Direetor, Offiee of Wildland Fire 

Political Appointee Update 

Two new appointees started today bringing DOI politieals on board = 53 
5 nominated awaiting eonfirmation: 

Nominees Combs, Berman, and Domeneeh - Senate Committee delayed their vote 
indefinitely. 

Nominee Joe Balash as Assistant Seeretary for Eand and Minerals Management has been 
announeed. 



Yesterday the White House announeed the nomination of Ryan Douglas Nelson of Idaho to be 
Solieitor of the Department of the Interior. 


Secretary Speaking Invitations 

Accepted 

8/1 - Deputy Secretary Swearing-In 

8/2 - (T) Secretary to visit USGS (Reston, VA) 

8/2 - Sportsman Round table Access Event hosted at DOI 

8/3 - DOI event - 40th Anniversary Office of Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act 
8/5-20 Personal 

Outstanding Invitations in Process 

8/30 - West Virginia Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting (White Sulphur Springs, WV) 
9/5 - National Association of State Park Directors and Annual Meeting (Missoula, Montana) 
9/10-13 - Annual Mtg of the Assoc of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (Snowbird, UT) 

9/12 Conference on Transportation Needs of National Parks and Public Lands (DC) 

Open invite - Detroit Economic Club 
9/28-30 - Council for National Policy 

Declining 

8/2 - American Legion Northwest Regional Baseball Tournament's Opening Ceremony 
General Welcome (Missoula, MT) 

8/5 - Glacier National Park Conservancy remarks at Annual Backpacker's Ball 
(Whitefish/Kalispell) 

8/17 - Mineral Hill Conservation Project (Gardiner, MT) 

8/18 - Council of State Govemments-West State and Federal Relations Committee (Tacoma, 
WA) 

8/21 - Gage County Tourism and Beatrice Chamber of Commerce (Beatrice, NE) 

Emergency Management 

In California, the Detwiler Fire, located in Mariposa County (CAL FIRE), has burned 81,826 
(no change) acres and is 90 (no change)-percent contained. The fire is managed by a Type-1 
Incident Management Team (IMT) with 1,635 (-755) personnel, including 13 (-6) DOI 
personnel. Full containment of the Detwiler Fire is expected on August 7. 

Outside Media of Interest 

RYAN ZINKE, TRUMP’S COWBOY ENFORCER, IS READY FOR HIS CLOSEUP. 

GQ (7/31, Plott) published a profile on Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke, who the article calls “a 
big player in Donald Trump’s Washington.” According to the piece, “if Zinke’s track record is 
any indication, he has every intention of leveraging his new post on Team Trump into 
something much bigger.” However, Zinke “waved off questions about the White House.” He 
said, “I think the president is going to serve two terms.” And “if that does indeed happen, he 
knows it’ll be Pence’s turn afterward, and he’ll be supporting him.” 

Nevada Democrats Fault Interior Chief Over Canceled Meetings. 

The AP (7/31, Ritter) reports that “elected Democrats and an Indian tribal leader in Nevada 



criticized Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke on Monday for canceling meetings with advocates 
after his tour of two national monuments on a list of sites the Trump administration is 
considering cutting in size.” Chris Giunchigliani, a Clark County commissioner, “said during 
a demonstration at the Las Vegas offiees of several politieal advoeaey groups that she felt 
Nevada had been ‘disrespeeted.’” Also, Rep. Dina Titus “said she believed Zinke never 
wanted to meet with advoeates.” However, the Interior Department “fired baek with a 
statement ealling the erities’ elaims ‘patently false.’” A statement provided by Interior 
spokeswoman Heather Swift “said Zinke did all he eould after arriving in Nevada from New 
Mexieo over the weekend to tour the monuments and meet with people on Sunday.” 

Zinke: ‘Laughable’ To Suggest He Threatened Alaska Senators, 

The AP (7/31) reports Interior Seeretary Ryan Zinke responded to reports that he had 
threatened Sens. Lisa Murkowski (R-AK) and Dan Sullivan (R-AK), saying, “Ah, you know, 
the moon has been eharaeterized as other things, too. So, I think it’s laughable.” The artiele 
explains that “the Alaska Dispateh News reported last week that Zinke ealled Murkowski and 
Sullivan and said Murkowski’s vote against proeeeding to debate on legislation to overhaul 
the federal health eare law put Alaska’s future with the administration in jeopardy.” 

Zinke Applauds Berwind Mine Operation. 

West Virginia MetroNews (7/31, Jenkins) reports that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke “released 
a statement Monday remarking his approval of the “initial eonstruetion” of the Berwind eoal 
property.” Aeeording to the statement, “the site’s developers, Ramaeo Resourees, expeet the 
MeDowell County mine to ereate 50 ‘good-paying’ jobs and employ around 200 eoal miners 
when operations reaeh the projeeted produetion level.” The Berwind Mine will “produee 
800,000 tons of eoal a year and create jobs near the West Virginia-Virginia border.” Zinke 
said, “Under President Trump’s leadership, the Department of the Interior is dedieated to 
being a good partner with loeal eommunities. This administration is dedieated to streamlining 
permitting and approval proeesses, and empowering loeal employees to get work done on the 
front lines. The Berwind Mine is the first of many projeets that demonstrate the Trump 
Administration’s eommitment to eoal eountry and to good government.” 

0«&C Commissioners Met With Interior Secretary. 

The Coos Bay (OR) World (7/31, Harrell) reports that “while Interior Seeretary Ryan Zinke 
was in Oregon earlier last month, he met with O&C eounty commissioners to diseuss the 
expansion of the Caseade-Siskiyou National Monument and the loss of timber revenue.” The 
Assoeiation of O&C eounties “spoke out against the expansion, arguing it would further 
restriet logging on lands that provide revenue for the eash-strapped eounties.” Tim Freeman, 
President of the Assoeiation of O&C eounties, “said he was eneouraged that the Trump 
administration is interested in rural Oregon.” 

Montana Rep: Time To Retire The Ridiculous Designation Of Wilderness Study Areas. 

In an op-ed for the Fairfield (MT) Sun Times (7/31, Harris), Montana state Rep. Bill Harris 
urges Rep. Greg Gianforte and Sens. Steve Daines and Jon Tester to “retire the ridiculous 
designation of Wilderness Study Areas.” Harris argus that “the designation serves no purpose 
and has eontributed a great deal to” the reeent fire in Sandage Coulee. Harris thinks “the most 
effeetive way to make the ehanges needed is to flood Interior Seeretary Ryan Zinke with our 
coneerns. and urge a ehange in federal lands management.” 



Trump Administration Moves In New Direction With Cobell Buy-back Program. 

The Nation Sun News (7/31) reports that “with just $540 million left to spend, the Trump 
administration is ehanging course when it comes to the Land Buy-Back Program for Tribal 
Nations.” In an announcement on Monday, the Interior Department “dramatically cut back the 
number of reservations where landowners can expect to receive offers for their fractional 
interests.” According to the article, “instead of the 70 or so that were on the list toward the end 
of the Obama administration, only 20 remain on the implementation schedule.” Jim Cason, the 
Associate Deputy Secretary at Interior, said in the announcement, “The revised strategy 
announced today maximizes the remaining dollars left for the implementation of the Buy- 
Back Program and seeks to achieve the greatest reduction of fractional interests, the largest 
number possible of landowners able to participate, and the most effective use of the 
department’s resources.” 

Federal Register Listinos 

No items cleared for the FR on Monday. 

WOLF TRAP 

Tickets in the Secretary’s box available. Please share with WH staff. 


8-1-17 

Nashville in Concert 

8:00 PM 

8-2-17 

Punch Brothers 

8:00 PM 

8-3-17 

Blondie & Garbage 

7:30 PM 

8-4-17 

La La Land in Concert 

8:30 PM 


Doug Domenech 

Senior Advisor 
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DEPARTMENT OE THE INTERIOR DAILY UPDATE EOR CABINET AEFAIRS - 
8 / 2/17 

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor 
Lori Mashburn, White House Liaison 

Status of the Secretary 

TODAY: The Seeretary is in Washington, DC. 

Address Sportsmen Roundtable. 

Attend NEC Prineipals Meeting on Infrastrueture. 

Call with Senator Alexander. 

Attend Sportsmens Reeeption. 

THIS WEEK: 

Thursday 8/3: Meet and Greet with Chase Spano and Steve Armentrout; Remarks at 40th 
Anniversary Offiee of Surfaee Mining Control and Reelamation Aet (SMCRA); Meeting with 
Tom Spoehr, Direetor, Center for National Defense, Heritage Foundation; Meeting with David 
Lasar 

Friday 8/4: offiee 
NEXT WEEK: 

The Seeretary will be on personal leave August 5-19 out of the eountry. (Greeee and Turkey) 

Media TODAY 


(Planning) Announcing the Upper Missouri Breaks National Monument is no longer under 
review and the Secretary will recommend no modifications 


AGENCY REEEASES 

National Park Service 

• August 3: Congresswoman Staeey Plaskett will hold a publie meeting with Regional 
Direetor Stan Austin in Saint John, Virgin Islands to update the eommunity on the administrative 
realignment of national park superintendents in the Caribbean to now report to the Caribbean 



parks group superintendent. 


Bureau of Land Management 

• August 2: The BLM-UT Moab Field Offiee intends to approve Dawson Geophysieal Co.’s 
three-dimensional geophysieal seismie survey projeet. The projeet is loeated 26 miles northwest 
of Moab and eneompasses approximately 38,700 aeres. Seismie surveys are used to determine 
the loeation and size of oil and gas reservoirs. The projeet is slated to begin in September. 

• August 2: BLM-WO staff will meet with an International Visitor Leadership Program 
group hosted by the University of Montana at Main Interior. The University has requested that 
Seeretary Zinke greet the group. Timothy Fisher, BLM program management analyst from the 
National Conservation Landseape Program, will diseuss the BLM’s multiple use mission and 
priority programs. 

• August 2: BLM-CA’s Bakersfield Assistant Field Manager Beeea Brooke/staff will meet 
with Paeifie Gas and Eleetrie (PG&E) to diseuss the Federal Energy Regulation Commission 
(FERC) re-lieensing proeess and study needs for the Kerekhoff hydroeleetrie projeet at 
Kerekhoff Dam, along the San Joaquin River, Eresno County, CA. PG&E is required to submit a 
Pre-Applieation for Development by November 2017 to begin a five-year re-lieensing proeess. 
The 114-foot tall dam, built in 1920, is one of the primary features of the Kerekoff hydroeleetrie 
projeet. It has two powerhouses. It produces 579 million kilowatt hours of electricity a year. 

• August 3: Eocal BEM Release: BLM-NV’s Eas Vegas Eield Office will hold a land sale 
under the Southern Nevada Public Eand Management Act (SNPEMA) in Las Vegas. The BLM 
proposes to offer for competitive sale 81.25 acres of public land in 17 parcels. In accordance 
with the SNPLMA, sale funds are used for the development of parks, trails, and natural areas, 
capital improvements on Eederal lands, acquiring environmentally sensitive land, and Lake 
Tahoe restoration projects. 

U,S. Geological Survey 

• August 2: National USGS Release: USGS release regarding increased Salinity in U.S. 
Rivers that might degrade drinking water quality and water infrastructure. 

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

• August 2: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Notice to Stakeholders on the Notice of 
Availability (NOA) for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement 
(SEIS). 

• August 2: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Notice to Stakeholders on the Notice of 
Availability for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement. 

• August 2: Eocal BOEM Release: Alaska Press Release on Draft EIS for Eiberty DPP. 

• August 2: Eocal BOEM Release: BOEM announces Gulf G&G PEIS, which is expected to 
publish in Federal Register on Aug. 4. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders on Information Transfer Meeting 
to be held in New Orleans August 22-24. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders to specific groups for educational 
outreach on the New National OCS Oil and Gas Eeasing Program inviting them to participate in 
an informational call. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders on the Notice of Availability for 
the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement. 



• TBD: National BOEM Release: BOEM release on Marine Minerals Rule. The rule is 
finalized and in sumaming. 

Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement 

• August 3: National OSMRE Release: OSMRE eelebrates 40th Anniversary Observanee of 
the signing of the Surfaee Mining Control and Reelamation Aet of 1977. OSMRE eonfirmed 
Seeretary will appear as the keynote speaker. 

CONGRESSIONAL 

August 3, 2017 

10:00am: Senate Energy and Natural Resourees Committee 

Hearing to examine federal and nonfederal eollaboration, ineluding through the use of 
teehnology, to reduee wildland fire risk to eommunities and enhanee firefighting safety and 
effeetiveness. 

Witness: Bryan Riee, Direetor, Offiee of Wildland Fire 

Political Appointee Update 

Two new appointees started today bringing DOI politieals on board = 53 
5 nominated awaiting eonfirmation: 

Nominees Combs, Berman, and Domeneeh - Senate Committee delayed their vote indefinitely. 
Nominee Joe Balash as Assistant Seeretary for Eand and Minerals Management has been 
announeed. 

Nominee Ryan Douglas Nelson of Idaho to be Solieitor of the Department of the Interior. 

Secretary Speaking Invitations 

Accepted 

8/2 - (T) Secretary to visit USGS (Reston, VA) 

8/2 - Sportsman Round table Access Event hosted at DOI 

8/3 - DOI event - 40th Anniversary Office of Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act 
8/5-20 Personal 

Outstanding Invitations in Process 

8/30 - West Virginia Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting (White Sulphur Springs, WV) 

9/5 - National Association of State Park Directors and Annual Meeting (Missoula, Montana) 
9/10-13 - Annual Mtg of the Assoc of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (Snowbird, UT) 

9/12 Conference on Transportation Needs of National Parks and Public Eands (DC) 

Open invite - Detroit Economic Club 
9/28-30 - Council for National Policy 

Declining 

8/2 - American Eegion Northwest Regional Baseball Tournament's Opening Ceremony General 
Welcome (Missoula, MT) 

8/5 - Glacier National Park Conservancy remarks at Annual Backpacker's Ball 
(Whitefish/Kalispell) 

8/17 - Mineral Hill Conservation Project (Gardiner, MT) 

8/18 - Council of State Govemments-West State and Federal Relations Committee (Tacoma, 
WA) 



8/21 - Gage County Tourism and Beatrice Chamber of Commerce (Beatrice, NE) 


Emeroencv Management 

In Montana, the Liberty Fire, located on the Flathead Reservation (BIA), began on July 15 and 
has burned 2,523 (+23) acres. The fire is 0-percent contained and managed by a Type-1 Incident 
Management Team (IMT) with 195 (+74) personnel, including 112 (-9) DOI personnel. An 
evacuation order has been issued for the Finley Creek and Placid Lake areas. Full containment is 
expected on September 25. 

In Oregon, the Spruce Lake Fire began on July 29 in Crater Lake National Park (NPS) and has 
burned 1,200 acres. The fire is 5-percent contained and managed by a Type-2 IMT with 118 
personnel assigned, including 19 DOI personnel. One responder injury has been reported. 
Significant perimeter growth is expected, which could eventually threaten the Park's Visitor 
Center, the Crater Lake community, habitat of the northern spotted owl, and sensitive aquatic, 
plant, and animal species. Full containment is expected on August 14. 

Outside Media of Interest 

David Bernhardt Is Sworn Into Post As Deputy Interior Secretary. 

The Denver Post (8/1, Paul) reports that David Bernhardt was “sworn in to office Tuesday 
morning as deputy secretary of the Interior Department following his contentious nomination to 
the position.” Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke tweeted in a picture showing Bernhardt being sworn 
in: “Exciting day! Dave is a seasoned Interior veteran and will be a huge asset.” 

Trump Names Ex-DOJ, Sidley Austin Attorney As DOI Solicitor, 

Law360 (8/1, Phillis) reports that President Trump “said on Monday he intended to nominate a 
former associate at Sidley Austin LLP with experience working in all three branches of 
government who currently serves as general counsel to a major wellness shopping company to 
be solicitor at the Department of the Interior.” Ryan Douglas Nelson, “who is based in Idaho 
Falls, Idaho, currently serves as general counsel for Melaleuca Inc., where he oversees the 
company’s consumer and policy departments managing compliance and litigation issues, among 
other tasks.” 

Trump’s Interior Secretary May Be The Key To Opening Yucca Mountain. 

The Daily Caller (8/1, Follett) reports that a decision by Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke “to shrink 
two Nevada national monuments could remove a significant hurdle to storing nuclear waste at 
Yucca Mountain, experts say.” Some nuclear energy experts believe “one reason former 
President Barack Obama designated” the Basin and Range National Monument “in 2015 was to 
block any chance of Yucca Mountain being used to store spent nuclear fuel.” 

Amid Monument Review, A Pro-energy Interior Emerges. 

The High Country (CO) News (8/1, Wiles) reports that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke’s review of 
national monuments “comes as he continues to fill his department with pro-industry officials and 
amid a broader push at the Interior Department for increased energy development on public 
lands—something monument designations can work against.” According to the article, “a new 
report released Tuesday describes an Interior Department now mainly led by employees from 
extractive-industry backgrounds, marking clear priorities for Zinke that do not bode well for 
greater public land protections.” The report, issued by the Western Values Project, “a 
progressive organization, shows close ties between high-ranking staffers and industry.” 



Gray Wolves Just Won Another Battle To Stay On The Endangered Species List. 

The Washington Post (8/1, Fears) reports that the US Court of Appeals for the DC Cireuit on 
Tuesday ruled against the Interior Department’s deeision “to strip proteetions” from regional 
populations of gray wolves and to “allow states to openly hunt them,” instead upholding a lower 
eourt’s deeision that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serviee has the authority to group Great Lakes 
region gray wolves but not to remove them from the endangered speeies list “without 
eonsidering the move’s impaet on the entire species of gray wolves in their range.” 

Homeland Security To Bypass Environmental Laws In Border Wall Work, 

The New York Times (8/1, Nixon) reports that DHS said Tuesday “that it would use its authority 
to exempt the agency from having to comply with environmental and other laws in its efforts to 
build border walls and access roads in the San Diego area.” DHS spokesman David Lapan “said 
the waiver would also apply to replacement fencing and roads the agency plans to build in the 
San Diego area.” Breitbart (8/1, Price) reports that DHS said it “has the authority to waive these 
requirements under laws passed by Congress to enable securing the border with Mexico.” The 
Washington Times (8/1, Dinan) reports that the Bush Administration “repeatedly used the 
waivers during the last major round of fence-building from 2005 to 2008.” 

CNN (8/1, Kopan, Marsh, Wallace) reports DHS’s decision “clears an important hurdle to 
construction of the wall, and signals an approach the administration could take in the future 
when it seeks to build additional sections of wall or fence.” CNN adds that the “15-mile stretch 
identified in the waiver also includes 14 miles of replacement secondary fencing, for which 
Customs and Border Protection has requested funding from Congress.” Despite issues a waiver 
to some environmental laws and regulations, DHS said it “remains committed to environmental 
stewardship with respect to these projects.” Similar coverage is provided by NPR (8/1), Fox 
News (8/1, Pappas), the Wall Street Journal (8/1, Carlton), The Hill (8/1, Cama), and the Daily 
Caller (8/1). 

Scientists Turn To Big Data In Hunt For Minerals, Oil And Gas, 

Reuters (8/1, Doyle) reports that “scientists searching for everything from oil and gas to copper 
and gold are adopting techniques used by companies such as Netflix or Amazon to sift through 
vast amounts of data, a study showed on Tuesday.” In the journal American Mineralogist, they 
wrote that “the method has already helped to discover 10 carbon-bearing minerals and could be 
widely applied to exploration.” Gilpin Robinson, of the U.S. Geological Survey, “who was not 
involved in the study, said the USGS had started to collaborate with the big data project.” He 
said, “The use of large data sets and analytical tools is very important in our studies of mineral 
and energy resources.” 

Federal Register Listings 

Items cleared for the FR on Tuesday. 

REG0007217 BIA Land Acquisitions; The Cherokee Nation. This notice announces that former 
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary—Indian Affairs made a final agency determination to 
acquire 45.92 acres of land into trust for the Cherokee Nation for gaming and other purposes on 
January 19, 2017. Notice 08/01/2017. 



REG0007224 BLM Call for Nominations and Comments for the National Petroleum Reserve in 
Alaska Oil and Gas Lease Sale. BLM Alaska is issuing a eall for nominations and comments on 
all unleased tracts within the National Petroleum Reserve in Alaska as the first step for the next 
oil and gas lease sale for the reserve. Notice 08/01/2017. 

REG0007222 BOR Central Valley Project Improvement Act Refuge Water Management Plans. 
BOR announces the availability of Refuge Water Management Plans for 13 entities in 
California. BOR requests public comments for 30 days on its preliminary determination that 
each Plan meets the applicable "Criteria for Developing Refuge Water Management Plans" 
under the Central Valley Project Improvement Act of 1992 (CVPIA). Notice 08/01/2017. 

REG0007191 LWS Draft Supplement to Environmental Impact Statement, Amendment to 
Habitat Conservation Plan for Eorest Management in Montana, and Application for Amended 
Incidental Take Permit. Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation has 
proposed to add 81,416 acres to an existing Habitat Conservation Plan. The Service's draft SEIS 
analyzes effects specific to the current set of lands proposed to be added to the HCP and take 
authorization to be added to the proposed amended permit. Notice 08/01/2017. 

REG0007225 FWS Migratory Bird Hunting; Approval of Corrosion-Inhibited Copper Shot as 
Nontoxic for Waterfowl Hunting. The Service proposes to approve Corrosion-Inhibited Copper 
(CIC) shot for hunting waterfowl and coots. FWS concluded that the shot is unlikely to 
adversely affect fish, wildlife, or their habitats. Proposed Rule 08/01/2017. 

REG0007195 NPS Notice of Inventory Completion - University of Pennsylvania Museum of 
Archaeology and Anthropology, Philadelphia, PA N2816. This is a Notice pursuant to the Native 
American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) of the completion of an inventory 
of human remains under the control of the University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology 
and Anthropology in Philadelphia. The remains were removed from a site in Knox County, 
Tennessee, prior to February 1837. Notice 08/01/2017. 

REG0007196 NPS Notice of Inventory Completion - U.S. Department of Defense, Army Corps 
of Engineers, Nashville District, Nashville, TN N2775. This is a Notice pursuant to the Native 
American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) of the completion of an inventory 
of human remains and associated funerary objects under the control of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Nashville District, in Nashville, Tennessee. The remains and objects were removed 
from Lyon County, Kentucky, in the 1950s and 1960s. Notice 08/01/2017. 

REG0007212 NPS Notice of Inventory Completion - Tennessee Department of Environment and 
Conservation, Division of Archaeology, Nashville, TN N2770. This is a Notice pursuant to the 
Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) of the completion of an 
inventory of human remains and associated funerary objects under the control of the Termessee 
Department of Environment and Conservation, Division of Archaeology, in Nashville, 

Tennessee. The remains and objects were removed from the Hiwassee Old Town site, a Native 
American site in Polk County, Tennessee, in 1986 and 1987. Notice 08/01/2017. 


REG0007213 NPS Notice of Inventory Completion - DOI-NPS-BIA, Washington, DC; and 



University of Nevada, Reno, Anthropology Researeh Museum, Reno, NV N2820. This is a 
Notice pursuant to the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) of 
the completion of an inventory of human remains and associated funerary objects under the 
control of the U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs, in Washington, DC, and 
in the physical custody of the University of Nevada, Reno, Anthropology Research Museum in 
Reno, Nevada. The remains and objects were removed from sites in Washoe County, Nevada, in 
1968 and 1972. Notice 08/01/2017. 

REG0007223 USGS Announcement of U.S. Geological Survey's National Geospatial Program 
3D Elevation Program FY17 Informational Training Webinars USGS will provide 3D 
Elevation Program training webinars to prospective applicants. Notice 08/01/2017. 
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DEPARTMENT OE THE INTERIOR DAILY UPDATE EOR CABINET AEFAIRS - 
8 / 2/17 

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor 
Lori Mashburn, White House Liaison 

Status of the Secretary 

TODAY: The Seeretary is in Washington, DC. 

Address Sportsmen Roundtable. 

Attend NEC Prineipals Meeting on Infrastrueture. 

Call with Senator Alexander. 

Attend Sportsmens Reeeption. 

THIS WEEK: 

Thursday 8/3: Meet and Greet with Chase Spano and Steve Armentrout; Remarks at 40th 
Anniversary Offiee of Surfaee Mining Control and Reelamation Aet (SMCRA); Meeting with 
Tom Spoehr, Direetor, Center for National Defense, Heritage Foundation; Meeting with David 
Lasar 

Friday 8/4: offiee 
NEXT WEEK: 

The Seeretary will be on personal leave August 5-19 out of the eountry. (Greeee and Turkey) 

Media TODAY 


(Planning) Announcing the Upper Missouri Breaks National Monument is no longer under 
review and the Secretary will recommend no modifications 


AGENCY REEEASES 

National Park Service 

• August 3: Congresswoman Staeey Plaskett will hold a publie meeting with Regional 
Direetor Stan Austin in Saint John, Virgin Islands to update the eommunity on the administrative 
realignment of national park superintendents in the Caribbean to now report to the Caribbean 



parks group superintendent. 


Bureau of Land Management 

• August 2: The BLM-UT Moab Field Offiee intends to approve Dawson Geophysieal Co.’s 
three-dimensional geophysieal seismie survey projeet. The projeet is loeated 26 miles northwest 
of Moab and eneompasses approximately 38,700 aeres. Seismie surveys are used to determine 
the loeation and size of oil and gas reservoirs. The projeet is slated to begin in September. 

• August 2: BLM-WO staff will meet with an International Visitor Leadership Program 
group hosted by the University of Montana at Main Interior. The University has requested that 
Seeretary Zinke greet the group. Timothy Fisher, BLM program management analyst from the 
National Conservation Landseape Program, will diseuss the BLM’s multiple use mission and 
priority programs. 

• August 2: BLM-CA’s Bakersfield Assistant Field Manager Beeea Brooke/staff will meet 
with Paeifie Gas and Eleetrie (PG&E) to diseuss the Federal Energy Regulation Commission 
(FERC) re-lieensing proeess and study needs for the Kerekhoff hydroeleetrie projeet at 
Kerekhoff Dam, along the San Joaquin River, Eresno County, CA. PG&E is required to submit a 
Pre-Applieation for Development by November 2017 to begin a five-year re-lieensing proeess. 
The 114-foot tall dam, built in 1920, is one of the primary features of the Kerekoff hydroeleetrie 
projeet. It has two powerhouses. It produces 579 million kilowatt hours of electricity a year. 

• August 3: Eocal BEM Release: BLM-NV’s Eas Vegas Eield Office will hold a land sale 
under the Southern Nevada Public Eand Management Act (SNPEMA) in Las Vegas. The BLM 
proposes to offer for competitive sale 81.25 acres of public land in 17 parcels. In accordance 
with the SNPLMA, sale funds are used for the development of parks, trails, and natural areas, 
capital improvements on Eederal lands, acquiring environmentally sensitive land, and Lake 
Tahoe restoration projects. 

U,S. Geological Survey 

• August 2: National USGS Release: USGS release regarding increased Salinity in U.S. 
Rivers that might degrade drinking water quality and water infrastructure. 

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

• August 2: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Notice to Stakeholders on the Notice of 
Availability (NOA) for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement 
(SEIS). 

• August 2: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Notice to Stakeholders on the Notice of 
Availability for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement. 

• August 2: Eocal BOEM Release: Alaska Press Release on Draft EIS for Eiberty DPP. 

• August 2: Eocal BOEM Release: BOEM announces Gulf G&G PEIS, which is expected to 
publish in Federal Register on Aug. 4. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders on Information Transfer Meeting 
to be held in New Orleans August 22-24. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders to specific groups for educational 
outreach on the New National OCS Oil and Gas Eeasing Program inviting them to participate in 
an informational call. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders on the Notice of Availability for 
the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement. 



• TBD: National BOEM Release: BOEM release on Marine Minerals Rule. The rule is 
finalized and in sumaming. 

Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement 

• August 3: National OSMRE Release: OSMRE eelebrates 40th Anniversary Observanee of 
the signing of the Surfaee Mining Control and Reelamation Aet of 1977. OSMRE eonfirmed 
Seeretary will appear as the keynote speaker. 

CONGRESSIONAL 

August 3, 2017 

10:00am: Senate Energy and Natural Resourees Committee 

Hearing to examine federal and nonfederal eollaboration, ineluding through the use of 
teehnology, to reduee wildland fire risk to eommunities and enhanee firefighting safety and 
effeetiveness. 

Witness: Bryan Riee, Direetor, Offiee of Wildland Fire 

Political Appointee Update 

Two new appointees started today bringing DOI politieals on board = 53 
5 nominated awaiting eonfirmation: 

Nominees Combs, Berman, and Domeneeh - Senate Committee delayed their vote indefinitely. 
Nominee Joe Balash as Assistant Seeretary for Eand and Minerals Management has been 
announeed. 

Nominee Ryan Douglas Nelson of Idaho to be Solieitor of the Department of the Interior. 

Secretary Speaking Invitations 

Accepted 

8/2 - (T) Secretary to visit USGS (Reston, VA) 

8/2 - Sportsman Round table Access Event hosted at DOI 

8/3 - DOI event - 40th Anniversary Office of Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act 
8/5-20 Personal 

Outstanding Invitations in Process 

8/30 - West Virginia Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting (White Sulphur Springs, WV) 

9/5 - National Association of State Park Directors and Annual Meeting (Missoula, Montana) 
9/10-13 - Annual Mtg of the Assoc of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (Snowbird, UT) 

9/12 Conference on Transportation Needs of National Parks and Public Eands (DC) 

Open invite - Detroit Economic Club 
9/28-30 - Council for National Policy 

Declining 

8/2 - American Eegion Northwest Regional Baseball Tournament's Opening Ceremony General 
Welcome (Missoula, MT) 

8/5 - Glacier National Park Conservancy remarks at Annual Backpacker's Ball 
(Whitefish/Kalispell) 

8/17 - Mineral Hill Conservation Project (Gardiner, MT) 

8/18 - Council of State Govemments-West State and Federal Relations Committee (Tacoma, 
WA) 



8/21 - Gage County Tourism and Beatrice Chamber of Commerce (Beatrice, NE) 


Emeroencv Management 

In Montana, the Liberty Fire, located on the Flathead Reservation (BIA), began on July 15 and 
has burned 2,523 (+23) acres. The fire is 0-percent contained and managed by a Type-1 Incident 
Management Team (IMT) with 195 (+74) personnel, including 112 (-9) DOI personnel. An 
evacuation order has been issued for the Finley Creek and Placid Lake areas. Full containment is 
expected on September 25. 

In Oregon, the Spruce Lake Fire began on July 29 in Crater Lake National Park (NPS) and has 
burned 1,200 acres. The fire is 5-percent contained and managed by a Type-2 IMT with 118 
personnel assigned, including 19 DOI personnel. One responder injury has been reported. 
Significant perimeter growth is expected, which could eventually threaten the Park's Visitor 
Center, the Crater Lake community, habitat of the northern spotted owl, and sensitive aquatic, 
plant, and animal species. Full containment is expected on August 14. 

Outside Media of Interest 

David Bernhardt Is Sworn Into Post As Deputy Interior Secretary. 

The Denver Post (8/1, Paul) reports that David Bernhardt was “sworn in to office Tuesday 
morning as deputy secretary of the Interior Department following his contentious nomination to 
the position.” Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke tweeted in a picture showing Bernhardt being sworn 
in: “Exciting day! Dave is a seasoned Interior veteran and will be a huge asset.” 

Trump Names Ex-DOJ, Sidley Austin Attorney As DOI Solicitor, 

Law360 (8/1, Phillis) reports that President Trump “said on Monday he intended to nominate a 
former associate at Sidley Austin LLP with experience working in all three branches of 
government who currently serves as general counsel to a major wellness shopping company to 
be solicitor at the Department of the Interior.” Ryan Douglas Nelson, “who is based in Idaho 
Falls, Idaho, currently serves as general counsel for Melaleuca Inc., where he oversees the 
company’s consumer and policy departments managing compliance and litigation issues, among 
other tasks.” 

Trump’s Interior Secretary May Be The Key To Opening Yucca Mountain. 

The Daily Caller (8/1, Follett) reports that a decision by Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke “to shrink 
two Nevada national monuments could remove a significant hurdle to storing nuclear waste at 
Yucca Mountain, experts say.” Some nuclear energy experts believe “one reason former 
President Barack Obama designated” the Basin and Range National Monument “in 2015 was to 
block any chance of Yucca Mountain being used to store spent nuclear fuel.” 

Amid Monument Review, A Pro-energy Interior Emerges. 

The High Country (CO) News (8/1, Wiles) reports that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke’s review of 
national monuments “comes as he continues to fill his department with pro-industry officials and 
amid a broader push at the Interior Department for increased energy development on public 
lands—something monument designations can work against.” According to the article, “a new 
report released Tuesday describes an Interior Department now mainly led by employees from 
extractive-industry backgrounds, marking clear priorities for Zinke that do not bode well for 
greater public land protections.” The report, issued by the Western Values Project, “a 
progressive organization, shows close ties between high-ranking staffers and industry.” 



Gray Wolves Just Won Another Battle To Stay On The Endangered Species List. 

The Washington Post (8/1, Fears) reports that the US Court of Appeals for the DC Cireuit on 
Tuesday ruled against the Interior Department’s deeision “to strip proteetions” from regional 
populations of gray wolves and to “allow states to openly hunt them,” instead upholding a lower 
eourt’s deeision that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serviee has the authority to group Great Lakes 
region gray wolves but not to remove them from the endangered speeies list “without 
eonsidering the move’s impaet on the entire species of gray wolves in their range.” 

Homeland Security To Bypass Environmental Laws In Border Wall Work, 

The New York Times (8/1, Nixon) reports that DHS said Tuesday “that it would use its authority 
to exempt the agency from having to comply with environmental and other laws in its efforts to 
build border walls and access roads in the San Diego area.” DHS spokesman David Lapan “said 
the waiver would also apply to replacement fencing and roads the agency plans to build in the 
San Diego area.” Breitbart (8/1, Price) reports that DHS said it “has the authority to waive these 
requirements under laws passed by Congress to enable securing the border with Mexico.” The 
Washington Times (8/1, Dinan) reports that the Bush Administration “repeatedly used the 
waivers during the last major round of fence-building from 2005 to 2008.” 

CNN (8/1, Kopan, Marsh, Wallace) reports DHS’s decision “clears an important hurdle to 
construction of the wall, and signals an approach the administration could take in the future 
when it seeks to build additional sections of wall or fence.” CNN adds that the “15-mile stretch 
identified in the waiver also includes 14 miles of replacement secondary fencing, for which 
Customs and Border Protection has requested funding from Congress.” Despite issues a waiver 
to some environmental laws and regulations, DHS said it “remains committed to environmental 
stewardship with respect to these projects.” Similar coverage is provided by NPR (8/1), Fox 
News (8/1, Pappas), the Wall Street Journal (8/1, Carlton), The Hill (8/1, Cama), and the Daily 
Caller (8/1). 

Scientists Turn To Big Data In Hunt For Minerals, Oil And Gas, 

Reuters (8/1, Doyle) reports that “scientists searching for everything from oil and gas to copper 
and gold are adopting techniques used by companies such as Netflix or Amazon to sift through 
vast amounts of data, a study showed on Tuesday.” In the journal American Mineralogist, they 
wrote that “the method has already helped to discover 10 carbon-bearing minerals and could be 
widely applied to exploration.” Gilpin Robinson, of the U.S. Geological Survey, “who was not 
involved in the study, said the USGS had started to collaborate with the big data project.” He 
said, “The use of large data sets and analytical tools is very important in our studies of mineral 
and energy resources.” 

Federal Register Listings 

Items cleared for the FR on Tuesday. 

REG0007217 BIA Land Acquisitions; The Cherokee Nation. This notice announces that former 
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary—Indian Affairs made a final agency determination to 
acquire 45.92 acres of land into trust for the Cherokee Nation for gaming and other purposes on 
January 19, 2017. Notice 08/01/2017. 



REG0007224 BLM Call for Nominations and Comments for the National Petroleum Reserve in 
Alaska Oil and Gas Lease Sale. BLM Alaska is issuing a eall for nominations and comments on 
all unleased tracts within the National Petroleum Reserve in Alaska as the first step for the next 
oil and gas lease sale for the reserve. Notice 08/01/2017. 

REG0007222 BOR Central Valley Project Improvement Act Refuge Water Management Plans. 
BOR announces the availability of Refuge Water Management Plans for 13 entities in 
California. BOR requests public comments for 30 days on its preliminary determination that 
each Plan meets the applicable "Criteria for Developing Refuge Water Management Plans" 
under the Central Valley Project Improvement Act of 1992 (CVPIA). Notice 08/01/2017. 

REG0007191 LWS Draft Supplement to Environmental Impact Statement, Amendment to 
Habitat Conservation Plan for Eorest Management in Montana, and Application for Amended 
Incidental Take Permit. Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation has 
proposed to add 81,416 acres to an existing Habitat Conservation Plan. The Service's draft SEIS 
analyzes effects specific to the current set of lands proposed to be added to the HCP and take 
authorization to be added to the proposed amended permit. Notice 08/01/2017. 

REG0007225 FWS Migratory Bird Hunting; Approval of Corrosion-Inhibited Copper Shot as 
Nontoxic for Waterfowl Hunting. The Service proposes to approve Corrosion-Inhibited Copper 
(CIC) shot for hunting waterfowl and coots. FWS concluded that the shot is unlikely to 
adversely affect fish, wildlife, or their habitats. Proposed Rule 08/01/2017. 

REG0007195 NPS Notice of Inventory Completion - University of Pennsylvania Museum of 
Archaeology and Anthropology, Philadelphia, PA N2816. This is a Notice pursuant to the Native 
American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) of the completion of an inventory 
of human remains under the control of the University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology 
and Anthropology in Philadelphia. The remains were removed from a site in Knox County, 
Tennessee, prior to February 1837. Notice 08/01/2017. 

REG0007196 NPS Notice of Inventory Completion - U.S. Department of Defense, Army Corps 
of Engineers, Nashville District, Nashville, TN N2775. This is a Notice pursuant to the Native 
American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) of the completion of an inventory 
of human remains and associated funerary objects under the control of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Nashville District, in Nashville, Tennessee. The remains and objects were removed 
from Lyon County, Kentucky, in the 1950s and 1960s. Notice 08/01/2017. 

REG0007212 NPS Notice of Inventory Completion - Tennessee Department of Environment and 
Conservation, Division of Archaeology, Nashville, TN N2770. This is a Notice pursuant to the 
Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) of the completion of an 
inventory of human remains and associated funerary objects under the control of the Termessee 
Department of Environment and Conservation, Division of Archaeology, in Nashville, 

Tennessee. The remains and objects were removed from the Hiwassee Old Town site, a Native 
American site in Polk County, Tennessee, in 1986 and 1987. Notice 08/01/2017. 


REG0007213 NPS Notice of Inventory Completion - DOI-NPS-BIA, Washington, DC; and 



University of Nevada, Reno, Anthropology Researeh Museum, Reno, NV N2820. This is a 
Notice pursuant to the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) of 
the completion of an inventory of human remains and associated funerary objects under the 
control of the U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs, in Washington, DC, and 
in the physical custody of the University of Nevada, Reno, Anthropology Research Museum in 
Reno, Nevada. The remains and objects were removed from sites in Washoe County, Nevada, in 
1968 and 1972. Notice 08/01/2017. 

REG0007223 USGS Announcement of U.S. Geological Survey's National Geospatial Program 
3D Elevation Program FY17 Informational Training Webinars USGS will provide 3D 
Elevation Program training webinars to prospective applicants. Notice 08/01/2017. 
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DEPARTMENT OE THE INTERIOR DAILY UPDATE EOR CABINET AEFAIRS - 
8/3/17 

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor 
Lori Mashbum, White House Liaison 

NOTE: Today the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee to voted out of Committee 
all three DOI nominees. 

Status of the Secretary 

TODAY: The Secretary is in Washington, DC. 

Meet and Greet with Chase Spano and Steve Armentrout. 

NSC White House Meeting 

Meeting with Tom Spoehr, Director, Center for National Defense, Heritage Foundation. 

Meeting with Meeting with David Eesar, John Eesar and Casey Malmquist. 

THIS WEEK: 

Friday 8/4: office; FEMA event with the President. 

NEXT WEEK: 

The Secretary will be on personal leave August 5-19 out of the country. (Greece and Turkey) 

Status of the Deputy Secretary 

Remarks at 40th Anniversary Office of Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act (SMCRA). 

Media TODAY 

(Yesterday) SECRETARY ZINKE RECOMMENDS NO MODIFICATIONS TO UPPER 
MISSOURI RIVER BREAKS NATIONAL MONUMENT 

WASHINGTON - Today, U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke announced Montana’s 
Upper Missouri River Breaks National Monument is no longer under review and that he will 
recommend to the President that no modifications be made to the monument. The monument 
was under review in accordance with President Donald J. Trump’s April 26, 2017 executive 
order. 

“Today I’m announcing the review of the Upper Missouri River Breaks National Monument has 
concluded and I am recommending to the President that no changes be made to the monument,” 
said Secretary Ryan Zinke. “The monument is one of the only free-flowing areas of the Missouri 
that remains as Lewis and Clark saw it more than 200 years ago." 


SECRETARY ZINKE EXPANDS HUNTING AND FISHING OPPORTUNITIES AT 10 
NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGES 

(WASHINGTON) In his latest effort to inerease aeeess to hunting and fishing on publie lands 
and waters, U.S. Seeretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke today announeed a proposal to open or 
expand opportunities at 10 national wildlife refuges. If finalized, this would bring the number of 
refuges where the publie may hunt up to 373, and up to 312 where fishing would be permitted. 

“I grew up in the mountains of northwest Montana, where I spent my time hunting and fishing 
on our shared publie lands. I was lueky to take my boys out on the same land that my dad and 
granddad took me,” said Seeretary Zinke. “As the steward of our publie lands, one of my top 
priorities is to open up aeeess wherever possible for hunting and fishing so that more families 
have the opportunity to pass down the heritage. The last thing I want to see is hunting and 
fishing beeome elite sports. These ten refuges will provide ineredible opportunities for 
sportsmen and anglers aeross the eountry to aeeess the land and eonneet with the wildlife.” 

White House Comms Report (sent yesterday) 

Press Inquiries: 

West Virginia Gazette (Ken Ward) - REQUEST— What exaetly are the provisions of the 
wildlife eonservation plans mentioned? Did the FWS eonduet a eonsultation with WVDEP and 
the mining operator prior to the issuanee of the SMCRA permit? Was an ineidental take permit 
issued? Does the eompany have a habitat eonservation plan? What exaetly has Interior done to 
speed up the proeess of aeeounting for ESA issues in the review of mining permits in West 
Virginia? - RESPONSE - TBD 

Eas Vegas Review-Journal - REQUEST - would like to see a detailed sehedule for 
Seeretary Zinke's visit to Nevada, a list of all the people he met with while he was here, and 
where he was when he met with them. - RESPONSE - Seeretary Zinke visited Nevada on 
Sunday, July 30. He began the day by flying to Gold Butte National Monument via helieopter. 
After arriving at Gold Butte, the Seeretary hiked to the Falling Man Petroglyphs. Following the 
hike, he took an aerial tour of Gold Butte, and eontinued on to White River Narrows Basin and 
Range National Monument, where he toured the Monument, ineluding the Mt. Irish Petroglyph 
site and City. The Seeretary then held a media availability in Bunkerville (whieh was notified to 
press via a press advisory). Seeretary Zinke met with or spoke to Bureau of Eand Management 
employees, loeal offieials, members of advoeaey organizations like the Conservation Eands 
Foundation, Friends of Nevada Wilderness, and Partners in Conservation, the UNEV Multi 
Cultural Center administrator, area ranehers. Senator Dean Heller, Attorney General Adam 
Laxalt, and loeal media. His itinerary ineluded meetings and eonversations with a wide eross- 
seetion of loeal offieials, ineluding many who elaim to have been left out sueh as UNEV staff, 
Rep. Kihuen's offiee, and the Moapa Band of Paiutes offieials. Senator Cortez-Mastro and her 
staff deelined a meeting invitation. The Seeretary spent Sunday touring the monument and 
meeting with loeal stakeholders, however due to the Cabinet meeting in Washington, D.C., 
Seeretary Zinke had to shorten his trip. For those who were originally seheduled for meetings on 
Monday, the seeretary offered time to have the meetings on Sunday. For those organizations that 
turned down the offer to resehedule, they have been offered phone eonversations with the 
seeretary this week to ensure their voiees are heard. In faet, the Seeretary had a eall with the 
Moapa Tribe yesterday. 



Top Stories 

KTVQ Billings: Zinke recommends no modifications to Upper Missouri River Breaks ... 
Washington Post: The Energy 202: Trump to waive environmental rules to construct... 
Billings Gazette: Missouri Breaks monument will stay as is, Ryan Zinke says 

Top Issues and Accomplishments 

On Saturday, Aug 5 the Secretary departs for two weeks personal leave. 

No major speeches or media events this week 

Press Release: Secretary Zinke Recommends No Modifications to Upper Missouri River 
Breaks National Monument 

Thursday the Department will announce hunting and fishing is being expanded on 10 
wildlife refuges. 

WEEK AHEAD August 2 thru August 10, 2017 

• The Secretary had a successful “Sportsman Summif ’ yesterday hosted by Fish and 
Wildlife. 

• Today we are celebrating the 40th Anniversary of the Office of Surface Mining Control 
and Reclamation Act (SMCRA). 

• August 2: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Notice to Stakeholders on the Notice of 
Availability (NOA) for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement 
(SEIS). This was mandated by the courts. NO press release planned. Have draft talkers to use if 
needed. 

NEXT WEEK: 

• The Secretary will be on personal leave August 5-19 out of the country. (Greece and 
Turkey) 

• Next week: TBD Releases on Monument Review (announce ones not under review 
anymore). 

• Next week: Announce that we will accept Sabanoso as wilderness (in NM). This is about 
access for sportsman on our public lands. The wilderness is currently surrounded by private land 
so we are working out the details on access/rights of way. 

• August TBD: Department-Level Release: DOI will announced FWS proposal to expand 
hunting and fishing opportunities on 10 National Wildlife Refuges. 

AGENCY RELEASES 

National Park Service 

• August 2: Local NPS Release: NPS will announce another round of $1.189 million in 
American Battlefield Protection Grants (planning) to aid in the research, documentation, and/or 
interpretation of significant American battlefields. Releases will be done at the local level of 
NPS sites receiving funds. 

• August 2: National NPS Release: NPS will announce events regarding the solar eclipse 
taking place on August 21. Release gives generic information as well as safety tips for viewing 
the eclipse. 

• August 3: Congresswoman Stacey Plaskett will hold a public meeting with Regional 
Director Stan Austin in Saint John, Virgin Islands to update the community on the administrative 



realignment of national park superintendents in the Caribbean to now report to the Caribbean 
parks group superintendent. 

• August TBD: National NFS Release: NFS announeement of annual Rutgers report on NFS 
Federal Historie Freservation Tax Ineentives Frogram economie impaet. Tax eredits 2016 
eontributed $12.3 billion in output to the U.S. economy, added $6.2 billion in GDF. Historic 
preservation tax incentives encourage investments in historic preservation and revitalization of 
communities small and large across the country. 

• August TBD: National NFS Release: The National Fark Service will announce $1.657 
million in grants to Indian tribes and museums to assist in consultation, documentation, and 
repatriation of ancestors and cultural items back to Indian tribes and Native Hawaiian 
organizations. 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

• August 3: FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a proposal to establish annual hunting 
regulations for certain migratory game birds for the 2018-19 hunting season to fulfill our 
responsibilities to the four international conventions to protect and manage migratory game 
birds. A prepared statement will be provided on our website with a link to the proposed rule. 

• August TBD: National FWS Release: FWS will announce $48 million in funding to state 
wildlife agencies provided by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service through the State Wildlife 
Grants program. 

• August TBD: Local FWS Release: FWS plans to announce it is seeking public input in 
development of either an Environmental Assessment or an Environmental Impact Statement for 
a proposed General Conservation Flan for oil and gas activities in Santa Barbara County, 
California. This action is not expected to be controversial. 

• August TBD: National FWS Release: FWS to release results of 2016 Fishing, Hunting and 
Wildlife Associated Survey Freliminary Report. A snapshot of the results show that Hunter 
numbers are down (not statistically significant), angler numbers are up (not statistically 
significant), and wildlife watching numbers have increased greatly especially for people 
watching wildlife in their own backyards. 

• August TBD: National FWS Release: FWS plans to announce $4,254,638 in Tribal Wildlife 
Grant awards to federally recognized tribes for 25 projects in 14 states to fund a wide range of 
fish and wildlife conservation efforts. Tribal Wildlife Grants are used to provide technical and 
financial assistance to tribes for the development and implementation of programs that benefit 
fish and wildlife resources and their habitat. 

• August TBD: FWS/USGS If-Asked Only: USGS to release a report on the Species Status 
Assessment for the Lesser Frairie Chicken. The study was commissioned by FWS. 

Bureau of Land Management 

• August 3: Local BLM Release: BLM-NV’s Las Vegas Field Office will hold a land sale 
under the Southern Nevada Fublic Land Management Act (SNFLMA) in Las Vegas. The BLM 
proposes to offer for competitive sale 81.25 acres of public land in 17 parcels. In accordance 
with the SNFLMA, sale funds are used for the development of parks, trails, and natural areas, 
capital improvements on Federal lands, acquiring environmentally sensitive land, and Lake 
Tahoe restoration projects. 

• August 4: Local BLM Release: BLM will announce the opening of the public comment 
period for the environmental assessment on the Lordsburg Transmission Line in New Mexico. 



• August 8: BLM-AK will continue work on the Ambler Mining District Industrial Access 
Road Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for a proposed 211-mile controlled access road in 
the southern foothills of the Brooks Range. The Northwest Arctic Borough is now a cooperating 
agency. BEM-AK's monthly cooperating agency meeting is August 8. The public scoping period 
ends January 31, 2018. 

• August 8: BLM-AK Associate State Director Ted Murphy will participate in a mining 
compliance inspection at the Constantine Mine near Haines. 

• August 9-11: BLM-MT Tribal Coordinator Marcia Pablo will meet with Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officers and possibly the Chairmen/Presidents of 14 tribes in the three-state area in 
August and September. BLM already has good standing with many of the tribes, and these 
meetings are meant to enhance and build relationships. She will meet with the Confederated 
Salish and Kootenai Tribe in Pablo, Montana, August 9-11; the Three Affdiated Tribes (Mandan, 
Hadatsa, and Ankara), Standing Rock and Spirit Lake tribes in North Dakota the week of August 
21; and the Rosebud, Pine Ridge, Lower Brule, Crow Creek, Cheyenne River, and Yankton 
tribes in South Dakota the week of September 11. Meetings will also be scheduled with the Fort 
Peck, Blackfeet, Crow, and Northern Cheyenne tribes in Montana. 

U.S. Geological Survey 

• August 7: National USGS Release: USGS release regarding increased Salinity in U.S. 

Rivers that might degrade drinking water quality and water infrastructure. 

• August 8: National USGS Release: Major Flood Occurrence across North America and 
Europe Linked to Multi-Decade Ocean Pattern. New international study examining patterns of 
major floods led by USGS based on eighty years of major flood data from Europe and North 
America. 

• August 9: National News Release: USGS to release a study of streams in 11 Midwestern 
states that found more than 180 pesticides, some at levels that could harm aquatic insects. On 
average, 54 pesticide compounds were detected in each stream. 

Bureau of Reclamation 

• August 11 and 18 to 20: Media invited: Two-part full-scale security exercise at Flaming 
Gorge Dam in Wyoming. The purpose of the exercise is to evaluate physical and electronic 
security systems, gauge the effectiveness of the Emergency Action Plan, provide an opportunity 
for Reclamation staff to participate in Unified Command in a controlled environment with Law 
Enforcement agencies and identify areas for improvement in security and emergency 
management. This exercise also enables local emergency responders to practice and assess their 
own response capabilities while assisting Reclamation in management a simulated emergency. 

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

• August 3: Local BOEM Release: BOEM to put out release on Draft EIS for Liberty DPP in 
Alaska. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders on Information Transfer Meeting 
to be held in New Orleans August 22-24. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders to specific groups for educational 
outreach on the New National OCS Oil and Gas Leasing Program inviting them to partieipate in 
an informational eall. 

• TBD: National BOEM Release: BOEM release on Marine Minerals Rule. The rule is 
finalized and in sumaming. 



Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement 

• August 3: National BSEE News Brief: Elnitization Creates Opportunity for Maximized 
Offshore Oil and Gas Produetion. 

Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement 

• August 3: National OSMRE Release: OSMRE eelebrates 40th Anniversary Observanee of 
the signing of the Surfaee Mining Control and Reelamation Aet of 1977. OSMRE eonfirmed 
Seeretary will appear as the keynote speaker. 

CONGRESSIONAL 

August 3, 2017 

10:00am: Senate Energy and Natural Resourees Committee 

Hearing to examine federal and nonfederal eollaboration, ineluding through the use of 
teehnology, to reduee wildland fire risk to eommunities and enhanee firefighting safety and 
effeetiveness. 

Witness: Bryan Riee, Direetor, Offiee of Wildland Fire 

Political Appointee Update 

Two new appointees started today bringing DOI politieals on board = 53 
5 nominated awaiting eonflrmation: 

Nominees Combs, Berman, and Domeneeh - Senate Committee delayed their vote indefinitely. 
Nominee Joe Balash as Assistant Seeretary for Eand and Minerals Management has been 
announeed and the SENR hearing has been set for September 7. 

Nominee Ryan Douglas Nelson of Idaho to be Solieitor of the Department of the Interior. 

Secretary Speaking Invitations 

Accepted 

8/3 - DOI event - 40th Anniversary Office of Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act 
8/4 - FEMA event with the President 
8/5-20 - Personal 

Outstanding Invitations in Process 

8/30 - West Virginia Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting (White Sulphur Springs, WV) 
9/10-13 - Annual Mtg of the Assoc of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (Snowbird, UT) 

9/12 - Conference on Transportation Needs of National Parks and Public Eands (DC) 

Open invite - Detroit Economic Club 
9/28-30 - Council for National Policy 

Declining 

7/31-8/2 - FBI National Academy Associates Annual Training Conference (DC) 

8/2 - American Eegion Northwest Regional Baseball Tournament's Opening Ceremony General 
Welcome (Missoula, MT) 

8/5 - Glacier National Park Conservancy remarks at Annual Backpacker's Ball 
(Whitefish/Kalispell) 

9/5 - National Association of State Park Directors and Annual Meeting (Missoula, Montana) 
8/17 - Mineral Hill Conservation Project (Gardiner, MT) 



8/18 - Council of State Govemments-West State and Federal Relations Committee (Taeoma, 

WA) 

8/21 - Gage County Tourism and Beatriee Chamber of Commeree (Beatrice, NE) 

Emeroencv Management 

In Montana, the Liberty Fire, loeated on the Flathead Reservation (BIA), began on July 15 and 
has burned 3,220 (+697) aeres. The fire is 2-percent (+2) contained and managed by a Type-1 
Incident Management Team (IMT) with 260 (+65) personnel, ineluding 116 (+4) DOI personnel. 
This fire is threatening cultural resources, timber allotments, and threatened and endangered 
species habit in the area. An evaeuation order has been issued for the Finley Creek and Plaeid 
Lake areas. Full eontainment is expeeted on September 25. 

In Oregon, the Spruee Lake Fire began on July 29 in Crater Lake National Park (NPS) and has 
burned 2,500 (+1,300) aeres. The fire is 5-pereent (no ehange) contained and managed by a Type- 
2 IMT with 197 (+79) personnel assigned, including 19 (no change) DOI personnel. Signifieant 
perimeter growth is expeeted, whieh could eventually threaten the Park's Visitor Center and the 
Crater Lake eommunity. Road, trail, and area elosures are in effeet, and the fire continues to 
threaten the habitat of the northern spotted owl, sensitive aquatie speeies, timber allotments, and 
reereation sites, ineluding the Paeifie Crest, Bald Crater Loop, and Bert Creek trails. Full 
eontainment is expeeted on August 14. 

Outside Media of Interest 

Interior Chief Zinke Spares Another Monument, Recommends No Changes To Upper 
Missonri River Breaks. 

The Washington Times (8/2, Wolfgang) reports that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke has “spared 
another historie site,” announeing Wednesday “that he will not reeommend any ehanges to the 
Upper Missouri River Breaks National Monument.” Zinke said in a statement that “the 378,000- 
aere monument is no longer a part of his eomprehensive review of more than two dozen 
monuments aeross the eountry.” 

Seniors Snap Up US National Park Passes Before Price Hike. 

The AP (8/2, Ridler) reports that “seniors are snapping up so many lifetime passes good for U.S. 
national parks and other reereation areas ahead of a steep price inerease later this month that 
some government agencies have run out and started issuing vouehers.” The Ameriea the 
Beautiful Lifetime Senior Pass has “been available to buyers 62 and older for $10 for the past 
two decades.” On Aug. 28, the priee is increasing “700 pereent, to $80, after a measure passed 
by Congress late last year.” 

Plaskett Touts Cooperation Amid ‘Crazy’ Washington Scene. 

The Virgin Islands Daily News (8/3, O'CONNOR) reports that V.I. Delegate to Congress Staeey 
Plaskett “says she’s working to keep things moving,” despite the “gridloek” in Washington. At a 
press eonferenee on St. Croix on Wednesday, Plaskett said that “the Washington arms raee has 
had some effeet on territorial interests.” For instanee, the artiele notes that “the nomination of 
Douglas Domeneeh to head the Interior Department’s Office of Insular Affairs, whieh 
eoordinates policy among U.S. territories and the federal government, has stalled.” 

Federal Register Listings 



Items cleared for the FR on Wednesday. 


REG0007227 BIA Rate Adjustments for Indian Irrigation Projects. The BIA has an interest in 
and establishes irrigation assessment rates for irrigation projects located on or associated with 
Indian reservations throughout the United States. This Notice announces that the BIA has 
adjusted the rates at several irrigation projects and facilities to reflect current costs of 
administration, operation, maintenance, and rehabilitation. Notice 08/02/2017. 

REG0007229 NFS National Register of Historic Places; Notification of Pending Nominations 
and Related Actions. NFS requests comments on the significance of properties nominated before 
July 15, 2017, for listing in the National Register of Historic Places or related actions. Notice 
08/02/2017. 

REG0007177 ONRR Repeal of Consolidated Federal Oil & Gas and Federal & Indian Coal 
Valuation Reform. The Office of Natural Resources Revenue (ONRR) is repealing the 
Consolidated Federal Oil & Gas and Federal & Indian Coal Valuation Reform Final Rule 
published July 1, 2016 (81 FR 43338), and effective January 1, 2017. Simultaneously, ONRR is 
reinstating the valuation regulations for Federal oil. Federal gas, and Federal and Indian coal that 
were in effect prior to January 1, 2017. Final Rule 08/02/2017. 


Doug Domenech 

Senior Advisor 

US Department of the Interior 

NOTE: Every email I send or receive is subject to release under the Freedom of Information Act. 



To: Scott Hommel[scott_hommel@ios.doi.gov]; Magallanes, 

Downey[downey_magallanes@ios.doi.gov]; Laura Rigas[laura_rigas@ios.doi.gov]; Swift, 
Heather[heather_swift@ios.doi.gov]; James Cason[james_cason@ios.doi.gov]; Micah 
Chambers[micah_chambers@ios.doi.gov]; Daniel Jorjani[danielJorjani@ios.doi.gov]; Mashburn, 
Lori[lori_mashburn@ios.doi.gov]; Bauserman, Christine[christine_bauserman@ios.doi.gov]; Caroline 
Boulton[caroline_boulton@ios.doi.gov]; Thiele, Aaron[aaron_thiele@ios.doi.gov]; Willens, 
Todd[todd_willens@ios.doi.gov]; Getto, Leila[leila_getto@ios.doi.gov]; David 
Bernhardt[dwbernhardt@ios.doi.gov]; Natalie Davis[natalie_davis@ios.doi.gov] 

From: Domenech, Douglas 

Sent: 2017-08-03715:25:43-04:00 

Importance: Normal 

Subject: Interior Cabinet Affairs Report for 8/3/17 

Received: 2017-08-03T15:26:11-04:00 

DPI DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS 8-3-17.docx 


Attached and copied below. 

DEPARTMENT OE THE INTERIOR DAILY UPDATE EOR CABINET AEFAIRS - 
8 / 3/17 

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor 
Lori Mashburn, White House Liaison 

NOTE: Today the Senate Energy and Natural Resourees Committee voted out of Committee all 
three DOI nominees. 

Status of the Secretary 

TODAY: The Seeretary is in Washington, DC. 

Meet and Greet with Chase Spano and Steve Armentrout. 

NSC White House Meeting 

Meeting with Tom Spoehr, Direetor, Center for National Defense, Heritage Foundation. 

Meeting with Meeting with David Eesar, John Eesar and Casey Malmquist. 

THIS WEEK: 

Friday 8/4: offiee; FEMA event with the President. 

NEXT WEEK: 

The Seeretary will be on personal leave August 5-19 out of the eountry. (Greeee and Turkey) 

Status of the Deputy Secretary 

Remarks at 40th Anniversary Offiee of Surfaee Mining Control and Reelamation Aet (SMCRA). 

Media TODAY 

(Yesterday) SECRETARY ZINKE RECOMMENDS NO MODIFICATIONS TO UPPER 
MISSOURI RIVER BREAKS NATIONAL MONUMENT 

WASHINGTON - Today, U.S. Seeretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke announeed Montana’s 
Upper Missouri River Breaks National Monument is no longer under review and that he will 
reeommend to the President that no modifieations be made to the monument. The monument 
was under review in aeeordanee with President Donald J. Trump’s April 26, 2017 exeeutive 
order. 



“Today I’m announcing the review of the Upper Missouri River Breaks National Monument has 
concluded and I am recommending to the President that no changes be made to the monument,” 
said Secretary Ryan Zinke. “The monument is one of the only free-flowing areas of the Missouri 
that remains as Lewis and Clark saw it more than 200 years ago." 

SECRETARY ZINKE EXPANDS HUNTING AND FISHING OPPORTUNITIES AT 10 
NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGES 

(WASHINGTON) In his latest effort to increase access to hunting and fishing on public lands 
and waters, U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke today announced a proposal to open or 
expand opportunities at 10 national wildlife refuges. If finalized, this would bring the number of 
refuges where the public may hunt up to 373, and up to 312 where fishing would be permitted. 

“I grew up in the mountains of northwest Montana, where I spent my time hunting and fishing 
on our shared public lands. I was lucky to take my boys out on the same land that my dad and 
granddad took me,” said Secretary Zinke. “As the steward of our public lands, one of my top 
priorities is to open up access wherever possible for hunting and fishing so thaf more families 
have the opportunity to pass down the heritage. The last thing I want to see is hunting and 
fishing become elite sports. These ten refuges will provide incredible opportunities for 
sportsmen and anglers across the country to access the land and connect with the wildlife.” 

White House Comms Report (sent yesterday) 

Press Inquiries: 

West Virginia Gazette (Ken Ward) - REQUEST— What exactly are the provisions of the 
wildlife conservation plans mentioned? Did the FWS conduct a consultation with WVDEP and 
the mining operator prior to the issuance of the SMCRA permit? Was an incidental take permit 
issued? Does the company have a habitat conservation plan? What exactly has Interior done to 
speed up the process of accounting for ESA issues in the review of mining permits in West 
Virginia? - RESPONSE - TBD 

Eas Vegas Review-Journal - REQUEST - would like to see a detailed schedule for 
Secretary Zinke's visit to Nevada, a list of all the people he met with while he was here, and 
where he was when he met with them. - RESPONSE - Secretary Zinke visited Nevada on 
Sunday, July 30. He began the day by flying to Gold Butte National Monument via helicopter. 
After arriving at Gold Butte, the Secretary hiked to the Falling Man Petroglyphs. Following the 
hike, he took an aerial tour of Gold Butte, and continued on to White River Narrows Basin and 
Range National Monument, where he toured the Monument, including the Mt. Irish Petroglyph 
site and City. The Secretary then held a media availability in Bunkerville (which was notified to 
press via a press advisory). Secretary Zinke met with or spoke to Bureau of Eand Management 
employees, local officials, members of advocacy organizations like the Conservation Eands 
Foundation, Friends of Nevada Wilderness, and Partners in Conservation, the UNEV Multi 
Cultural Center administrator, area ranchers, Senator Dean Heller, Attorney General Adam 
Laxalt, and local media. His itinerary included meetings and conversations with a wide cross- 
section of local officials, including many who claim to have been left out such as UNEV staff. 
Rep. Kihuen's office, and the Moapa Band of Paiutes officials. Senator Cortez-Mastro and her 
staff declined a meeting invitation. The Secretary spent Sunday touring the monument and 
meeting with local stakeholders, however due to the Cabinet meeting in Washington, D.C., 
Secretary Zinke had to shorten his trip. For those who were originally scheduled for meetings on 



Monday, the secretary offered time to have the meetings on Sunday. For those organizations that 
turned down the offer to reschedule, they have been offered phone conversations with the 
secretary this week to ensure their voices are heard. In fact, the Secretary had a call with the 
Moapa Tribe yesterday. 

Top Stories 

KTVQ Billings: Zinke recommends no modifications to Upper Missouri River Breaks ... 
Washington Post: The Energy 202: Trump to waive environmental rules to construct... 
Billings Gazette: Missouri Breaks monument will stay as is, Ryan Zinke says 

Top Issues and Accomplishments 

On Saturday, Aug 5 the Secretary departs for two weeks personal leave. 

No major speeches or media events this week 

Press Release: Secretary Zinke Recommends No Modifications to Upper Missouri River 
Breaks National Monument 

Thursday the Department will announce hunting and fishing is being expanded on 10 
wildlife refuges. 

WEEK AHEAD August 2 thru August 10, 2017 

• The Secretary had a successful “Sportsman Summif ’ yesterday hosted by Fish and 
Wildlife. 

• Today we are celebrating the 40th Anniversary of the Office of Surface Mining Control 
and Reclamation Act (SMCRA). 

• August 2: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Notice to Stakeholders on the Notice of 
Availability (NOA) for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement 
(SEIS). This was mandated by the courts. NO press release planned. Have draft talkers to use if 
needed. 

NEXT WEEK: 

• The Secretary will be on personal leave August 5-19 out of the country. (Greece and 
Turkey) 

• Next week: TBD Releases on Monument Review (announce ones not under review 
anymore). 

• Next week: Announce that we will accept Sabanoso as wilderness (in NM). This is about 
access for sportsman on our public lands. The wilderness is currently surrounded by private land 
so we are working out the details on access/rights of way. 

• August TBD: Department-Level Release: DOI will announced FWS proposal to expand 
hunting and fishing opportunities on 10 National Wildlife Refuges. 

AGENCY RELEASES 

National Park Service 

• August 2: Local NPS Release: NPS will announce another round of $1,189 million in 
American Battlefield Protection Grants (planning) to aid in the research, documentation, and/or 
interpretation of significant American battlefields. Releases will be done at the local level of 
NPS sites receiving funds. 



• August 2: National NFS Release: NFS will announee events regarding the solar eelipse 
taking plaee on August 21. Release gives generie information as well as safety tips for viewing 
the eelipse. 

• August 3: Congresswoman Staeey Flaskett will hold a publie meeting with Regional 
Direetor Stan Austin in Saint John, Virgin Islands to update the eommunity on the administrative 
realignment of national park superintendents in the Caribbean to now report to the Caribbean 
parks group superintendent. 

• August TBD: National NFS Release: NFS announeement of annual Rutgers report on NFS 
Federal Historie Freservation Tax Ineentives Frogram eeonomie impaet. Tax credits 2016 
contributed $12.3 billion in output to the U.S. economy, added $6.2 billion in GDF. Historic 
preservation tax incentives encourage investments in historic preservation and revitalization of 
communities small and large across the country. 

• August TBD: National NFS Release: The National Fark Service will announce $1.657 
million in grants to Indian tribes and museums to assist in consultation, documentation, and 
repatriation of ancestors and cultural items back to Indian tribes and Native Hawaiian 
organizations. 

U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service 

• August 3: FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a proposal to establish annual hunting 
regulations for certain migratory game birds for the 2018-19 hunting season to fulfill our 
responsibilities to the four international conventions to protect and manage migratory game 
birds. A prepared statement will be provided on our website with a link to the proposed rule. 

• August TBD: National FWS Release: FWS will announce $48 million in funding to state 
wildlife agencies provided by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service through the State Wildlife 
Grants program. 

• August TBD: Local FWS Release: FWS plans to announce it is seeking public input in 
development of either an Environmental Assessment or an Environmental Impact Statement for 
a proposed General Conservation Flan for oil and gas activities in Santa Barbara County, 
California. This action is not expected to be controversial. 

• August TBD: National FWS Release: FWS to release results of 2016 Fishing, Hunting and 
Wildlife Associated Survey Freliminary Report. A snapshot of the results show that Hunter 
numbers are down (not statistically significant), angler numbers are up (not statistically 
significant), and wildlife watching numbers have increased greatly especially for people 
watching wildlife in their own backyards. 

• August TBD: National FWS Release: FWS plans to announce $4,254,638 in Tribal Wildlife 
Grant awards to federally recognized tribes for 25 projects in 14 states to fund a wide range of 
fish and wildlife conservation efforts. Tribal Wildlife Grants are used to provide technical and 
financial assistance to tribes for the development and implementation of programs that benefit 
fish and wildlife resources and their habitat. 

• August TBD: FWS/USGS If-Asked Only: USGS to release a report on the Species Status 
Assessment for the Lesser Frairie Chicken. The study was commissioned by FWS. 

Bureau of Land Management 

• August 3: Local BLM Release: BLM-NV’s Las Vegas Field Office will hold a land sale 
under the Southern Nevada Fublic Land Management Act (SNFLMA) in Las Vegas. The BLM 
proposes to offer for competitive sale 81.25 acres of public land in 17 parcels. In accordance 



with the SNPLMA, sale funds are used for the development of parks, trails, and natural areas, 
eapital improvements on Federal lands, aequiring environmentally sensitive land, and Lake 
Tahoe restoration projeets. 

• August 4: Loeal BLM Release: BLM will announee the opening of the publie eomment 
period for the environmental assessment on the Lordsburg Transmission Line in New Mexieo. 

• August 8: BLM-AK will eontinue work on the Ambler Mining Distriet Industrial Aeeess 
Road Environmental Impaet Statement (EIS) for a proposed 211-mile eontrolled aeeess road in 
the southern foothills of the Brooks Range. The Northwest Aretie Borough is now a eooperating 
ageney. BEM-AK's monthly eooperating ageney meeting is August 8. The publie seoping period 
ends January 31, 2018. 

• August 8: BLM-AK Assoeiate State Direetor Ted Murphy will partieipate in a mining 
eomplianee inspeetion at the Constantine Mine near Haines. 

• August 9-11: BLM-MT Tribal Coordinator Mareia Pablo will meet with Tribal Historie 
Preservation Offieers and possibly the Chairmen/Presidents of 14 tribes in the three-state area in 
August and September. BLM already has good standing with many of the tribes, and these 
meetings are meant to enhanee and build relationships. She will meet with the Confederated 
Salish and Kootenai Tribe in Pablo, Montana, August 9-11; the Three Affdiated Tribes (Mandan, 
Hadatsa, and Ankara), Standing Roek and Spirit Lake tribes in North Dakota the week of August 
21; and the Rosebud, Pine Ridge, Lower Brule, Crow Creek, Cheyenne River, and Yankton 
tribes in South Dakota the week of September 11. Meetings will also be seheduled with the Fort 
Peek, Blaekfeet, Crow, and Northern Cheyenne tribes in Montana. 

U.S. Geological Survey 

• August 7: National USGS Release: USGS release regarding inereased Salinity in U.S. 

Rivers that might degrade drinking water quality and water infrastrueture. 

• August 8: National USGS Release: Major Flood Oeeurrenee aeross North Ameriea and 
Europe Einked to Multi-Deeade Oeean Pattern. New international study examining patterns of 
major floods led by USGS based on eighty years of major flood data from Europe and North 
Ameriea. 

• August 9: National News Release: USGS to release a study of streams in 11 Midwestern 
states that found more than 180 pestieides, some at levels that eould harm aquatie inseets. On 
average, 54 pestieide eompounds were deteeted in eaeh stream. 

Bureau of Reclamation 

• August 11 and 18 to 20: Media invited: Two-part full-seale seeurity exereise at Flaming 
Gorge Dam in Wyoming. The purpose of the exereise is to evaluate physieal and eleetronie 
seeurity systems, gauge the effeetiveness of the Emergeney Aetion Plan, provide an opportunity 
for Reelamation staff to partieipate in Unified Command in a eontrolled environment with Law 
Enforeement ageneies and identify areas for improvement in seeurity and emergeney 
management. This exereise also enables loeal emergeney responders to praetiee and assess their 
own response eapabilities while assisting Reelamation in management a simulated emergeney. 

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

• August 3: Eoeal BOEM Release: BOEM to put out release on Draft EIS for Liberty DPP in 
Alaska. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders on Information Transfer Meeting 
to be held in New Orleans August 22-24. 



• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders to specifie groups for educational 
outreach on the New National OCS Oil and Gas Leasing Program inviting them to participate in 
an informational call. 

• TBD: National BOEM Release: BOEM release on Marine Minerals Rule. The rule is 
finalized and in sumaming. 

Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement 

• August 3: National BSEE News Brief: Einitization Creates Opportunity for Maximized 
Offshore Oil and Gas Production. 

Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement 

• August 3: National OSMRE Release: OSMRE celebrates 40th Anniversary Observance of 
the signing of the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977. OSMRE confirmed 
Secretary will appear as the keynote speaker. 

CONGRESSIONAL 

August 3, 2017 

10:00am: Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee 

Hearing to examine federal and nonfederal collaboration, including through the use of 
technology, to reduce wildland fire risk to communities and enhance firefighting safety and 
effectiveness. 

Witness: Bryan Rice, Director, Office of Wildland Fire 

Political Appointee Update 

Two new appointees started today bringing DOI politicals on board = 53 
5 nominated awaiting confirmation: 

Nominees Combs, Berman, and Domenech - Senate Committee delayed their vote indefinitely. 
Nominee Joe Balash as Assistant Secretary for Land and Minerals Management has been 
announced and the SENR hearing has been set for September 7. 

Nominee Ryan Douglas Nelson of Idaho to be Solicitor of the Department of the Interior. 

Secretary Speaking Invitations 

Accepted 

8/3 - DOI event - 40th Anniversary Office of Surface Mining Confrol and Reclamation Act 
8/4 - FEMA event with the President 
8/5-20 - Personal 

Outstanding Invitations in Process 

8/30 - West Virginia Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting (White Sulphur Springs, WV) 
9/10-13 - Annual Mtg of the Assoc of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (Snowbird, UT) 

9/12 - Conference on Transportation Needs of National Parks and Public Lands (DC) 

Open invite - Detroit Economic Club 
9/28-30 - Council for National Policy 

Declining 

7/31-8/2 - FBI National Academy Associates Annual Training Conference (DC) 



8/2 - American Legion Northwest Regional Baseball Tournament's Opening Ceremony General 
Weleome (Missoula, MT) 

8/5 - Glacier National Park Conservancy remarks at Annual Backpacker's Ball 
(Whitefish/Kalispell) 

9/5 - National Association of State Park Directors and Annual Meeting (Missoula, Montana) 

8/17 - Mineral Hill Conservation Project (Gardiner, MT) 

8/18 - Council of State Govemments-West State and Federal Relations Committee (Tacoma, 

WA) 

8/21 - Gage County Tourism and Beatrice Chamber of Commerce (Beatrice, NE) 

Emergency Management 

In Montana, the Liberty Fire, located on the Flathead Reservation (BIA), began on July 15 and 
has burned 3,220 (+697) acres. The fire is 2-percent (+2) contained and managed by a Type-1 
Incident Management Team (IMT) with 260 (+65) personnel, including 116 (+4) DOI personnel. 
This fire is threatening cultural resources, timber allotments, and threatened and endangered 
species habit in the area. An evacuation order has been issued for the Finley Creek and Placid 
Lake areas. Full containment is expected on September 25. 

In Oregon, the Spruce Lake Fire began on July 29 in Crater Lake National Park (NPS) and has 
burned 2,500 (+1,300) acres. The fire is 5-percent (no change) contained and managed by a Type- 
2 IMT with 197 (+79) personnel assigned, including 19 (no change) DOI personnel. Significant 
perimeter growth is expected, which could eventually threaten the Park's Visitor Center and the 
Crater Lake community. Road, trail, and area closures are in effect, and the fire continues to 
threaten the habitat of the northern spotted owl, sensitive aquatic species, timber allotments, and 
recreation sites, including the Pacific Crest, Bald Crater Loop, and Bert Creek trails. Full 
containment is expected on August 14. 

Outside Media of Interest 

Interior Chief Zinke Spares Another Monument, Recommends No Changes To Upper 
Missouri River Breaks. 

The Washington Times (8/2, Wolfgang) reports that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke has “spared 
another historic site,” announcing Wednesday “that he will not recommend any changes to the 
Upper Missouri River Breaks National Monument.” Zinke said in a statement that “the 378,000- 
acre monument is no longer a part of his comprehensive review of more than two dozen 
monuments across the country.” 

Seniors Snap Up US National Park Passes Before Price Hike. 

The AP (8/2, Ridler) reports that “seniors are snapping up so many lifetime passes good for U.S. 
national parks and other recreation areas ahead of a steep price increase later this month that 
some government agencies have run out and started issuing vouchers.” The America the 
Beautiful Lifetime Senior Pass has “been available to buyers 62 and older for $10 for the past 
two decades.” On Aug. 28, the price is increasing “700 percent, to $80, after a measure passed 
by Congress late last year.” 

Plaskett Touts Cooperation Amid ‘Crazy’ Washington Scene. 

The Virgin Islands Daily News (8/3, O'CONNOR) reports that V.I. Delegate to Congress Stacey 



Plaskett “says she’s working to keep things moving,” despite the “gridloek” in Washington. At a 
press eonferenee on St. Croix on Wednesday, Plaskett said that “the Washington arms raee has 
had some effeet on territorial interests.” For instanee, the artiele notes that “the nomination of 
Douglas Domeneeh to head the Interior Department’s Offiee of Insular Affairs, whieh 
eoordinates poliey among U.S. territories and the federal government, has stalled.” 

Federal Register Listings 

Items eleared for the FR on Wednesday. 

REG0007227 BIA Rate Adjustments for Indian Irrigation Projeets. The BIA has an interest in 
and establishes irrigation assessment rates for irrigation projeets loeated on or assoeiated with 
Indian reservations throughout the United States. This Notiee announees that the BIA has 
adjusted the rates at several irrigation projeets and faeilities to refleet eurrent eosts of 
administration, operation, maintenanee, and rehabilitation. Notiee 08/02/2017. 

REG0007229 NPS National Register of Historie Plaees; Notifieation of Pending Nominations 
and Related Aetions. NPS requests eomments on the signifieanee of properties nominated before 
July 15, 2017, for listing in the National Register of Historie Plaees or related aetions. Notiee 
08/02/2017. 

REG0007177 ONRR Repeal of Consolidated Federal Oil & Gas and Federal & Indian Coal 
Valuation Reform. The Offiee of Natural Resourees Revenue (ONRR) is repealing the 
Consolidated Federal Oil & Gas and Federal & Indian Coal Valuation Reform Final Rule 
published July 1, 2016 (81 FR 43338), and effeetive January 1, 2017. Simultaneously, ONRR is 
reinstating the valuation regulations for Federal oil. Federal gas, and Federal and Indian eoal that 
were in effeet prior to January I, 2017. Final Rule 08/02/2017. 
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DEPARTMENT OE THE INTERIOR DAILY UPDATE EOR CABINET AEFAIRS - 
8 / 3/17 

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor 
Lori Mashburn, White House Liaison 

NOTE: Today the Senate Energy and Natural Resourees Committee voted out of Committee all 
three DOI nominees. 

Status of the Secretary 

TODAY: The Seeretary is in Washington, DC. 

Meet and Greet with Chase Spano and Steve Armentrout. 

NSC White House Meeting 

Meeting with Tom Spoehr, Direetor, Center for National Defense, Heritage Foundation. 

Meeting with Meeting with David Eesar, John Eesar and Casey Malmquist. 

THIS WEEK: 

Friday 8/4: offiee; FEMA event with the President. 

NEXT WEEK: 

The Seeretary will be on personal leave August 5-19 out of the eountry. (Greeee and Turkey) 

Status of the Deputy Secretary 

Remarks at 40th Anniversary Offiee of Surfaee Mining Control and Reelamation Aet (SMCRA). 

Media TODAY 

(Yesterday) SECRETARY ZINKE RECOMMENDS NO MODIFICATIONS TO UPPER 
MISSOURI RIVER BREAKS NATIONAL MONUMENT 

WASHINGTON - Today, U.S. Seeretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke announeed Montana’s 
Upper Missouri River Breaks National Monument is no longer under review and that he will 
reeommend to the President that no modifieations be made to the monument. The monument 
was under review in aeeordanee with President Donald J. Trump’s April 26, 2017 exeeutive 
order. 



“Today I’m announcing the review of the Upper Missouri River Breaks National Monument has 
concluded and I am recommending to the President that no changes be made to the monument,” 
said Secretary Ryan Zinke. “The monument is one of the only free-flowing areas of the Missouri 
that remains as Lewis and Clark saw it more than 200 years ago." 

SECRETARY ZINKE EXPANDS HUNTING AND FISHING OPPORTUNITIES AT 10 
NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGES 

(WASHINGTON) In his latest effort to increase access to hunting and fishing on public lands 
and waters, U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke today announced a proposal to open or 
expand opportunities at 10 national wildlife refuges. If finalized, this would bring the number of 
refuges where the public may hunt up to 373, and up to 312 where fishing would be permitted. 

“I grew up in the mountains of northwest Montana, where I spent my time hunting and fishing 
on our shared public lands. I was lucky to take my boys out on the same land that my dad and 
granddad took me,” said Secretary Zinke. “As the steward of our public lands, one of my top 
priorities is to open up access wherever possible for hunting and fishing so thaf more families 
have the opportunity to pass down the heritage. The last thing I want to see is hunting and 
fishing become elite sports. These ten refuges will provide incredible opportunities for 
sportsmen and anglers across the country to access the land and connect with the wildlife.” 

White House Comms Report (sent yesterday) 

Press Inquiries: 

West Virginia Gazette (Ken Ward) - REQUEST— What exactly are the provisions of the 
wildlife conservation plans mentioned? Did the FWS conduct a consultation with WVDEP and 
the mining operator prior to the issuance of the SMCRA permit? Was an incidental take permit 
issued? Does the company have a habitat conservation plan? What exactly has Interior done to 
speed up the process of accounting for ESA issues in the review of mining permits in West 
Virginia? - RESPONSE - TBD 

Eas Vegas Review-Journal - REQUEST - would like to see a detailed schedule for 
Secretary Zinke's visit to Nevada, a list of all the people he met with while he was here, and 
where he was when he met with them. - RESPONSE - Secretary Zinke visited Nevada on 
Sunday, July 30. He began the day by flying to Gold Butte National Monument via helicopter. 
After arriving at Gold Butte, the Secretary hiked to the Falling Man Petroglyphs. Following the 
hike, he took an aerial tour of Gold Butte, and continued on to White River Narrows Basin and 
Range National Monument, where he toured the Monument, including the Mt. Irish Petroglyph 
site and City. The Secretary then held a media availability in Bunkerville (which was notified to 
press via a press advisory). Secretary Zinke met with or spoke to Bureau of Eand Management 
employees, local officials, members of advocacy organizations like the Conservation Eands 
Foundation, Friends of Nevada Wilderness, and Partners in Conservation, the UNEV Multi 
Cultural Center administrator, area ranchers, Senator Dean Heller, Attorney General Adam 
Laxalt, and local media. His itinerary included meetings and conversations with a wide cross- 
section of local officials, including many who claim to have been left out such as UNEV staff. 
Rep. Kihuen's office, and the Moapa Band of Paiutes officials. Senator Cortez-Mastro and her 
staff declined a meeting invitation. The Secretary spent Sunday touring the monument and 
meeting with local stakeholders, however due to the Cabinet meeting in Washington, D.C., 
Secretary Zinke had to shorten his trip. For those who were originally scheduled for meetings on 



Monday, the secretary offered time to have the meetings on Sunday. For those organizations that 
turned down the offer to reschedule, they have been offered phone conversations with the 
secretary this week to ensure their voices are heard. In fact, the Secretary had a call with the 
Moapa Tribe yesterday. 

Top Stories 

KTVQ Billings: Zinke recommends no modifications to Upper Missouri River Breaks ... 
Washington Post: The Energy 202: Trump to waive environmental rules to construct... 
Billings Gazette: Missouri Breaks monument will stay as is, Ryan Zinke says 

Top Issues and Accomplishments 

On Saturday, Aug 5 the Secretary departs for two weeks personal leave. 

No major speeches or media events this week 

Press Release: Secretary Zinke Recommends No Modifications to Upper Missouri River 
Breaks National Monument 

Thursday the Department will announce hunting and fishing is being expanded on 10 
wildlife refuges. 

WEEK AHEAD August 2 thru August 10, 2017 

• The Secretary had a successful “Sportsman Summif ’ yesterday hosted by Fish and 
Wildlife. 

• Today we are celebrating the 40th Anniversary of the Office of Surface Mining Control 
and Reclamation Act (SMCRA). 

• August 2: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Notice to Stakeholders on the Notice of 
Availability (NOA) for the Cape Wind Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement 
(SEIS). This was mandated by the courts. NO press release planned. Have draft talkers to use if 
needed. 

NEXT WEEK: 

• The Secretary will be on personal leave August 5-19 out of the country. (Greece and 
Turkey) 

• Next week: TBD Releases on Monument Review (announce ones not under review 
anymore). 

• Next week: Announce that we will accept Sabanoso as wilderness (in NM). This is about 
access for sportsman on our public lands. The wilderness is currently surrounded by private land 
so we are working out the details on access/rights of way. 

• August TBD: Department-Level Release: DOI will announced FWS proposal to expand 
hunting and fishing opportunities on 10 National Wildlife Refuges. 

AGENCY RELEASES 

National Park Service 

• August 2: Local NPS Release: NPS will announce another round of $1,189 million in 
American Battlefield Protection Grants (planning) to aid in the research, documentation, and/or 
interpretation of significant American battlefields. Releases will be done at the local level of 
NPS sites receiving funds. 



• August 2: National NFS Release: NFS will announee events regarding the solar eelipse 
taking plaee on August 21. Release gives generie information as well as safety tips for viewing 
the eelipse. 

• August 3: Congresswoman Staeey Flaskett will hold a publie meeting with Regional 
Direetor Stan Austin in Saint John, Virgin Islands to update the eommunity on the administrative 
realignment of national park superintendents in the Caribbean to now report to the Caribbean 
parks group superintendent. 

• August TBD: National NFS Release: NFS announeement of annual Rutgers report on NFS 
Federal Historie Freservation Tax Ineentives Frogram eeonomie impaet. Tax credits 2016 
contributed $12.3 billion in output to the U.S. economy, added $6.2 billion in GDF. Historic 
preservation tax incentives encourage investments in historic preservation and revitalization of 
communities small and large across the country. 

• August TBD: National NFS Release: The National Fark Service will announce $1.657 
million in grants to Indian tribes and museums to assist in consultation, documentation, and 
repatriation of ancestors and cultural items back to Indian tribes and Native Hawaiian 
organizations. 

U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service 

• August 3: FWS will deliver to the Federal Register, a proposal to establish annual hunting 
regulations for certain migratory game birds for the 2018-19 hunting season to fulfill our 
responsibilities to the four international conventions to protect and manage migratory game 
birds. A prepared statement will be provided on our website with a link to the proposed rule. 

• August TBD: National FWS Release: FWS will announce $48 million in funding to state 
wildlife agencies provided by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service through the State Wildlife 
Grants program. 

• August TBD: Local FWS Release: FWS plans to announce it is seeking public input in 
development of either an Environmental Assessment or an Environmental Impact Statement for 
a proposed General Conservation Flan for oil and gas activities in Santa Barbara County, 
California. This action is not expected to be controversial. 

• August TBD: National FWS Release: FWS to release results of 2016 Fishing, Hunting and 
Wildlife Associated Survey Freliminary Report. A snapshot of the results show that Hunter 
numbers are down (not statistically significant), angler numbers are up (not statistically 
significant), and wildlife watching numbers have increased greatly especially for people 
watching wildlife in their own backyards. 

• August TBD: National FWS Release: FWS plans to announce $4,254,638 in Tribal Wildlife 
Grant awards to federally recognized tribes for 25 projects in 14 states to fund a wide range of 
fish and wildlife conservation efforts. Tribal Wildlife Grants are used to provide technical and 
financial assistance to tribes for the development and implementation of programs that benefit 
fish and wildlife resources and their habitat. 

• August TBD: FWS/USGS If-Asked Only: USGS to release a report on the Species Status 
Assessment for the Lesser Frairie Chicken. The study was commissioned by FWS. 

Bureau of Land Management 

• August 3: Local BLM Release: BLM-NV’s Las Vegas Field Office will hold a land sale 
under the Southern Nevada Fublic Land Management Act (SNFLMA) in Las Vegas. The BLM 
proposes to offer for competitive sale 81.25 acres of public land in 17 parcels. In accordance 



with the SNPLMA, sale funds are used for the development of parks, trails, and natural areas, 
eapital improvements on Federal lands, aequiring environmentally sensitive land, and Lake 
Tahoe restoration projeets. 

• August 4: Loeal BLM Release: BLM will announee the opening of the publie eomment 
period for the environmental assessment on the Lordsburg Transmission Line in New Mexieo. 

• August 8: BLM-AK will eontinue work on the Ambler Mining Distriet Industrial Aeeess 
Road Environmental Impaet Statement (EIS) for a proposed 211-mile eontrolled aeeess road in 
the southern foothills of the Brooks Range. The Northwest Aretie Borough is now a eooperating 
ageney. BEM-AK's monthly eooperating ageney meeting is August 8. The publie seoping period 
ends January 31, 2018. 

• August 8: BLM-AK Assoeiate State Direetor Ted Murphy will partieipate in a mining 
eomplianee inspeetion at the Constantine Mine near Haines. 

• August 9-11: BLM-MT Tribal Coordinator Mareia Pablo will meet with Tribal Historie 
Preservation Offieers and possibly the Chairmen/Presidents of 14 tribes in the three-state area in 
August and September. BLM already has good standing with many of the tribes, and these 
meetings are meant to enhanee and build relationships. She will meet with the Confederated 
Salish and Kootenai Tribe in Pablo, Montana, August 9-11; the Three Affdiated Tribes (Mandan, 
Hadatsa, and Ankara), Standing Roek and Spirit Lake tribes in North Dakota the week of August 
21; and the Rosebud, Pine Ridge, Lower Brule, Crow Creek, Cheyenne River, and Yankton 
tribes in South Dakota the week of September 11. Meetings will also be seheduled with the Fort 
Peek, Blaekfeet, Crow, and Northern Cheyenne tribes in Montana. 

U.S. Geological Survey 

• August 7: National USGS Release: USGS release regarding inereased Salinity in U.S. 

Rivers that might degrade drinking water quality and water infrastrueture. 

• August 8: National USGS Release: Major Flood Oeeurrenee aeross North Ameriea and 
Europe Einked to Multi-Deeade Oeean Pattern. New international study examining patterns of 
major floods led by USGS based on eighty years of major flood data from Europe and North 
Ameriea. 

• August 9: National News Release: USGS to release a study of streams in 11 Midwestern 
states that found more than 180 pestieides, some at levels that eould harm aquatie inseets. On 
average, 54 pestieide eompounds were deteeted in eaeh stream. 

Bureau of Reclamation 

• August 11 and 18 to 20: Media invited: Two-part full-seale seeurity exereise at Flaming 
Gorge Dam in Wyoming. The purpose of the exereise is to evaluate physieal and eleetronie 
seeurity systems, gauge the effeetiveness of the Emergeney Aetion Plan, provide an opportunity 
for Reelamation staff to partieipate in Unified Command in a eontrolled environment with Law 
Enforeement ageneies and identify areas for improvement in seeurity and emergeney 
management. This exereise also enables loeal emergeney responders to praetiee and assess their 
own response eapabilities while assisting Reelamation in management a simulated emergeney. 

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

• August 3: Eoeal BOEM Release: BOEM to put out release on Draft EIS for Liberty DPP in 
Alaska. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders on Information Transfer Meeting 
to be held in New Orleans August 22-24. 



• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders to specifie groups for educational 
outreach on the New National OCS Oil and Gas Leasing Program inviting them to participate in 
an informational call. 

• TBD: National BOEM Release: BOEM release on Marine Minerals Rule. The rule is 
finalized and in sumaming. 

Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement 

• August 3: National BSEE News Brief: Einitization Creates Opportunity for Maximized 
Offshore Oil and Gas Production. 

Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement 

• August 3: National OSMRE Release: OSMRE celebrates 40th Anniversary Observance of 
the signing of the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977. OSMRE confirmed 
Secretary will appear as the keynote speaker. 

CONGRESSIONAL 

August 3, 2017 

10:00am: Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee 

Hearing to examine federal and nonfederal collaboration, including through the use of 
technology, to reduce wildland fire risk to communities and enhance firefighting safety and 
effectiveness. 

Witness: Bryan Rice, Director, Office of Wildland Fire 

Political Appointee Update 

Two new appointees started today bringing DOI politicals on board = 53 
5 nominated awaiting confirmation: 

Nominees Combs, Berman, and Domenech - Senate Committee delayed their vote indefinitely. 
Nominee Joe Balash as Assistant Secretary for Land and Minerals Management has been 
announced and the SENR hearing has been set for September 7. 

Nominee Ryan Douglas Nelson of Idaho to be Solicitor of the Department of the Interior. 

Secretary Speaking Invitations 

Accepted 

8/3 - DOI event - 40th Anniversary Office of Surface Mining Confrol and Reclamation Act 
8/4 - FEMA event with the President 
8/5-20 - Personal 

Outstanding Invitations in Process 

8/30 - West Virginia Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting (White Sulphur Springs, WV) 
9/10-13 - Annual Mtg of the Assoc of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (Snowbird, UT) 

9/12 - Conference on Transportation Needs of National Parks and Public Lands (DC) 

Open invite - Detroit Economic Club 
9/28-30 - Council for National Policy 

Declining 

7/31-8/2 - FBI National Academy Associates Annual Training Conference (DC) 



8/2 - American Legion Northwest Regional Baseball Tournament's Opening Ceremony General 
Weleome (Missoula, MT) 

8/5 - Glacier National Park Conservancy remarks at Annual Backpacker's Ball 
(Whitefish/Kalispell) 

9/5 - National Association of State Park Directors and Annual Meeting (Missoula, Montana) 

8/17 - Mineral Hill Conservation Project (Gardiner, MT) 

8/18 - Council of State Govemments-West State and Federal Relations Committee (Tacoma, 

WA) 

8/21 - Gage County Tourism and Beatrice Chamber of Commerce (Beatrice, NE) 

Emergency Management 

In Montana, the Liberty Fire, located on the Flathead Reservation (BIA), began on July 15 and 
has burned 3,220 (+697) acres. The fire is 2-percent (+2) contained and managed by a Type-1 
Incident Management Team (IMT) with 260 (+65) personnel, including 116 (+4) DOI personnel. 
This fire is threatening cultural resources, timber allotments, and threatened and endangered 
species habit in the area. An evacuation order has been issued for the Finley Creek and Placid 
Lake areas. Full containment is expected on September 25. 

In Oregon, the Spruce Lake Fire began on July 29 in Crater Lake National Park (NPS) and has 
burned 2,500 (+1,300) acres. The fire is 5-percent (no change) contained and managed by a Type- 
2 IMT with 197 (+79) personnel assigned, including 19 (no change) DOI personnel. Significant 
perimeter growth is expected, which could eventually threaten the Park's Visitor Center and the 
Crater Lake community. Road, trail, and area closures are in effect, and the fire continues to 
threaten the habitat of the northern spotted owl, sensitive aquatic species, timber allotments, and 
recreation sites, including the Pacific Crest, Bald Crater Loop, and Bert Creek trails. Full 
containment is expected on August 14. 

Outside Media of Interest 

Interior Chief Zinke Spares Another Monument, Recommends No Changes To Upper 
Missouri River Breaks. 

The Washington Times (8/2, Wolfgang) reports that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke has “spared 
another historic site,” announcing Wednesday “that he will not recommend any changes to the 
Upper Missouri River Breaks National Monument.” Zinke said in a statement that “the 378,000- 
acre monument is no longer a part of his comprehensive review of more than two dozen 
monuments across the country.” 

Seniors Snap Up US National Park Passes Before Price Hike. 

The AP (8/2, Ridler) reports that “seniors are snapping up so many lifetime passes good for U.S. 
national parks and other recreation areas ahead of a steep price increase later this month that 
some government agencies have run out and started issuing vouchers.” The America the 
Beautiful Lifetime Senior Pass has “been available to buyers 62 and older for $10 for the past 
two decades.” On Aug. 28, the price is increasing “700 percent, to $80, after a measure passed 
by Congress late last year.” 

Plaskett Touts Cooperation Amid ‘Crazy’ Washington Scene. 

The Virgin Islands Daily News (8/3, O'CONNOR) reports that V.I. Delegate to Congress Stacey 



Plaskett “says she’s working to keep things moving,” despite the “gridloek” in Washington. At a 
press eonferenee on St. Croix on Wednesday, Plaskett said that “the Washington arms raee has 
had some effeet on territorial interests.” For instanee, the artiele notes that “the nomination of 
Douglas Domeneeh to head the Interior Department’s Offiee of Insular Affairs, whieh 
eoordinates poliey among U.S. territories and the federal government, has stalled.” 

Federal Register Listings 

Items eleared for the FR on Wednesday. 

REG0007227 BIA Rate Adjustments for Indian Irrigation Projeets. The BIA has an interest in 
and establishes irrigation assessment rates for irrigation projeets loeated on or assoeiated with 
Indian reservations throughout the United States. This Notiee announees that the BIA has 
adjusted the rates at several irrigation projeets and faeilities to refleet eurrent eosts of 
administration, operation, maintenanee, and rehabilitation. Notiee 08/02/2017. 

REG0007229 NPS National Register of Historie Plaees; Notifieation of Pending Nominations 
and Related Aetions. NPS requests eomments on the signifieanee of properties nominated before 
July 15, 2017, for listing in the National Register of Historie Plaees or related aetions. Notiee 
08/02/2017. 

REG0007177 ONRR Repeal of Consolidated Federal Oil & Gas and Federal & Indian Coal 
Valuation Reform. The Offiee of Natural Resourees Revenue (ONRR) is repealing the 
Consolidated Federal Oil & Gas and Federal & Indian Coal Valuation Reform Final Rule 
published July 1, 2016 (81 FR 43338), and effeetive January 1, 2017. Simultaneously, ONRR is 
reinstating the valuation regulations for Federal oil. Federal gas, and Federal and Indian eoal that 
were in effeet prior to January I, 2017. Final Rule 08/02/2017. 
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DEPARTMENT OE THE INTERIOR DAILY UPDATE EOR CABINET AEFAIRS - 
8/4/17 

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor 
Lori Mashburn, White House Liaison 

Status of the Secretary 

TODAY: The Seeretary is in Washington, DC. 

Offiee meetings and briefings. 

FEMA 2017 Hurrieane Preparedness Briefing. 

NEXT TWO WEEKS: 

The Seeretary will be on personal leave August 5-19 out of the eountry. (Greeee and Turkey) 

Status of the Deputy Secretary 

In Washington, DC. 

Offiee meetings and briefings. 

Media TODAY 

(Yesterday) INTERIOR PROVIDES $2.4 MILLION TO HELP IMPROVE 
INFRASTRUCTURE IN U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. (August 3, 2017) - Interior Aeting Assistant Seeretary for Insular Areas 
Nikolao Pula has made $2.4 million available in fiseal year 2017 grants to fund repairs in publie 
sehools in the U.S. Virgin Islands (USVI). The grants, made available under the Offiee of 
Insular Affairs’ (OIA) Capital Improvement Projeet (CIP) program, will also begin the 
replaeement of aging potable water infrastrueture at publie sehools on St. Croix. 

“We are pleased that Governor Kenneth Mapp has prioritized CIP funding for USVI sehool 
maintenanee and physieal improvements,” said Pula. “We look forward to seeing the fruits of 
these efforts.” 


FINAL SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (SEIS) FOR 
THE CAPE WIND ENERGY PROJECT. 

BOEM released today this supplement to the 2009 Final EIS has been prepared in response to a 



2016 remand order of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Distriet of Columbia Cireuit in Publie 
Employees for Environmental Responsibility v. Hopper, 827 F.3d 1077 (D.C. Cir. 2016). 

The Final SEIS is available for review on the BOEM website at: 
https://www.boem.gov/Massaehusetts-Cape-Wind/ . 

In the Final SEIS for the Cape Wind Energy Projeet, BOEM examines the available geologieal 
survey data, including the geotechnical data and reports submitted to BOEM since the 2009 
Final EIS, and any other relevant material that relate to the adequacy of the seafloor to support 
wind turbines in the lease area. 

The Final SEIS also includes a summary of all the comments received on the Draft SEIS and 
BOEM's responses to those comments. 

(DRAFT for MONDAY) SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR RYAN ZINKE STATEMENT 
ON SAGE GROUSE REPORT 

WASHINGTON - Today, U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke received a report from the 
Sage-Grouse Task Force (SGTF) regarding possible plan and policy modifications to 
complement state efforts to improve Greater Sage-Grouse conservation and economic 
development on public lands. The report is the final product required by Secretarial Order 2249. 

White House Comms Report (sent yesterday) 

Press Inquiries: 

West Virginia Gazette (Ken Ward) - REQUEST— What exactly are the provisions of the 
wildlife conservation plans mentioned? Did the FWS conduct a consultation with WVDEP and 
the mining operator prior to the issuance of the SMCRA permit? Was an incidental take permit 
issued? Does the company have a habitat conservation plan? What exactly has Interior done to 
speed up the process of accounting for ESA issues in the review of mining permits in West 
Virginia? - RESPONSE - The mine submitted a Protection and Enhancement Plan (PEP) that 
described how the project had been designed to minimize impact to the listed crayfish. On June 
19, 2017, FWS concurred with the PEP, which means the mining company is in compliance with 
the ESA. Yes. FWS has consulted on four mining projects in West Virginia with regard to the 
listed crayfish (Guyandotte River and Big Sandy River crayfish). With regard to the Berwind 
Mine, FWS was able to work with the company to avoid effects, although a PEP was produced, 
it indicated no take was anticipated. No, an HCP is only necessary when a private party 
anticipates "take" of a listed species through a wholly private action (I.E. no government license 
or permit is necessary). The Department and FWS has prioritized infrastructure and energy 
projects overall. They have staff dedicated to highways and energy projects. They recently 
brought on additional staff to focus on all energy projects, with a particular focus on coal and 
wind. Because of the additional staff, FWS has been able to be more responsive. In addition, 
FWS is coordinating with other field offices to develop coordinated and consistent approaches 
across the range of the crayfish and other aquatic species. FWS has prioritized their relationships 
with West Virginia’s Department of Environmental Protection and the Office of Surface Mining 
by having frequent site visits and meetings at both the biologist and project leader level to 
enhance awareness of any developing issues in order to act proactively and strategically to 
address those issues. Finally, FWS is updating their information in their IP AC system so that 



species lists and project recommendations can be provided automatically, which will streamline 
and expedite any consultation process. 

The Hill, Associated Press, Washington Examiner, Washington Times, Alaska Dispatch 
News, Others - REQUEST - Confirm and details about the Secretary’s tweet regarding beers 
with Senator Murkowski - was taken last night. The Secretary and Senator had dinner last night. 
They talk and meet often in both a friendly and professional capacity. (The previous statement 
regarding the phone call - The Secretary and Senator Murkowski speak on the phone frequently 
and have a very good working relationship. The call was professional and friendly and media 
stories are completely sensationalized.) 

And I just want to add for context, not part of my statement, even Senator Murkowski when 
asked didn't say the call was threatening. "I did have a conversation with the secretary, and he 
told me what I already knew," Sen. Lisa Murkowski told reporters, "that the president wasn't 
pleased with the vote I had taken." 

Top Stories 

The Hill: Senate panel approves five Interior, Energy nominees after delayed ... 

Associated Press: Zinke Says He Mended Fences With Murkowski Over Beers 
Washington Examiner: Ryan Zinke and Lisa Murkowski now drinking buddies after ... 

Top Issues and Accomplishments 

On Saturday, Aug 5 the Secretary departs for two weeks personal leave. 

No major speeches or media events this week 

Friday the Department will announce hunting and fishing is being expanded on 10 wildlife 
refuges. 

UPCOMING POTUS EVENT REQUEST - August 25th National Park initiative. 
Secretary Zinke has been in contact with Steve Bannon 

WEEK AHEAD August 2 thru August 10, 2017 

NEXT WEEK: 

• The Secretary will be on personal leave August 5-19 out of the country. (Greece and 
Turkey) 

• Next week: TBD Releases on Monument Review (announce ones not under review 
anymore). 

• Next week: Announce that we will accept Sabanoso as wilderness (in NM). This is about 
access for sportsman on our public lands. The wilderness is currently surrounded by private land 
so we are working out the details on access/rights of way. 

• August TBD: Department-Level Release: DOI will announced FWS proposal to expand 
hunting and fishing opportunities on 10 National Wildlife Refuges. 

AGENCY RELEASES 

National Park Service 

• August TBD: National NPS Release: NPS announcement of annual Rutgers report on NPS 



Federal Historie Preservation Tax Ineentives Program eeonomie impaet. Tax credits 2016 
contributed $12.3 billion in output to the U.S. economy, added $6.2 billion in GDP. Historic 
preservation tax incentives encourage investments in historic preservation and revitalization of 
communities small and large across the country. 

• August TBD: National NPS Release: The National Park Service will announce $1,657 
million in grants to Indian tribes and museums to assist in consultation, documentation, and 
repatriation of ancestors and cultural items back to Indian tribes and Native Hawaiian 
organizations. 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

• August TBD: National FWS Release: FWS will announce $48 million in funding to state 
wildlife agencies provided by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service through the State Wildlife 
Grants program. 

• August TBD: Local FWS Release: FWS plans to announce it is seeking public input in 
development of either an Environmental Assessment or an Environmental Impact Statement for 
a proposed General Conservation Plan for oil and gas activities in Santa Barbara County, 
California. This action is not expected to be controversial. 

• August TBD: National FWS Release: FWS to release results of 2016 Fishing, Hunting and 
Wildlife Associated Survey Preliminary Report. A snapshot of the results show that Hunter 
numbers are down (not statistically significant), angler numbers are up (not statistically 
significant), and wildlife watching numbers have increased greatly especially for people 
watching wildlife in their own backyards. 

• August TBD: National FWS Release: FWS plans to announce $4,254,638 in Tribal Wildlife 
Grant awards to federally recognized tribes for 25 projects in 14 states to fund a wide range of 
fish and wildlife conservation efforts. Tribal Wildlife Grants are used to provide technical and 
financial assistance to tribes for the development and implementation of programs that benefit 
fish and wildlife resources and their habitat. 

• August TBD: FWS/USGS If-Asked Only: USGS to release a report on the Species Status 
Assessment for the Lesser Prairie Chicken. The study was commissioned by FWS. 

Bureau of Land Management 

• August 4: Local BLM Release: BLM will announce the opening of the public comment 
period for the environmental assessment on the Lordsburg Transmission Line in New Mexico. 

• August 8: BLM-AK will continue work on the Ambler Mining District Industrial Access 
Road Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for a proposed 211-mile controlled access road in 
the southern foothills of the Brooks Range. The Northwest Arctic Borough is now a cooperating 
agency. BEM-AK's monthly cooperating agency meeting is August 8. The public scoping period 
ends January 31, 2018. 

• August 8: BLM-AK Associate State Director Ted Murphy will participate in a mining 
compliance inspection at the Constantine Mine near Haines. 

• August 9-11: BLM-MT Tribal Coordinator Marcia Pablo will meet with Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officers and possibly the Chairmen/Presidents of 14 tribes in the three-state area in 
August and September. BLM already has good standing with many of the tribes, and these 
meetings are meant to enhance and build relationships. She will meet with the Confederated 
Salish and Kootenai Tribe in Pablo, Montana, August 9-11; the Three Affiliated Tribes (Mandan, 
Hadatsa, and Ankara), Standing Rock and Spirit Lake tribes in North Dakota the week of August 



21; and the Rosebud, Pine Ridge, Lower Brule, Crow Creek, Cheyenne River, and Yankton 
tribes in South Dakota the week of September 11. Meetings will also be seheduled with the Fort 
Peek, Blaekfeet, Crow, and Northern Cheyenne tribes in Montana. 

U,S. Geological Survey 

• August 7: National USGS Release: USGS release regarding inereased Salinity in U.S. 
Rivers that might degrade drinking water quality and water infrastructure. 

• August 8: National USGS Release: Major Flood Occurrence across North America and 
Europe Linked to Multi-Decade Ocean Pattern. New international study examining patterns of 
major floods led by USGS based on eighty years of major flood data from Europe and North 
America. 

• August 9: National News Release: USGS to release a study of streams in 11 Midwestern 
states that found more than 180 pesticides, some at levels that could harm aquatic insects. On 
average, 54 pesticide compounds were detected in each stream. 

Bureau of Reclamation 

• August 11 and 18 to 20: Media invited: Two-part full-scale security exercise at Flaming 
Gorge Dam in Wyoming. The purpose of the exercise is to evaluate physical and electronic 
security systems, gauge the effectiveness of the Emergency Action Plan, provide an opportunity 
for Reclamation staff to participate in Unified Command in a controlled environment with Law 
Enforcement agencies and identify areas for improvement in security and emergency 
management. This exercise also enables local emergency responders to practice and assess their 
own response capabilities while assisting Reclamation in management a simulated emergency. 

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders on Information Transfer Meeting 
to be held in New Orleans August 22-24. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders to specific groups for educational 
outreach on the New National OCS Oil and Gas Leasing Program inviting them to participate in 
an informational call. 

• TBD: National BOEM Release: BOEM release on Marine Minerals Rule. The rule is 
finalized and in sumaming. 

CONGRESSIONAL 

Nothing Scheduled. 

Political Appointee Update 

DOI politicals on board = 53 
5 nominated awaiting confirmation: 

Nominees Combs, Berman, and Domenech - Senate Committee voted to approve. 

Nominee Joe Balash as Assistant Secretary for Land and Minerals Management has been 
announced and the SENR hearing has been set for September 7. 

Nominee Ryan Douglas Nelson of Idaho to be Solicitor of the Department of the Interior. 

Secretary Speaking Invitations 

Accepted 

8/4 - FEMA event with the President 



8/5-20 - Personal 


Outstanding Invitations in Process 

8/30 - West Virginia Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting (White Sulphur Springs, WV) 
9/10-13 - Annual Mtg of the Assoc of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (Snowbird, UT) 

9/12 - Conference on Transportation Needs of National Parks and Public Lands (DC) 

Open invite - Detroit Economic Club 
9/28-30 - Council for National Policy 

Declining 

8/5 - Glacier National Park Conservancy remarks at Annual Backpacker's Ball 
(Whitefish/Kalispell) 

9/5 - National Association of State Park Directors and Annual Meeting (Missoula, Montana) 

8/17 - Mineral Hill Conservation Project (Gardiner, MT) 

8/18 - Council of State Govemments-West State and Federal Relations Committee (Tacoma, 
WA) 

8/21 - Gage County Tourism and Beatrice Chamber of Commerce (Beatrice, NE) 

Emergency Management 

In Montana, the Liberty Fire, located on the Flathead Reservation (BIA), has burned 3,408 
(+188) acres. The fire is 12-percent (+10) contained and managed by a Type-1 Incident 
Management Team (IMT) with 363 (+103) personnel, including 114 (-2) DOI personnel. This 
fire threatens cultural resources, timber allotments, and threatened and endangered species habit 
in the area. An evacuation order for the Finley Creek and Placid Lake areas remains in effect. 

Full containment is expected on September 25. One (+1) responder injury has been reported. 

In Oregon, the Spruce Lake Fire in Crater Lake National Park (NPS) has burned 3,600 (+1,100) 
acres. The fire is 5 (no change)-percent contained and managed by a Type-2 IMT with 197 (no 
change) personnel assigned, including 19 (no change) DOI personnel. Significant perimeter 
growth is expected over the next 24 hours, which could eventually threaten the Park's Visitor 
Center and the Crater Lake community. Road, trail, and area closures remain in effect, and the 
fire continues to threaten the habitat of the northern spotted owl, sensitive aquatic species, timber 
allotments, and recreation sites. Full containment is now forecast for August 16 (+2). 

Three Cape Hatteras National Seashore campgrounds, closed due to a long duration power 
outage and evacuation order which began July 27, will reopen today at noon. Other facilities 
remained open throughout the event to permanent residents and non-resident property owners. 

Outside Media of Interest 

Lisa Murkowski, Ryan Zinke Reach Health Care Detente Over Beers. 

The Washington Times (8/3, Wolfgang) reports that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke tweeted a 
photo of himself drinking Alaskan beer with Sen. Lisa Murkowski in what the Times describes 
as a “detente” after the two had quarreled over the senator’s no vote on Affordable Care Act 
repeal. Zinke had “reacted by calling Ms. Murkowski and Alaska Sen. Dan Sullivan, a 
Republican, and threatening to pull the plug on key Alaska projects,” and the next day, “Ms. 
Murkowski delayed committee votes on several high-level nominees for the Interior Department, 
though committee officials denied that the move was retaliation to Mr. Zinke’s threat.” 



Interior Watchdog Launches ‘Preliminary Investigation’ Into Zinke Calls. 

The Hill (8/3, Henry) reports that the Interior Department’s Offiee of the Inspeetor General “says 
it has begun a ‘preliminary investigation’ into reports that Seeretary Ryan Zinke made phone 
ealls pushing Alaska’s senators to support a GOP healtheare bill or risk losing federal support for 
eeonomie development efforts in their state.” In a letter to two House Demoerats on Thursday, 
Deputy Inspeetor General Mary Kendall said, “The OIG is undertaking a preliminary 
investigation into this matter. We will advise you about what further aetion the results of this 
inquiry lead the OIG to take.” 

Bernhardt Warns Employees Not To ‘Parrot’ Special Interests. 

Greenwire (8/3) reports that Interior Deputy Seeretary David Bernhardt “told department 
employees this week that he expeets respeetful and healthy disagreement from them, but also an 
adherenee to faets rather than ‘speeial interests.’” Bernhardt “pledged a eommitment to publie 
serviee and sought to align himself with the eareer employees he now leads in his first 
departmentwide email as Interior’s No. 2.” In an email sent Tuesday to all Interior employees, 
Bernhardt wrote, “Given the hyperbole of today’s publie diseourse, you and I, and everyone else 
within the Interior, really are in the soup together. We may not like it. But it is the way it is. This 
means my eonduet will refleet on you. Yours will refleet on me and your other eolleagues. All of 
our eonduet refleets on the Seeretary.” 

DOI Doesn’t Know How Mnch Land $815M Got. 

The Daily Caller (8/3, Barton) reports that Interior Department offieials “have no idea how mueh 
land was bought with $815 million, nor if the properties are being used for their intended 
purpose, a government watehdog reported Wednesday.” Aeeording to the report, “the 
department’s offieials eouldn’t provide its inspeetor general (IG) with data about its land 
purehase programs.” The IG “eonsequently surveyed 108 programs and found that just 16 of 
those awarded 701 grants between 2014 and 2015 to purehase $815 million worth of land.” 

Trump Administration Touts Streamlining Of Mine Permit Review. 

The Charleston (WV) Gazette-Mail (8/3, Ward) reports that “in the run-up to President Trump’s 
visit,” to West Virginia, Administration officials - “with help from the coal industry and state 
political leaders - this week touted work” by the Interior Department “to speed up approval of a 
permit for a new underground coal mine that could bring 200 mining jobs to the depressed 
coalfields of McDowell County.” However, “the scope of what Interior officials did to ease the 
way for approval of a permit for the Berwind Mine...isn’t exactly clear yet.” 

Federal Register Listings 

No items cleared for the FR on Thursday. 
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DEPARTMENT OE THE INTERIOR DAILY UPDATE EOR CABINET AEFAIRS - 
8/4/17 

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor 
Lori Mashburn, White House Liaison 

Status of the Secretary 

TODAY: The Seeretary is in Washington, DC. 

Offiee meetings and briefings. 

FEMA 2017 Hurrieane Preparedness Briefing. 

NEXT TWO WEEKS: 

The Seeretary will be on personal leave August 5-19 out of the eountry. (Greeee and Turkey) 

Status of the Deputy Secretary 

In Washington, DC. 

Offiee meetings and briefings. 

Media TODAY 

(Yesterday) INTERIOR PROVIDES $2.4 MILLION TO HELP IMPROVE 
INFRASTRUCTURE IN U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. (August 3, 2017) - Interior Aeting Assistant Seeretary for Insular Areas 
Nikolao Pula has made $2.4 million available in fiseal year 2017 grants to fund repairs in publie 
sehools in the U.S. Virgin Islands (USVI). The grants, made available under the Offiee of 
Insular Affairs’ (OIA) Capital Improvement Projeet (CIP) program, will also begin the 
replaeement of aging potable water infrastrueture at publie sehools on St. Croix. 

“We are pleased that Governor Kenneth Mapp has prioritized CIP funding for USVI sehool 
maintenanee and physieal improvements,” said Pula. “We look forward to seeing the fruits of 
these efforts.” 


FINAL SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (SEIS) FOR 
THE CAPE WIND ENERGY PROJECT. 

BOEM released today this supplement to the 2009 Final EIS has been prepared in response to a 



2016 remand order of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Distriet of Columbia Cireuit in Publie 
Employees for Environmental Responsibility v. Hopper, 827 F.3d 1077 (D.C. Cir. 2016). 

The Final SEIS is available for review on the BOEM website at: 
https://www.boem.gov/Massaehusetts-Cape-Wind/ . 

In the Final SEIS for the Cape Wind Energy Projeet, BOEM examines the available geologieal 
survey data, including the geotechnical data and reports submitted to BOEM since the 2009 
Final EIS, and any other relevant material that relate to the adequacy of the seafloor to support 
wind turbines in the lease area. 

The Final SEIS also includes a summary of all the comments received on the Draft SEIS and 
BOEM's responses to those comments. 

(DRAFT for MONDAY) SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR RYAN ZINKE STATEMENT 
ON SAGE GROUSE REPORT 

WASHINGTON - Today, U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke received a report from the 
Sage-Grouse Task Force (SGTF) regarding possible plan and policy modifications to 
complement state efforts to improve Greater Sage-Grouse conservation and economic 
development on public lands. The report is the final product required by Secretarial Order 2249. 

White House Comms Report (sent yesterday) 

Press Inquiries: 

West Virginia Gazette (Ken Ward) - REQUEST— What exactly are the provisions of the 
wildlife conservation plans mentioned? Did the FWS conduct a consultation with WVDEP and 
the mining operator prior to the issuance of the SMCRA permit? Was an incidental take permit 
issued? Does the company have a habitat conservation plan? What exactly has Interior done to 
speed up the process of accounting for ESA issues in the review of mining permits in West 
Virginia? - RESPONSE - The mine submitted a Protection and Enhancement Plan (PEP) that 
described how the project had been designed to minimize impact to the listed crayfish. On June 
19, 2017, FWS concurred with the PEP, which means the mining company is in compliance with 
the ESA. Yes. FWS has consulted on four mining projects in West Virginia with regard to the 
listed crayfish (Guyandotte River and Big Sandy River crayfish). With regard to the Berwind 
Mine, FWS was able to work with the company to avoid effects, although a PEP was produced, 
it indicated no take was anticipated. No, an HCP is only necessary when a private party 
anticipates "take" of a listed species through a wholly private action (I.E. no government license 
or permit is necessary). The Department and FWS has prioritized infrastructure and energy 
projects overall. They have staff dedicated to highways and energy projects. They recently 
brought on additional staff to focus on all energy projects, with a particular focus on coal and 
wind. Because of the additional staff, FWS has been able to be more responsive. In addition, 
FWS is coordinating with other field offices to develop coordinated and consistent approaches 
across the range of the crayfish and other aquatic species. FWS has prioritized their relationships 
with West Virginia’s Department of Environmental Protection and the Office of Surface Mining 
by having frequent site visits and meetings at both the biologist and project leader level to 
enhance awareness of any developing issues in order to act proactively and strategically to 
address those issues. Finally, FWS is updating their information in their IP AC system so that 



species lists and project recommendations can be provided automatically, which will streamline 
and expedite any consultation process. 

The Hill, Associated Press, Washington Examiner, Washington Times, Alaska Dispatch 
News, Others - REQUEST - Confirm and details about the Secretary’s tweet regarding beers 
with Senator Murkowski - was taken last night. The Secretary and Senator had dinner last night. 
They talk and meet often in both a friendly and professional capacity. (The previous statement 
regarding the phone call - The Secretary and Senator Murkowski speak on the phone frequently 
and have a very good working relationship. The call was professional and friendly and media 
stories are completely sensationalized.) 

And I just want to add for context, not part of my statement, even Senator Murkowski when 
asked didn't say the call was threatening. "I did have a conversation with the secretary, and he 
told me what I already knew," Sen. Lisa Murkowski told reporters, "that the president wasn't 
pleased with the vote I had taken." 

Top Stories 

The Hill: Senate panel approves five Interior, Energy nominees after delayed ... 

Associated Press: Zinke Says He Mended Fences With Murkowski Over Beers 
Washington Examiner: Ryan Zinke and Lisa Murkowski now drinking buddies after ... 

Top Issues and Accomplishments 

On Saturday, Aug 5 the Secretary departs for two weeks personal leave. 

No major speeches or media events this week 

Friday the Department will announce hunting and fishing is being expanded on 10 wildlife 
refuges. 

UPCOMING POTUS EVENT REQUEST - August 25th National Park initiative. 
Secretary Zinke has been in contact with Steve Bannon 

WEEK AHEAD August 2 thru August 10, 2017 

NEXT WEEK: 

• The Secretary will be on personal leave August 5-19 out of the country. (Greece and 
Turkey) 

• Next week: TBD Releases on Monument Review (announce ones not under review 
anymore). 

• Next week: Announce that we will accept Sabanoso as wilderness (in NM). This is about 
access for sportsman on our public lands. The wilderness is currently surrounded by private land 
so we are working out the details on access/rights of way. 

• August TBD: Department-Level Release: DOI will announced FWS proposal to expand 
hunting and fishing opportunities on 10 National Wildlife Refuges. 

AGENCY RELEASES 

National Park Service 

• August TBD: National NPS Release: NPS announcement of annual Rutgers report on NPS 



Federal Historie Preservation Tax Ineentives Program eeonomie impaet. Tax credits 2016 
contributed $12.3 billion in output to the U.S. economy, added $6.2 billion in GDP. Historic 
preservation tax incentives encourage investments in historic preservation and revitalization of 
communities small and large across the country. 

• August TBD: National NPS Release: The National Park Service will announce $1,657 
million in grants to Indian tribes and museums to assist in consultation, documentation, and 
repatriation of ancestors and cultural items back to Indian tribes and Native Hawaiian 
organizations. 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

• August TBD: National FWS Release: FWS will announce $48 million in funding to state 
wildlife agencies provided by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service through the State Wildlife 
Grants program. 

• August TBD: Local FWS Release: FWS plans to announce it is seeking public input in 
development of either an Environmental Assessment or an Environmental Impact Statement for 
a proposed General Conservation Plan for oil and gas activities in Santa Barbara County, 
California. This action is not expected to be controversial. 

• August TBD: National FWS Release: FWS to release results of 2016 Fishing, Hunting and 
Wildlife Associated Survey Preliminary Report. A snapshot of the results show that Hunter 
numbers are down (not statistically significant), angler numbers are up (not statistically 
significant), and wildlife watching numbers have increased greatly especially for people 
watching wildlife in their own backyards. 

• August TBD: National FWS Release: FWS plans to announce $4,254,638 in Tribal Wildlife 
Grant awards to federally recognized tribes for 25 projects in 14 states to fund a wide range of 
fish and wildlife conservation efforts. Tribal Wildlife Grants are used to provide technical and 
financial assistance to tribes for the development and implementation of programs that benefit 
fish and wildlife resources and their habitat. 

• August TBD: FWS/USGS If-Asked Only: USGS to release a report on the Species Status 
Assessment for the Lesser Prairie Chicken. The study was commissioned by FWS. 

Bureau of Land Management 

• August 4: Local BLM Release: BLM will announce the opening of the public comment 
period for the environmental assessment on the Lordsburg Transmission Line in New Mexico. 

• August 8: BLM-AK will continue work on the Ambler Mining District Industrial Access 
Road Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for a proposed 211-mile controlled access road in 
the southern foothills of the Brooks Range. The Northwest Arctic Borough is now a cooperating 
agency. BEM-AK's monthly cooperating agency meeting is August 8. The public scoping period 
ends January 31, 2018. 

• August 8: BLM-AK Associate State Director Ted Murphy will participate in a mining 
compliance inspection at the Constantine Mine near Haines. 

• August 9-11: BLM-MT Tribal Coordinator Marcia Pablo will meet with Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officers and possibly the Chairmen/Presidents of 14 tribes in the three-state area in 
August and September. BLM already has good standing with many of the tribes, and these 
meetings are meant to enhance and build relationships. She will meet with the Confederated 
Salish and Kootenai Tribe in Pablo, Montana, August 9-11; the Three Affiliated Tribes (Mandan, 
Hadatsa, and Ankara), Standing Rock and Spirit Lake tribes in North Dakota the week of August 



21; and the Rosebud, Pine Ridge, Lower Brule, Crow Creek, Cheyenne River, and Yankton 
tribes in South Dakota the week of September 11. Meetings will also be seheduled with the Fort 
Peek, Blaekfeet, Crow, and Northern Cheyenne tribes in Montana. 

U,S. Geological Survey 

• August 7: National USGS Release: USGS release regarding inereased Salinity in U.S. 
Rivers that might degrade drinking water quality and water infrastructure. 

• August 8: National USGS Release: Major Flood Occurrence across North America and 
Europe Linked to Multi-Decade Ocean Pattern. New international study examining patterns of 
major floods led by USGS based on eighty years of major flood data from Europe and North 
America. 

• August 9: National News Release: USGS to release a study of streams in 11 Midwestern 
states that found more than 180 pesticides, some at levels that could harm aquatic insects. On 
average, 54 pesticide compounds were detected in each stream. 

Bureau of Reclamation 

• August 11 and 18 to 20: Media invited: Two-part full-scale security exercise at Flaming 
Gorge Dam in Wyoming. The purpose of the exercise is to evaluate physical and electronic 
security systems, gauge the effectiveness of the Emergency Action Plan, provide an opportunity 
for Reclamation staff to participate in Unified Command in a controlled environment with Law 
Enforcement agencies and identify areas for improvement in security and emergency 
management. This exercise also enables local emergency responders to practice and assess their 
own response capabilities while assisting Reclamation in management a simulated emergency. 

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders on Information Transfer Meeting 
to be held in New Orleans August 22-24. 

• TBD: BOEM Note to Stakeholders: Note to Stakeholders to specific groups for educational 
outreach on the New National OCS Oil and Gas Leasing Program inviting them to participate in 
an informational call. 

• TBD: National BOEM Release: BOEM release on Marine Minerals Rule. The rule is 
finalized and in sumaming. 

CONGRESSIONAL 

Nothing Scheduled. 

Political Appointee Update 

DOI politicals on board = 53 
5 nominated awaiting confirmation: 

Nominees Combs, Berman, and Domenech - Senate Committee voted to approve. 

Nominee Joe Balash as Assistant Secretary for Land and Minerals Management has been 
announced and the SENR hearing has been set for September 7. 

Nominee Ryan Douglas Nelson of Idaho to be Solicitor of the Department of the Interior. 

Secretary Speaking Invitations 

Accepted 

8/4 - FEMA event with the President 



8/5-20 - Personal 


Outstanding Invitations in Process 

8/30 - West Virginia Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting (White Sulphur Springs, WV) 
9/10-13 - Annual Mtg of the Assoc of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (Snowbird, UT) 

9/12 - Conference on Transportation Needs of National Parks and Public Lands (DC) 

Open invite - Detroit Economic Club 
9/28-30 - Council for National Policy 

Declining 

8/5 - Glacier National Park Conservancy remarks at Annual Backpacker's Ball 
(Whitefish/Kalispell) 

9/5 - National Association of State Park Directors and Annual Meeting (Missoula, Montana) 

8/17 - Mineral Hill Conservation Project (Gardiner, MT) 

8/18 - Council of State Govemments-West State and Federal Relations Committee (Tacoma, 
WA) 

8/21 - Gage County Tourism and Beatrice Chamber of Commerce (Beatrice, NE) 

Emergency Management 

In Montana, the Liberty Fire, located on the Flathead Reservation (BIA), has burned 3,408 
(+188) acres. The fire is 12-percent (+10) contained and managed by a Type-1 Incident 
Management Team (IMT) with 363 (+103) personnel, including 114 (-2) DOI personnel. This 
fire threatens cultural resources, timber allotments, and threatened and endangered species habit 
in the area. An evacuation order for the Finley Creek and Placid Lake areas remains in effect. 

Full containment is expected on September 25. One (+1) responder injury has been reported. 

In Oregon, the Spruce Lake Fire in Crater Lake National Park (NPS) has burned 3,600 (+1,100) 
acres. The fire is 5 (no change)-percent contained and managed by a Type-2 IMT with 197 (no 
change) personnel assigned, including 19 (no change) DOI personnel. Significant perimeter 
growth is expected over the next 24 hours, which could eventually threaten the Park's Visitor 
Center and the Crater Lake community. Road, trail, and area closures remain in effect, and the 
fire continues to threaten the habitat of the northern spotted owl, sensitive aquatic species, timber 
allotments, and recreation sites. Full containment is now forecast for August 16 (+2). 

Three Cape Hatteras National Seashore campgrounds, closed due to a long duration power 
outage and evacuation order which began July 27, will reopen today at noon. Other facilities 
remained open throughout the event to permanent residents and non-resident property owners. 

Outside Media of Interest 

Lisa Murkowski, Ryan Zinke Reach Health Care Detente Over Beers. 

The Washington Times (8/3, Wolfgang) reports that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke tweeted a 
photo of himself drinking Alaskan beer with Sen. Lisa Murkowski in what the Times describes 
as a “detente” after the two had quarreled over the senator’s no vote on Affordable Care Act 
repeal. Zinke had “reacted by calling Ms. Murkowski and Alaska Sen. Dan Sullivan, a 
Republican, and threatening to pull the plug on key Alaska projects,” and the next day, “Ms. 
Murkowski delayed committee votes on several high-level nominees for the Interior Department, 
though committee officials denied that the move was retaliation to Mr. Zinke’s threat.” 



Interior Watchdog Launches ‘Preliminary Investigation’ Into Zinke Calls. 

The Hill (8/3, Henry) reports that the Interior Department’s Offiee of the Inspeetor General “says 
it has begun a ‘preliminary investigation’ into reports that Seeretary Ryan Zinke made phone 
ealls pushing Alaska’s senators to support a GOP healtheare bill or risk losing federal support for 
eeonomie development efforts in their state.” In a letter to two House Demoerats on Thursday, 
Deputy Inspeetor General Mary Kendall said, “The OIG is undertaking a preliminary 
investigation into this matter. We will advise you about what further aetion the results of this 
inquiry lead the OIG to take.” 

Bernhardt Warns Employees Not To ‘Parrot’ Special Interests. 

Greenwire (8/3) reports that Interior Deputy Seeretary David Bernhardt “told department 
employees this week that he expeets respeetful and healthy disagreement from them, but also an 
adherenee to faets rather than ‘speeial interests.’” Bernhardt “pledged a eommitment to publie 
serviee and sought to align himself with the eareer employees he now leads in his first 
departmentwide email as Interior’s No. 2.” In an email sent Tuesday to all Interior employees, 
Bernhardt wrote, “Given the hyperbole of today’s publie diseourse, you and I, and everyone else 
within the Interior, really are in the soup together. We may not like it. But it is the way it is. This 
means my eonduet will refleet on you. Yours will refleet on me and your other eolleagues. All of 
our eonduet refleets on the Seeretary.” 

DOI Doesn’t Know How Mnch Land $815M Got. 

The Daily Caller (8/3, Barton) reports that Interior Department offieials “have no idea how mueh 
land was bought with $815 million, nor if the properties are being used for their intended 
purpose, a government watehdog reported Wednesday.” Aeeording to the report, “the 
department’s offieials eouldn’t provide its inspeetor general (IG) with data about its land 
purehase programs.” The IG “eonsequently surveyed 108 programs and found that just 16 of 
those awarded 701 grants between 2014 and 2015 to purehase $815 million worth of land.” 

Trump Administration Touts Streamlining Of Mine Permit Review. 

The Charleston (WV) Gazette-Mail (8/3, Ward) reports that “in the run-up to President Trump’s 
visit,” to West Virginia, Administration officials - “with help from the coal industry and state 
political leaders - this week touted work” by the Interior Department “to speed up approval of a 
permit for a new underground coal mine that could bring 200 mining jobs to the depressed 
coalfields of McDowell County.” However, “the scope of what Interior officials did to ease the 
way for approval of a permit for the Berwind Mine...isn’t exactly clear yet.” 

Federal Register Listings 

No items cleared for the FR on Thursday. 


Doug Domenech 

Senior Advisor 

US Department of the Interior 


NOTE: Every email I send or receive is subject to release under the Freedom of Information Act. 




